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Visit to the USA, Canada and Mexico
On 8 December the Lord Mayor started his first 
overseas visit to the USA, Canada and Mexico. The 
trip served as a means of enhancing collaboration 
between the UK and North America, whilst 
acknowledging their perspectives on Brexit and 
promoting London as a steadfast, global financial 
leader. In Vancouver the Lord Mayor met a variety of 
Canadian businesses that both hold and are looking 
to expand operations in the UK including HSBC and 
EY, which the Lord Mayor continued engagement 
with in his visit to the Gulf and at the World Economic 
Forum (WEF) in Davos. A meeting with Global Relay, 
a technology services provider, has already resulted 
in the City of London Corporation supporting their 
London launch in February. In San Francisco the Lord 
Mayor was accompanied by a business delegation 
looking to engage with American markets. The Lord 
Mayor met representatives of Silicon Valley Bank, 
the most significant investor in the tech sector. He 
also met representatives of Facebook, with further 
meetings arranged for his WEF visit. In Mexico the 
Lord Mayor’s visit was the first official UK engagement 
with the new Mexican presidential administration. 
He met the Finance Minister with whom discussions 
centred on the importance of Green Finance. 
The Lord Mayor also offered to host a FinTech Law 
anniversary event in March at Mansion House.

Visit to Kuwait and the United Arab Emirates (UAE)
The Lord Mayor made a successful visit to the Gulf 
from 13-16 January. Accompanied by a small but 
senior delegation, including the CEO of Standard 
Life Aberdeen, HM Trade Commissioner for the 
Middle East and the Chair of the Green Finance 
Taskforce, he visited Kuwait, Dubai and Abu Dhabi. 
The themes of the visit included sovereign wealth 
investment, capital markets, green finance, FinTech, 
tomorrow’s cities and assuring key Gulf partners of 
the City’s confidence through and beyond Brexit. 
In Kuwait during a joint meeting with the Minister of 
Finance and Kuwait Investment Authority, discussions 
focused on investment partnership using London as 
a hub for global projects, as well as FinTech, Islamic 
and Green Finance. The Lord Mayor also met Sheikh 
Mubarak, to thank him for additional sponsorship of 
the successful Mansion House Scholarship Scheme. 
In the UAE, the Lord Mayor met the Deputy Ruler of 
Dubai and President of Dubai International Financial 
Centre (DIFC) HH Sheikh Maktoum and toured the 
DIFC FinTech Hive. He also called on the chair of the 
UAE Banker’s Association. In Abu Dhabi, the Lord 
Mayor met the three major Sovereign Wealth Funds 
to discuss their investments in the UK and through 
the City, Brexit and Green Finance. The City’s Livery 
relationship was extended through the work of the 
Worshipful Company of International Bankers by 
awarding an Honorary Freedom to the Minister of 
State and Chair of Abu Dhabi Global Market, HE 
Ahmed Ali Al Sayegh. There was continued emphasis 
on the opportunity for investment in the UK in 
engagements such as the High Net Worth Investors 
dinner hosted by HM Ambassador HE Patrick Moody.

Breakfast roundtable with the Prime Minister of New 
Zealand
On 21 January the Lord Mayor attended a breakfast 
roundtable event hosted by the Chairman of Lloyd’s 
with the Prime Minister of New Zealand, the Rt Hon 
Jacinda Ardern as the guest of honour. There were 
approximately 20 guests in total, including the High 
Commissioner for New Zealand and representatives 
from business, industry and UK and New Zealand 
governments. The key focus of discussion centered 
on Brexit, including its impact on the economy, 
business and financial services, and identifying 
opportunities for enhancing cooperation between 
the UK and New Zealand. Prime Minister Ardern 
shared New Zealand’s experience in free trade 
agreements, highlighting how the country is well 
positioned to develop a free trade agreement with 
the UK and would welcome one that emphasises 
responsible trade. Additionally, she would also 
welcome secondary agreements on specific areas 
such as talent and FinTech. She also spoke about the 
challenges to democracy including public housing, 
education and skills. The Lord Mayor and Prime 
Minister Ardern had a short conversation regarding 
skills, and were able to continue this discussion during 
a meeting in Davos.

Contact Chloe Waterman on 2676
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Lord Mayor’s Childrens’ Party
As every Chief Commoner discovers, one of the 
highlights of their year is the Lord Mayor’s Children’s 
party which I attended for the first time in twenty 
years as Chief Steward, never having had children 
of the right age to invite. It is certainly a triumph 
of organisation that some 350 children can be 
accommodated in Mansion House and that both 
the building and the Lord Mayor appear to survive 
unscathed.

Holocaust Memorial Day
Rather more moving was the Holocaust Memorial 
Day at City Hall where one of the most eloquent 
speakers was a lady who had been sent to 
Auschwitz in her teens, followed by Bergen-Belsen 
and with personal experience of Dr Mengele. She 
now speaks to schools about her life and has agreed 
to accept the Freedom by special nomination which 
I hope, in due course, will be followed by a talk and 
Q&A with our City schools and academies. It is so 
important that we capture the memories in the short 
time left available to us.

Freedom of the City
One of the greatest privileges of serving as Chief 
Commoner is the fascinating array of interesting 
people whom you meet during the year, often at 
celebrations to mark the award of the Freedom.  
Since the last Members’ Briefing the Chinese 
Ambassador, Sir Brian Leveson, John McFarlane 
(Chairman, Barclays) and Richard Harrington MP 
have been among those honoured and there is little 
doubting the goodwill generated for the City by 
such events.

Future Fleet Awards Dinner
One event which literally came out of the blue at 
one day’s notice from a Chief Officer was 
the Future Fleet Awards Dinner in Guildhall. The 
organisers appeared delighted to welcome 
a representative of the civic team and there was a 
plentiful supply of overseas delegates to whom to 
explain the mysteries of the City at the Reception. 
I have suggested that the Chief Commoner could 
be deployed more often at such opportunities as 
industry and awards events abound in Great Hall.

