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LORD MAYOR
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Contact Jay Patel on 020 7397 3467

Visit to China
Between 19 and 27 March, the Lord Mayor and 
Alderman and Sheriff Tim Hailes visited Hong 
Kong and Mainland China with a large business 
delegation. The reception afforded to the Lord 
Mayor and his delegation was noticeable in its 
genuine warmth, not only from business leaders 
but also from government and party officials. There 
was a willingness, openness and desire to talk 
about reform. The Lord Mayor met Government 
and Political Party officials, regulators, and 
representatives from a broad range of financial 
and related professional service firms. Principal 
topics included the Belt and Road Initiative and 
there is a clear desire for Chinese firms to be able 
to access the UK’s “soft infrastructure” of skills and 
services, as they plan the “hard infrastructure” of 
Belt and Road projects. Green Finance was also 
a major topic and whilst in Beijing the Lord Mayor 
exchanged letters with Dr Ma Jun (co-chair of G20 
Green Finance Study Group) in advance of the 
launch of the UK-China Green Finance Centre in the 
City. In Shanghai, the Lord Mayor also learnt of the 
appetite for the London Shanghai Stock Connect to 
be realised as soon as possible in the context of the 
opening Chinese markets and the significant political 
statement that it will make. He was also able to 
re-sign the memorandum of understanding between 
the City and Shanghai and was able to promote the 
City’s “Asia next decade” programme as evidence 
of continued collaboration and investment in 
relationship. The strength of personal relationships 
was emphasised at many junctures, as was an 
interest in cultural ties. 

UK Morocco Trade & Investment Forum
On Tuesday 27 March, Alderman Fiona Woolf DBE 
acted as the Lord Mayor locum tenens for the UK-
Morocco Trade & Investment Forum 2018 at Mansion 
House. His Excellency(HE) Mohamed Boussaid, 
Minister for Finance and Economy, lead a delegation 
of senior government and business officials to London 
for the event to showcase the huge opportunities 
Morocco has both within the country and as a 
gateway to the Middle East and Africa.

Easter Banquet
On Wednesday 28 March, the Lord Mayor hosted 
the diplomatic corps at Mansion House for the 
annual Easter Banquet, held to strengthen the 
UK’s relationship with countries around the globe. 
Speakers included Ambassador of Kuwait HE Khaled 
Al-Duwaisan and Foreign Secretary Rt Hon Boris 
Johnson MP whose speech touched on UK-Russia 
relations following recent events in Salisbury. 

Trade in Preston
On 29 March, the Lord Mayor took part in the Trade 
in Preston meeting organised by the Department for 
International Trade (DIT). Internation Trade Secretary 
Rt Hon Dr Liam Fox MP, chaired a discussion about 
where the Government should be prioritising its 
efforts to promote trade.

Norway Capital Markets Day
Between 5 and 6 April, the Lord Mayor attended 
a dinner and opened the Norway Capital Markets 
Day conference. The Lord Mayor was able to meet 
the Norwegian Finance Minister and the British 
Ambassador to Norway. This represents continued 
engagement with Norway in preparation for the Lord 
Mayor’s upcoming visit to Norway in May.

Digital Breakfast with DIT Permanent Secretary
On Friday 13 April the Lord Mayor met Antonia 
Romeo, DIT Permanent Secretary, at Mansion 
House to discuss access to global tech talent, 
growth capital, international engagement and the 
strengths of the UK regarding fintech. This was also 
an opportunity to further align key policy positions 
on technological innovation in financial services. 
Other attendees included; Liam Maxwell, National 
Technology Adviser, DCMS; David Bartlett, Head, 
Financial Services Organisation, DIT; and Alderman 
Peter Estlin. 

Commonwealth Business Forum
Between 16 and 18 April, the City Corporation 
co-hosted the Commonwealth Business Forum 
as part of the 2018 Commonwealth Heads of 
Government Meeting. On 16 April, the Lord Mayor 
opened the first session ‘Delivering a Prosperous 
Commonwealth for All’ at Guildhall, after which 
there were keynote speeches from the Prime 
Ministers of Malta and the UK. The Lord Mayor gave 
a keynote speech at a session on rebuilding trust, 
where he was able to promote his Business of Trust 
Programme. The discussion outlined the problem 
arising from the shortage of public trust and explored 
how government, businesses and the Business of 
Trust’s civic principles could improve the situation. 
The Lord Mayor also introduced International Trade 
Secretary Rt Hon Dr Liam Fox MP to speak at an 
event promoting Inward Investment to the UK. On 
Tuesday, the Lord Mayor started by welcoming the 
Mozambique Minister for Industry to open a 
half-day conference on Innovation in Infrastructure. 
The Lord Mayor then spoke at the UK-Nigeria Trade 
and Investment Forum, where he was able to speak 
with the Nigerian Trade Minister and the British High 
Commissioner in preparation for his upcoming visit 
to Nigeria in June. In the evening the Lord Mayor 
hosted the Commonwealth Business Banquet at 
Guildhall. Guests included one President, five Prime 
Ministers, around 40 Commonwealth Ministers, and 
12 UK Ministers. Several high-profile business figures 
including Bill Gates were also in attendance. On 
the final day of the Forum, the Lord Mayor opened 
a Cyber-Security event, which was followed by a 
speech by Home Secretary Rt Hon Amber Rudd 
MP. In the afternoon, the Lord Mayor attended 
the Heads of Government Roundtable, where the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer Rt Hon Philip Hammond 
MP chaired a discussion with several Commonwealth 
Heads of State, including the President of South 
Africa, and a wide range of business leaders.
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As I said in the April Court meeting, it is an enormous 
honour to be elected as Chief Commoner and I can 
only hope that I can perform as well in the role as 
have my illustrious predecessors. One of the principal 
responsibilities of the Chief is to act as the eyes 
and ears of his fellow Commoners, which can be 
done only by being accessible and approachable.  
During my year I intend to spend more time in the 
Members’ Room than in my office and I hope that 
you will feel free to raise any concerns that you 
may have at the earliest opportunity.  As you may 
know we introduced last year a communal table 
in the Guildhall Club so that Members having lunch 
may do so in convivial company and, on the rare 
occasions when I do not have a Committee lunch, 
I will email Members in the hope that you may feel 
free to join me on the day.