St Andrew’s Day
As a Scot in both senses of the word I was delighted 
to be invited to celebrate St. Andrew’s Day at 
Scotland House which actually falls within the City’s 
boundaries and tonight I have been brushing up on 
my authentic Scottish accent for the Selkirk Grace at 
Mansion House with the First Minister. 

Volunteers Reception
Looking still further ahead, by all of two days, we 
have 450 of the volunteers who help us do our work 
attending a Reception at Guildhall to thank them 
for their efforts.  I first came to appreciate their vital 
contribution when I served as Chairman of the 
Culture, Heritage & Libraries Committee but it is not 
until you are elected Chief that you have the muscle 
to turn an idea into reality. Since their contribution is 
not a flash in the pan, I do hope that this event may 
become a City tradition.

Lord Mayor’s Big Curry Lunch
Can I also encourage everyone to bring all your 
friends to the Lord Mayor’s Big Curry Lunch on 
Thursday 4 April in the presence of the Duke 
of Sussex. A new initiative this year is a training 
programme to help those who have left the armed 
forces get back into work and so we are especially 
keen to achieve the best attendance ever this time 
round. Three weeks after that and I will be passing 
the baton to Tom Hoffman so its time for all of us to 
start thinking of new initiatives to keep him occupied 
during his year.

CHIEF COMMONER

The Chief Commoner with 

Guildhall School of Music & 

Contact Tina Denis on ext. 3801



3

CHAIR OF  POLICY & RESOURCES
Meeting the Deputy High Commissioner of India
On 9 January, the Policy Chair met the Deputy High 
Commissioner of India Mr. Charanjeet Singh who 
took up his post in September 2018. Key objectives 
of the meeting were to develop a relationship 
with the High Commissioner and to explain the 
City Corporation’s role and structure and to learn 
about the High Commissioner’s views on the Policy 
Chair’s upcoming trip to India. Topics discussed 
included the possibility of hosting an event for the 
upcoming Economic and Financial Dialogue, the 
City Corporation’s agreed programme partner and 
collaboration on dedicated support for Financial 
Services, in particular FinTech.

Welcome to the Forest – Waltham Forest Borough of 
Culture
On 11 January the Policy Chair attended the launch 
of Waltham Forest as the first ever London Borough 
of Culture.  The Policy Chair enjoyed an evening 
of music and film designed to celebrate Waltham 
Forest’s past, present and future, the three day event 
was enjoyed by over 70,000 Londoners.

Clean Air Act
On 17 January, the Policy Chair met Shirley 
Rodrigues, Deputy Mayor of London for Environment 
and Energy to discuss air quality matters. Key 
meeting points for discussion were the potential 
future legislation for new powers across London 
local authorities to deal with air pollution.  The Policy 
Chair spoke about the City Corporation’s work with 
London Councils to develop proposals for local 
authorities to address this matter.  In terms of next 
steps, it was agreed that the City Corporation would 
explore opportunities to engage constructively 
with London Councils and use its engagement to 
promote this issue, while maintaining focus on the 
specific challenges for the Square Mile. 

World Economic Forum (Davos), Switzerland
The Policy Chair and the Lord Mayor attended the 
49th World Economic Forum (WEF) Annual Meeting 
in Davos, Switzerland. Its theme was Globalisation 
4.0: Shaping a Global Architecture in the Age 
of the Fourth Industrial Revolution. Coordinating 
programmes, there was high-level engagement 
across a very wide variety of senior international 
business and political leaders, supported by 
coordination with UK businesses and Government 
ahead of the meeting. Crucially, it ensured that 
the City’s voice and views were strongly heard in 
an important global forum. The Policy Chair joined 
the Business Leaders Briefing hosted by the CBI 
and KPMG with Christine Lagarde, Chair of the 
International Monetary Fund. The Policy Chair also 
held meetings with the Organisation for Economic 
Cooperation and Development, and with the 
Ambassador and Permanent Representative of 
the UK Mission to the UN and other international 
organisations. The Policy Chair promoted the 
underlying key strengthens and interests of the City 
to key Indian, Swiss and US investors. As part of the 
Shaping Tomorrow’s City Today Agenda, the Lord 
Mayor attended WEF sessions to discuss skills for the 
21st century; the digital economy and building a 
broader Coalition for Digital Intelligence. The Lord 
Mayor also spoke at a joint City Corporation and 
Barclays event with the Rt Hon Philip Hammond MP - 
Chancellor of the Exchequer - on driving competitive 
business advantages in the fourth industrial 
revolution. 

Looking Ahead
The Policy Chair travelled to India on 26 January 
for a week to chair the biannual City of London 
India Advisory Council meeting in Mumbai as well 
as meeting key stakeholders to promote the four 
priority areas for the City of London in India (FinTech, 
Insolvency & Bankruptcy reforms, Insurance and 
Reinsurance, and Green Finance). On 8 February 
the City Corporation will welcome several journalists 
from Asian media outlets to celebrate the Chinese 
New Year (the year of the Pig, which begins on 5 
February). The Policy Chair has been invited by the 
Irish government to speak at the European Financial 
Forum at Dublin Castle in February. 

Contact Tina Denis on ext. 3801

Any Member wishing to know our position on any
subject can contact the Director of Communications
Bob Roberts or the Head of Corporate Affairs
Eugenie de Naurois.



Withdrawal Agreement
Ahead of the first vote in the Commons on the 
Government’s Withdrawal Agreement—the so-
called ‘meaningful vote’—the Remembrancers 
Office sent MPs a briefing on the ‘cliff-edge’ risks of 
a no-deal Brexit. The Government lost the vote, and 
so debates in the House continued. At the time of 
writing, and following the vote on the Government’s 
Brexit ‘Plan B’ in the House of Commons, the Prime 
Minister is due to return to Brussels to seek changes 
to the Withdrawal Agreement’s backstop provisions, 
after MPs backed an amendment in favour of 
changing the backstop plan. Any revised deal will 
be brought back to the Commons for a second 
‘meaningful vote’. If the Commons rejects the 
revised deal, the Government will table a further 
amendable motion for debate the following day in 
an effort to find a way forward.

EU Citizens’ Voting Rights 
Department for Exiting the EU Minister Robin Walker 
MP announced that the Government had reached 
a reciprocal agreement with Spain to “secure the 
rights of UK nationals in Spain, and Spanish citizens 
in the UK, to stand and vote in local elections now 
and in the future.” The Minister explained that the 
Government hoped the agreement would be “the 
first of many similar bilateral agreements with other 
Member States.” Although agreements with other 
countries have yet to be reached, the Minister 
confirmed that the Government “did not anticipate 
any changes to the current primary legislative 
framework for candidacy and voting rights being 
made before the May 2019 English and Northern 
Ireland local elections.” On the prospect of future 
changes, he added that, “it is the policy intent of 
the UK Government that candidates who are validly 
nominated and elected at the May 2019 local 
elections in England and Northern Ireland should be 
able to serve that term of office in full.”

Trade in Services
A submission was made to the International Trade 
Select Committee inquiry into ‘UK Trade in Services’. 
The submission highlighted the importance of 
exploring opportunities for boosting further trade in 
services post-Brexit, and suggested ways in which 
this could be achieved. The submission identified the 
United States, Australia and New Zealand as priority 
markets for removing barriers to trade in services. 

Economic Crime
Commander Karen Baxter and Detective Chief 
Superintendent Pete O’Doherty of the City of 
London Police appeared before the Treasury Select 
Committee to give evidence to the Committee’s 
inquiry into economic crime. During the session the 
witnesses were asked about current and developing 
trends in economic crime, the success of law 
enforcement in tackling economic crime, and the 
challenges facing the police in addressing the 
issue. The work and performance of Action Fraud 
was discussed, as was the role of banks in reporting 
economic crime to the police. The allocation of 
cases by the City Police to other police forces 
around the country was considered, as were the 
different funded units hosted by the City Police. 
Separately, at a City Corporation joint event with 
the Industry and Parliament Trust, MPs and Peers 
heard from Commander Baxter about work to 
tackle fraud and support UK Business. Catherine 
McGrath, Managing Director of Transaction Banking 
at Barclays, also spoke. The meeting was chaired by 
Conservative MP Vicky Ford. In another linked event, 
the Remembrancers Office provided logistical 
support for a joint All Party Parliamentary Group for 
Financial Crime-City of London Police ‘Christmas 
campaign drop in session’ for MPs. The event was 
well attended and provided the Police with a 
platform to raise awareness about online fraud and 
promote methods of prevention for MPs and their 
constituents. 

Police Funding
Policing Minister Nick Hurd MP laid the 2019/20 
Police Grant Report before the House of Commons. 
Hurd said the first role of government is to protect 
the public and that the Government would always 
ensure that the police have the powers and 
resources needed to keep citizens and communities 
safe. Hurd told MPs that the Government would 
provide forces with a £460m increase in overall 
funding, including increased funding to tackle 
counter-terrorism and £280m for local policing 
through the police precept. The Minister said that 
specific grants to the Metropolitan Police Service 
and the City of London Police would increase by 
£14m. This funding, he explained, would better 
reflect the additional costs of policing London at 
a time when the Metropolitan Police Service faces 
specific financial pressures, and the City of London 
Police does not benefit from additional Council 
Tax precept flexibility. The City of London Police will 
receive an increase in funding of £4m, making the 
total grant for 2019/20 £61m.

Contact James Edwards on ext. 1202
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Economic Development Office
Total Tax Contribution of UK Financial Services 
The annual report on the total tax contribution of 
Financial Services, produced by PwC, was published 
in December 2018. It showed an increase in the tax 
contributed by financial services firms, from £72bn to 
a record high of £75bn. This represents 11% of total 
UK Government receipts – or a sum equal to about 
half of UK Government spending on health or around 
three-quarters of the Government’s spending on 
education. The Treasury is the key audience of our 
report and there was great take-up from Chancellor 
Philip Hammond who quoted the headline figure 
both in Parliament and on social media. The report 
received extensive press coverage, including in the 
New York times and in Chinese-language news.

Cyber Griffin: Free Cyber Security Training 
for Business 
Cyber Griffin, a City of London Police training 
initiative, was launched recently to help people in 
the Square Mile protect themselves from cybercrime. 
The City of London Police are working with industry to 
train people and businesses and ultimately make the 
entire cyber ecosystem safer. The training has several 
elements which can be tailored for all levels of the 
organisation, from the board down. Businesses can 
email the Cyber Griffin Team at City of London Police 
for more information. 

Contact Sabina Johal on ext. 3614 

Electoral Services Contact Alex Berry on ext. 1430

Publication of the Ward Lists
Final preparations for the publication of the Ward 
Lists 2019-20 are currently taking place. The revised 
Ward Lists will be in force for any elections that take 
place between 16 February 2019 and 15 February 
2020. A paper copy of the Ward List relevant to each 
Member will be placed in Member’s pigeon holes 
and we will email you once this has been done.

Annual Wardmotes
Arrangements have been finalised with the 
Aldermen for the Annual Wardmotes 2019. Details 
are on the City of London website and appeared in 
the Ward newsletters. The invitations to electors will 
be dispatched around 22 February 2019.

City Occupiers Database
With effect from 1 January 2019, the City Occupiers 
Database function has merged with the Electoral 
Services team. The new team are based in the 
Electoral Services Office on the second floor of the 
West Wing, Guildhall.

City Bridge Trust
Latest Grants Awarded
On 31 January, the City Bridge Trust committee 
agreed 35 grants totalling over £4.5m. Recipients 
included Brentford FC Community Sports Trust, Postal 
Heritage Trust, English National Ballet & Royal 
National Institute of Blind People. These latest awards 
brought the total distributed by the Trust to over 
£400m since it was established in 1995 as the funding 
arm of the Bridge House Estates charity. As Members 
will be aware, Bridge House Estates is an ancient 
charity responsible for the maintenance and support 
of five bridges that cross the Thames into or by the 
City. Its sole trustee is the City of London Corporation. 
The City Bridge Trust distributes surplus income in any 
given year for the benefit of Londoners, once the 
responsibilities relating to the bridges have been met. 
A full list of grant awards will shortly be available on 
the City Bridge Trust website.

Stepping Stones Finance Facility 
The Trust recently launched a new finance 
scheme in partnership with UBS and Clothworkers 
Foundation.  This scheme will provide a follow-on 
loan facility for organisations who have previously 
received grant funding through the Stepping 
Stones grant programme, itself a partnership 
with UBS. By providing repayable finance to new 
enterprise activity at affordable rates, this facility 
will help borrowers build their businesses before they 
approach the mainstream social investment market. 
It offers loans of up to £50,000 at a rate of 0-4% over 
five years. For more information please visit the City 
Bridge Trust website.

Contact Martin Hall on ext. 3705

London Drug & Alcohol Policy Forum (LDAPF)
Rough sleeping and homelessness issues have rarely had a higher profile. Given this the LDAPF were 
delighted to host a conference on the complex relationship between addiction and homelessness on 18 
January. This was the first collaboration in a new partnership with London South Bank University’s Centre 
for Addictive Behaviour’s Research. The day sought to narrow the gap between research and front-line 
practitioners with distinguished academics and members of the Advisory Council on the Misuse of Drugs 
sharing the stage with those with lived experience of homelessness, substance misuse and gambling 
problems. The presentations highlighted how these issues are interconnected by either helping to tip 
individuals into homelessness while for others it is the experience of homelessness itself that leads to addiction. 
They also highlighted how individuals and communities can be helped to improve outcomes. The event was 
very successful with an audience of over 100 guests from across the country, including researchers, outreach 
teams, health practitioners, and the police.  

Contact Jane Anson on ext. 3084



For this festive season the City of London Corporation, supported by the Mayor of London, led in delivering a 
pan-London Christmas alcohol campaign, ‘Three Wise Things – Eat, Pace, Plan’. The campaign ran from 26 
November to 1 January delivering messages to help keep people safe while also enjoying the party season. 
Emphasis was put on eating before going out, safer drinking and planning journeys home in advance. 
The digitally based campaign engaged with over three million individuals via twitter and Facebook and 
targeted on-line adverts. A campaign toolkit was also sent to lead contacts in each of the 32 boroughs. It 
was also promoted within and supported by the Greater London Authority, Metropolitan Police Service, City 
of London Police, London Ambulance Service, London Fire Brigade, Transport for London, British Transport 
Police, City of London Crime Prevention Association and amongst major employers including NatWest 
Markets. The campaign was well received by the target audiences and initial figures indicate a reduction in 
alcohol related incidents. These efforts complemented the significant work undertaken by the City Police, 
which included an SOS bus located on Liverpool Street to deal with those intoxicated, feeling unwell or with 
minor injuries. Again, initial figures suggest these actions helped reduce problems, including violent crime. 

Safer City Partnership
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Contact David MacKintosh on ext. 3084

On 27 January, Action Fraud released its cyber crime dashboards to the media which show the number of 
cyber crime reports, total losses and the most common form of cyber crime for each force area. Nationally 
we have seen total losses of £34.6m across 13,357 reports, which is a 24% increase. The number of reports 
in the City of London has increased 24% to 41. The most common type of cyber crime across the City of 
London and nationally was hacking of email and social media accounts. We have therefore been urging 
people to use strong, separate passwords for each of their online accounts. The dashboards will prove a 
useful talking point when Charlie Morrison of the Cyber Crime Unit joins the Lord Mayor on his visit to Asia. 
Charlie will talk about Cyber Griffin and how our table-top exercises can assist businesses with cyber security.

City of London Police Contact Teresa La Thangue on  020 7601 2290

Drastic reduction in electricity and energy 
consumption
The City of London Cemetery and Crematorium 
has significantly reduced its electricity and energy 
consumption. The project which started in 2016 has 
enabled the site to use the waste heat generated by 
the Mercury Abatement Plant (or fuel gas treatment 
plant) to heat the two chapels at the modern 
crematorium. This replaced 20 three Kilo-Watt (KW) 
electric heaters and therefore reduced electricity 
usage by a drastic 60KW. This year the system has 
been expanded to heat all of the staff areas such 
as the crematory, changing and rest rooms, various 
music rooms and offices. As a result 16 three KW 
electric heaters have been removed, reducing 
electricity consumption by a further 48KW. All of this 
work has allowed heat that was previously wasted 
by venting into the atmosphere via radiators and 
fans on the building’s roof, to drastically reduce 
energy consumption. This contributes to the work 
the Open Spaces Department is doing to shape 
outstanding environments as setout in the Corporate 
Plan. 

Learning programme for young carers
The Open Spaces Learning Team will be delivering 
a learning programme for young carers to help 
combat equality and inclusion in education, 
health and wellbeing. Young carers who may be 
struggling to juggle their education with caring 
responsibilities will be able to take part in a variety 
of activities to build their confidence and skills. 
Activities such as outdoor conservation tasks will 
help develop resilience skills, risk assessment skills and 
build confidence and self-esteem. It will also be an 
opportunity to provide respite and a chance to relax 
and meet new people. (links to contributing to a 
flourishing society in the Corporate Plan). 

More information on all events being held in our 
Open Spaces can be found on the City of London 
website. 

Open Spaces Contact Roush Islam on ext. 3571 

Tackling learning loss and hunger during summer holidays
A new £100k summer holiday programme tackling learning loss and hunger amongst 450 young people from 
low-income families has been given the go-ahead. The Policy and Resources Committee and Education 
Board have backed two pilot schemes to run in Islington. One will benefit 200 young people at the City of 
London Academy Highbury Grove in the borough, where 70% of pupils are on pupil premium, and over 
half receive free school meals. Teachers and staff at the academy will design and deliver the programme, 
with access given to pupils’ siblings who do not attend the school. The City Corporation will work with local 
partners to design a second scheme in the borough, aimed at up to 250 young people at a community 
venue. Evidence shows that during the summer break, children from disadvantaged backgrounds make 
significant learning losses when compared to their more advantaged counterparts. In both schemes the 
young people will be able to take part in a wide range of activities including cooking classes, sports, work 
skills and cultural activities. The City of London Corporation will fund the schemes with £100,000.

City of London Academies and Schools Contact Daniel McGrady on ext. 1864
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Best UK Academy Sponsor
The City of London Corporation has been named 
as the best UK academy sponsor for a second year 
running for its work supporting pupils from 
low-income families to achieve top grades. The 
Sutton Trust’s report, Chain Effects 2018: The impact 
of academy chains on low-income pupils, looks 
at the impact of academy chains on the progress 
of students from disadvantaged backgrounds. 
The report ranks the City Corporation’s sponsored 
academies as the top performing schools in the 
country in terms of Attainment 8 and Progress 8 at 
GCSE level, which track pupil achievement and 
progress. The City Corporation sponsors or 
co-sponsors 10 academies across Hackney, 
Newham, Islington and Southwark and supports 
three independent schools.

Galleywall Primary, City of London Academy
Galleywall Primary City of London Academy has 
embarked on a journey with the Bard. In partnership 
with the Globe Theatre, year groups one and 
two are working with the stories and language of 
Shakespeare: from Julius Caesar to A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream. Over the next two years, actors 
will be running workshops with the pupils and their 
parents exploring the characters, settings and plots 
and the art of storytelling. The art curriculum is also 
being inspired by Galleywall’s participation in the 
Barbican Box project. The Barbican Box is curated 
by Michael Rosen and is an exciting box of stimuli to 
encourage an imaginative adventurous approach 
to art learning. These are really exciting first steps 
on the journey of Galleywall becoming a centre of 
excellence for the Performing Arts which is at the 
heart of the school’s ambitions.
 
City of London Academy Highgate Hill
City of London Academy Highgate Hill in Islington 
has been recognised as a ‘healthy school’ following 
an inspection by Islington Council’s Health and 
Wellbeing Team. The Academy was awarded 
the accolade for supporting its pupils’ health 
and wellbeing. The review looked at the how the 
Academy helps students, families and staff to make 
healthy choices when it comes to diet and mental 
health. Prince Gennuh, Principal at City of London 
Academy Highgate Hill, said: “We want to ensure 
that our students not only eat healthy but also feel 
healthy. We’re proud to have been recognised 
as one of four Islington secondary schools to have 
achieved this award. The benefits of good nutrition 
and wellbeing goes beyond health. We know that 
when we are healthy and happy, we achieve more 
together.” Last year Highgate Hill introduced a policy 
for all students to carry a water bottle, which forms 
part of their uniform. The policy reduces the use of 
plastic and encourages pupils to stay hydrated. The 
school provides nutritious, balanced meals - and free 
salad is available every day. Assessors from Islington 
Council looked at curriculum planning, teaching 
of physical education, online safety, cooking and 
nutrition, oral health, budgeting and food safety.

Redriff Primary City of London Academy
Redriff Primary City of London Academy has 
welcomed two teachers from Shanghai to teach 
maths and to showcase lessons to dozens of other 
local teachers. The two primary school teachers, 
Vanessa Ruan and Anne Zhu, will be teaching at 
the Salter Road school as part of the Department 
of Education-sponsored China-England teacher 
exchange. In 2015 Redriff Primary was chosen “as 
leading provider” of maths teaching. The school 
was accepted as new members of the nationwide 
‘Maths Hub’ and last year Redriff was in the top 
3% of schools nationally for progress in maths. The 
‘Maths Hub’ is a partnership of schools across UK, 
split into local divisions, which collaborate, and share 
information and practices related to the teaching 
of Mathematics. In 2018 Year 6 pupils achieved well 
above national averages in Mathematics. Last year 
a school in Shanghai hosted two of Redriff’s teachers 
as part of the same exchange programme. Children 
at Redriff Primary will soon be welcoming a new class 
mate named Luna who will be supporting pupils with 
autism. Luna, a golden retriever poodle cross, will be 
joining the pupils at the school next year to work as 
a therapy dog. Therapy dogs are trained to provide 
affection, comfort and have a calming influence 
with the ability to help social interaction amongst 
children. Redriff Primary is among a select number of 
schools that have been accredited by the National 
Autistic Society.

City of London Academy Highbury Grove
On 12 December six Year 12 pupils from City of 
London Academy Highbury Grove (COLAHG) 
attended the Raleigh 400 workshop, hosted at 
Drapers’ Hall. Pupils enjoyed an experience which 
combined both historical and modern perspectives 
on entrepreneurship and explored what an 
entrepreneur is, before considering whether Raleigh 
himself can be considered an entrepreneur. 
The keen historians in the school also enjoyed a 
fascinating discussion with Professor Margot Finn, 
President of the Royal Historical Society, who shared 
some insights and advice on choosing to read history 
at university. A group of Year 8 girls at COLAHG have 
embarked upon the City of London School for Girls 
Young Leaders’ Project 2019. Their first training session 
ran on the 23 January and students joined other 
young people from across the Family of Schools to 
begin the preparation for a singing workshop with 
pupils at Galleywall Primary School in March. The 
project aims to build confidence and to develop the 
leadership skills of secondary-aged pupils through 
working with primary aged pupils to develop their 
singing.  The participating pupils thoroughly enjoyed 
the introduction and are already demonstrating signs 
of increased confidence as well as looking forward 
to the next training session.

City of London Academies and Schools Contact Daniel McGrady on ext. 1864
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City of London Academy Southwark
A new state-of-the-art sixth form centre has been 
officially opened to provide first-class facilities for 
City of London Academy, Southwark students. The 
new building, which was opened by Lord Mayor 
Peter Estlin in December, will accommodate 400 
students. The sixth form, which is located on the 
corner of Rotherhithe New Road and Verney Road, 
a short distance from the main school site, currently 
has 325 students and will grow further over the next 
year. The design process has had significant input 
from students including consulting on the first-floor 
plan layouts and interior design features such as the 
furniture style, interior colour themes and classroom 
design. The new building includes glass walls, a 
large open plan study centre and flexible learning 
spaces for both staff and students based on a more 
contemporary theme. Richard Bannister Executive 
Principal at City of London Academy Southwark 
said, “This is a first-class learning environment for our 
current and future students. I hope their new space 
will motivate, inspire and encourage their learning 
so that they reach their full academic potential.”

City of London Freemen’s School
Participating in a project run by the Institute of 
Chartered Accountants in England and Wales, 
pupils at the City of London Freemen’s School 
worked with accountants to provide solutions to 
business problems, progressing to more complex 
and involved online presentations, and question 
and answer sessions. As a result of their tremendous 
effort, Freemen’s students were awarded the 
‘integrity prize’ and were one of just 10 teams to 
win awards. The successful pupils from the Upper 
Sixth, all studying Business and Economics, were 

hosted at Goldsmiths’ Hall just before Christmas 
having been invited to receive their prize. Having 
spent the day at Goldsmith’s Hall and Goldsmith’s 
Centre, pupils enjoyed a tour behind the scenes 
of the Hall and were taken for a tour of the Assy 
office where gold and silver and precious metals 
are Hallmarked. Mr John Cardnell, Master of the 
chartered accountants, presented the team with 
their well-deserved awards.

City of London School for Girls
2019 marks the 125th anniversary of the City of 
London School for Girls, and celebrations began 
with a commemorative service at St Paul’s 
Cathedral on 22 January. The whole school 
attended the service, as well as alumnae, former 
staff, friends and supporters of the school, among 
others. Before the service began, alumna and 
current Senior Organ Scholar at University of Oxford, 
Áine Kennedy, played the organ, while other 
alumnae joined current students to sing in the choirs. 
The service included a multi-faith element involving 
a number of pupils and closed with a blessing by 
The Bishop of London, The Rt Revd and Rt Hon 
Dame Sarah Mullally DBE. This was the first of many 
events planned for the anniversary year, including 
a celebratory music concert on 12 March at the 
Barbican. On Friday 7 December 2018, the under 19 
gymnastics team competed in the regional round 
of the Team Trio Competition. The gymnasts each 
performed an individual floor routine, two vaults 
and an acrobatic trio routine. The team ended the 
competition with an outstanding trio routine and 
were crowned regional champions. They will now go 
on to represent the London region at the national 
finals in March.

Contact Daniel McGrady on ext. 1864

Gresham College Contact Lucia Graves on 020 7831 0575

500 year celebrations
In January Gresham College started celebrations 
to mark 500 years since the birth of its founder Sir 
Thomas Gresham. The celebrations continue this 
month with a lecture by Professor Nandini Das and 
lectures in this series run up to the book launch of the 
life of Sir Thomas by historian John Guy on 13 June in 
the Old Library at Guildhall.  

Bubbles, Manias and Market Failures
This guest lecture by Dr D’Maris Coffman explores 
how regulators try to prevent what will hopefully 
be the ‘last’ bubble and suggests that the most 
effective regulatory frameworks were developed 
during the normal operation of markets, not in 
response to crises. The lecture will take place on 7 
February, 6-7pm, at the Museum of London and will 
also be live-streamed online.  

Justice Online: Are We There yet? 
In this guest lecture Joshua Rozenberg will say that in 
some cases online law reforms could provide litigants 
with a cheaper and better service. The lecture will 
take place on 21 February, 6-7pm, at Barnard‘s Inn 
Hall and will also be live-streamed online. 

Gresham’s World: Global Trade and the 
Metamorphosis of England 
Global trade and traffic, many of Gresham’s 
contemporaries would say, had altered 16th century 
England beyond recognition, from its food, fashion, 
and language, to the look and feel of its cities and 
neighbourhoods. How did its subjects respond to 
this transformation? This guest lecture by Professor 
Nandini Das will take place on 6 February, 6-7pm, at 
the Museum of London and will also be 
live-streamed online. 

All the lectures are open to the public on a 
first-come, first-served basis.            

You can view details of all upcoming lectures and 
videos of previous ones on the Gresham College 
website.
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Barbican Centre
Concept designs released for Centre for Music
The Barbican, London Symphony Orchestra and 
Guildhall School of Music & Drama this month 
released the first concept designs for the proposed 
Centre for Music, demonstrating the potential to 
deliver this landmark new building on the current 
Museum of London site. The Centre for Music would 
be a world-class venue for performance and 
education across all musical genres, and includes 
a concert hall as well as spaces for performance, 
education and rehearsal. The concept designs have 
been developed by lead architects Diller Scofidio + 
Renfro, and the announcement follows the recent 
news that the City of London Corporation has 
backed the next phase of work by providing £2.49m 
for the three partners to undertake further design 
development, and to progress fundraising, business 
modelling and capital funding plans. Following the 
announcement, there was prominent print coverage 
in all the leading national papers, with a lead image 
on the front page of The Guardian, as well as news 
pieces with images in The Guardian, The Telegraph, 
The Times, the Financial Times and the Evening 
Standard, and features in The Observer and The 
Sunday Times Culture amongst others. In total over 
240 pieces of media coverage were obtained in the 
week following the announcement.
London International Mime Festival

The Barbican’s 2019 Theatre and Dance season 
started with the London International Mime 
Festival. The Guardian was granted exclusive 
backstage access to The Pit to photograph the ice 
marionette of Théâtre de L’Entrouvert’s Anywhere. 
The Stage and the Jewish Chronicle spoke to the 
Artistic Director of Gecko about the company’s show 
The Wedding, which played in the Barbican Theatre 
to critical acclaim. The Guardian awarded Waltz of 
the Hommelettes a 4* review.

Contact John Kelly on 020 7382 2389

Guildhall School’s involvement with Centre of Music  
The proposed Centre for Music’s porous design 
would provide Guildhall School with an ideal 
environment to experiment, explore and play 
across all disciplines. Musicians of all genres, actors, 
designers, video artists, and writers would be bringing 
the informal and welcoming spaces of the building 
to life on a daily basis, enabling the creation of new 
work and new ways of engaging with audiences. 
Guildhall School intends to create an Institute 
for Social Impact which will evaluate the impact 
and effectiveness of performance, outreach and 
education programmes and enable a virtuous 
circle of best practice within the Centre. The digital 
possibilities of the Centre will extend Guildhall 
School’s outreach and under-18s work nationally and 
internationally through an innovative digital strategy, 
with digital technology built into the designs for the 
Centre. Guildhall School’s existing artistic partnerships 
would see a step-change, as sharing this new 
building would offer more opportunities to a greater 
range of students including cross genre and cross 
discipline working with the Barbican and London 
Symphony Orchestra. 

Deputy Chairman of the Board of Governors receives 
MBE in New Years Honours 
John Bennett, Deputy Chairman of the Board of 
Governors at Guildhall School and previously its 
Chairman, has been made a Member of the Order 
of the British Empire (MBE) in the New Year’s Honours, 
for services to the City of London and education.

Lynne Williams awarded Member of the Order of 
Australia 
Principal of Guildhall School of Music & Drama 
Lynne Williams has been awarded Member of the 
Order of Australia (AM) for significant service to the 
performing arts. The Order of Australia is the 
pre-eminent means by which Australia recognises 
the outstanding and meritorious service of its citizens.

Leverhulme Arts Scholarship
Guildhall School is delighted to announce that it 
has received a major grant of up to £490,000 of 
Leverhulme Arts Scholarships over three years from 
the Leverhulme Trust. The grant will help provide 
postgraduate music scholarships and bursaries for 
young musicians at Junior Guildhall and Centre 
for Young Musicians, and will also include support 
for undergraduate musicians and for the School’s 
Production Arts faculty for the first time in recent 
years.

Contact Rebecca Driver, 
Rebecca Driver Media Relations

 on 020 7247 1894

Contact Jo Hutchinson, 
Guildhall School of Music & Drama 

on 020 7382 6130

Guildhall School of Music & Drama



London Metropolitan Archives (LMA)
50,000th History Card
On Tuesday 9 January 2019, LMA was delighted to 
reach a milestone as we issued our 50,000th History 
Card and presented the holder with a copy of 
London 1000 Years: Treasures from the collections 
of the City of London as a memento of her visit. A 
History Card is required to consult original archive 
material at LMA and is freely available to anyone 
who can bring two specified proofs of identity with 
them. As well as being a vital security measure, 
the History Card system allows LMA to offer online 
ordering, a boon to many hard-pressed researchers, 
which also enables us to see patterns in usage so 
that we can plan for the future. Visitors do not need 
a History Card to attend exhibitions and events at 
LMA or use the resources in our Information Area and 
Mediatheque.

Externally funded cataloguing projects
LMA is excited to announce that three externally 
funded cataloguing projects got underway either 
side of the New Year: UK Jewish Community Archives 
Programme Stage 2 (funded by the Rothschild 
Foundation (Hanadiv) Europe); Magical Mollie: 
cataloguing and celebrating the achievements of 
Mollie Angelia Hunte (1932-2015), black educational 
psychologist treating Black African-Caribbean 
children in London (funded by the Wellcome Trust); 
and Whitechapel Bell Foundry (depositor funded). 
The dedicated project staff comprise not only 
qualified professional archivists, but in the case of 
Mollie Hunte and Whitechapel Bell Foundry, paid 
interns. The Jewish programme is also supported by 
a project conservator who will work on priority items 
from our Jewish holdings in need of conservation.

10

London Symphony Orchestra (LSO)
New Year Concerts
The New Year began with a variety of concerts at 
the Barbican, with LSO Music Director Sir Simon Rattle 
and soprano soloist Barbara Hannigan, featuring 
works by Nordic composers. The Orchestra then 
embarked on a tour through Hungary and Poland 
with Sir Simon Rattle, before conductor Sir John Eliot 
Gardiner returned to take the LSO on tour to Belgium 
and The Netherlands. 

Music Academy of the West in Santa Barbara
International connections grew when Fellows from 
the Music Academy of the West in Santa Barbara, 
California, joined the LSO for a week in rehearsals 
and coaching sessions with members of the 
Orchestra. The fellows also had the opportunity to 
perform alongside the Orchestra in two concerts 
at the Barbican, and the Orchestra’s venue, LSO St 
Luke’s, hosted showcases by two of the Academy’s 
prize-winners. 

LSO Discovery
LSO Discovery – the Orchestra’s education 
programme – have selected the 2019 cohort of 
Panufnik Composers Scheme winners, with work to 
begin next month. Family and lunchtime concerts 
featuring LSO musicians continued to receive large 
audiences at LSO St Luke’s.

Contact Geoff Pick on ext. 3833

‘The City Corporation’s approach to supporting 
enterprise, start-ups and small businesses’ report 
was recently approved at the Summit Group of 
Senior Officers. The City Business Library (CBL) offers a 
wide range of services aimed at start-ups and SMEs 
and so will now be the first point of contact for all 
enquiries relating to enterprise, start-up and small 
business support. CBL will actively manage all related 
enquires and have an up-to-date overview of all 
business support and outreach offered across the 
City of London Corporation.

iExpert and IBISWorld access
CBL now have access to iExpert summaries through 
the IBISWorld database, which condenses the 
integral elements from industry reports into bite-sized 
summaries and provides suggested questions for 
job interviews on hundreds of different UK industries. 
This is a great addition to job seeker support at the 
Library.

City Business Library Membership 
The City Business Library will be launching a new 
remote access membership subscription in February 
2019. This will provide access to some of the service’s 
databases for businesses looking to start and grow 
across the UK by offering a wide range of business 
information and market research data to support 
their business growth. With people increasingly doing 
business and working remotely, it is important to have 
the ability to access such information anywhere and 
at any time. 

City Business Library

Contact Veronica Kocovska on 020 7588 1116

Contact Alexandra Leader on ext.1849
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Key Links  City Corporation website

 City Corporation intranet
 YouTube
 Twitter

For all enquiries contact MembersBriefing@cityoflondon.gov.uk 
or telephone the Communications Team on 020 7332 3467

• The announcement of the concept designs 
for the proposed Centre for Music was widely 
reported on including coverage in the Evening 
Standard by Architecture Correspondent Robert 
Bevan and Arts Correspondent Robert Dex, in The 
Guardian by Architecture Correspondent Oliver 
Wainwright and Arts Correspondent Mark Brown, 
The Times [£], Financial Times [£], ITV News, City 
A.M. [viewable internally], Architects’ Journal 
[£],London Live The Daily Telegraph [viewable 
internally], Daily Mail Online, Evening Standard, 
Architect’s Journal (£) and BBC London TV .

• The Policy Chair was interviewed on BBC Radio 4 
Today (skip to 23:00), following the Government’s 
Brexit deal being rejected by Parliament. The 
Policy Chair was also quoted in Sky News, CNN, 
Evening Standard City A.M.[viewable internally 
only], People Daily [in Chinese], New York Times, 
BBC Business Live blog, Financial News, Reuters UK, 
Bloomberg and London Loves Business.

• An interview with the Policy Chair was published in 
Reuters, where she talked about the post-Brexit UK 
financial landscape. The Policy Chair was quoted 
in further coverage in the New York Times and 
Business Telegraph. City A.M.  The New York Times, 
Reuters and The Daily Express.

• The Lord Mayor was interviewed by Yahoo 
Finance on the implications of Brexit for the 
City, and was also quoted in Yahoo Finance on 
cryptocurrencies and blockchain. 

• An opinion piece by the Lord Mayor featured in 
The Telegraph and (ii) China Watch supplement 
regarding the partnership between London and 
China. [Viewable internally only]

• The Policy Chair was quoted in an article in City 
A.M. about the London RMB Business Quarterly 
report co-compiled by the City Corporation and 
the People’s Bank of China. Further coverage 
in The Hong Kong Standard , Xinhuanet, Global 
Capital, Sina, FX Week and China Economic. 

• An interview with the Policy Chair featured on 
India Today, where she talked about Brexit and 
her upcoming visit to India. Further coverage 
on her upcoming visit was featured in Business 
Standard, India.com, Freepress journal, New Delhi 
Pioneer, HT Syndication and Devdiscourse. 

• A City Corporation spokesperson was quoted 
in an article in The Times (£) about the Road 
Danger Reduction and Active Travel Plan. Further 
coverage in Independent and BBC London Radio 
and LBC radio [viewable internally only].

• City A.M. ran a column by the Lord Mayor Peter 
Estlin about his visit to North America. Coverage 
of the visit was included in the Vancouver Sun,  
Evening Standard,  Excelsior  Milenio, El Financiero 
Mexico and El Economista [in Spanish]. 

• An interview with the Lord Mayor was featured 
by the Business in Vancouver podcast and 
FinTech Times on opportunities for partnership with 
Canada.

• The Lord Mayor wrote in City A.M. and The 
National UAE about his visit to the Gulf. The visit 
was also included in People’s Daily [in Spanish], 
The Gulf Today, Arabian Business , The National 
UAE, Gulf News, Arab Times, Kuwait Times, UAE 
Review, Emirates 24/7 and Emirates News Agency.

• The Times (£) reported the Sutton Trust has 
named the City of London Academies Trust 
CoLAT as a leading academy chain in helping 
disadvantaged children perform above the 
national average. Further coverage in The 
Guardian, Schools Week, Hackney Gazette 
[viewable internally only] and City Matters. 

• CoLAT CEO Mark Emmerson was interviewed by 
BBC Radio London (skip to 24mins) regarding a 
£100,000 summer holiday programme aimed at 
tackling learning problems and hunger. 

• The Policy Chair was quoted in a City A.M. article 
about improving apprenticeship uptake. 

• City A.M. Giving Magazine ran an article on the 
City Bridge Trust, in the form of a Q&A with its’ 
Chair Alison Gowman, looking back at the year 
and focussing on its work in the education and 
employability sector. [viewable internally only]

• Graeme Smith, Chair of the West Ham Park 
Committee, wrote in the Newham Recorder 
about improvements made to the south meadow 
area of West Ham Park. [Viewable internally only]. 

• Karina Dostalova, Chair of the Hampstead Heath 
Management Committee, wrote in Ham and High 
and (ii) about the benefits of spending time at the 
Heath. [Viewable internally only]

• The Times (£) ran a story on the City Corporation 
purchasing Barking Reach Power Station and the 
possible effects on Billingsgate, Smithfield and 
New Spitalfields markets. Further coverage in 
PropertyEU and Estates Gazette (£). 

• Planning & Transportation Committee, Chair 
Chris Hayward was quoted in City AM, Londonist, 
Property Week (£), Financial News (£), The Times 
(£) and Time Out regarding images of how the 
City’s cluster skyline will look in 2026 alongside 
details of the Transport Strategy and Local Plan 
consultations. Further coverage in Daily Mail, The 
Sun, and Time Out Bangkok’s City Envy section. 

• The City Corporation was mentioned in the 
Evening Standard after installing air filtration units 
in a school, helping to bring average nitrogen 
dioxide levels within international guidelines.

• Jeremy Mayhew, Finance Committee Chair, 
was quoted in a City Matters article about the 
£30k donation to Save the Children’s Indonesia 
Tsunami Appeal. Also covered in UK Fundraising.

• Channel 4 launched a new series of Animal 
Airport, featuring the work of staff at the Heathrow 
Animal Reception Centre. The Centre also 
featured on ITV’s Britain’s Busiest Airport. 

• City A.M. Evening Standard and City Matters 
reported Elected Members voting to begin a 
process to remove the Honorary Freedom from 
Aung San Suu Kyi.

In the News Contact John Park on ext. 3639