I am conscious also that we have a substantial 
body of newer Members who may find it difficult to 
be in Guildhall during the working day on a regular 
basis.  During my year Claire and I will be hosting 
a number of informal drinks parties in the Chief 
Commoner’s flat which I hope that everyone will 
have an opportunity to attend. As the Lord Mayor 
and the Sheriffs become increasingly busy we are 
keen to promote the role of Chief Commoner so 
that it can assist in furthering our relationships with 
Livery Companies and Ward Clubs. As part of this 
process of spreading awareness, I will also be hosting 
a few events at Guildhall to raise the profile of those 
institutions with which I have been closely involved 
during my 20 years on the Court, notable the LSO 
and the GSMD.  I do hope that you will feel able 
to support these endeavours when they come to 
fruition. 

Finally, when I was Chairman of the Culture, 
Heritage and Libraries Committee, I became very 
aware of the extent to which many parts of the City 
Corporation rely upon volunteers to deliver their 
services to the public.  I propose to host a Reception 
later in the year in Guildhall as a means of expressing 
our appreciation, and hopefully encouraging them 
to do yet more, and I will need to call upon your 
help in hosting that evening and in making our 
volunteers feel that they are valued members of the 
City community. My intention is to be at Guildhall 
for most of each working week with the possible 
exception of August and Christmas and I do hope 
that you will feel free to approach me at any time 
with your concerns, suggestions or simply to pass the 
time of day.

Yours sincerely,

John Scott
Chief Commoner.

Immediate Past Chief Commoner 
The final month for the Immediate Past Chief 
Commoner was very busy as she filled her time with 
lots of engagements. 

On Easter Saturday afternoon, the Chief had the 
great privilege of pulling the lever to raise Tower 
Bridge to allow steamer Dixie Queen to pass. A 
photo is below. 

On the 9 April, she was a guest at the Lecture and 
Reception for the 48 Group Club (young Chinese 
entrepreneurs in London), where Minister Counsellor 
Jin Xu (a great friend of the City of London) has 
been attached to the Economic and Commercial 
Section, Chinese Embassy for three years, but whose 
term of office in London is now ended and he soon 
returns to China. A photo of the two is below. 

 

Contact Emma Cunnington on ext. 1413

CHIEF COMMONER

The Chief Commoner with 
Dame Felicity Lott at the 
Guildhall School of Music & 
Drama annual dinner.
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CHAIRMAN OF  POLICY & RESOURCES
Public Relations and Economic Development 
Sub Committee Away Day
The Policy Chairman chaired the Public Relations 
and Economic Development Sub Committee 
Away Day on 27 March. This was an opportunity 
for Members of the Sub Committee to discuss 
the direction of, and delve deeper into the 
work of the Economic Development Office, 
Communications Office, and Parliamentary Team in 
the Remembrancers Department. There was much 
discussion surrounding advocation to Government 
and Parliament that had been undertaken, 
concerning the City Corporation’s key Brexit 
messages regarding talent, trade and transition. 

US Tax Reform Roundtable
On 28 March, the Policy Chairman made opening 
and closing remarks at the City Corporation 
roundtable event entitled: ‘US Corporation Tax 
Reform – Implications and Ways Forward’. Sweeping 
changes to the US Internal Revenue Code came 
into effect in January 2018, representing the most 
significant overhaul of the US tax system in over 
three decades. As part of the City Corporation’s 
rejuvenated US strategy, the roundtable was 
convened to offer stakeholders a forum to 
discuss this key policy issue and to inform the City 
Corporation’s advocacy position in the run-up to the 
Policy Chairman’s trip to Washington and New York 
in May. 

Meeting with Charles Randell, Chair of the Financial 
Conduct Authority
On 9 April, the Policy Chairman met the new Chair 
of the FCA, Charles Randell. They discussed the 
ongoing relationship between the City Corporation 
and the regulator and the main challenges facing 
the FCA and the Payment Systems Regulator. 

Violent Crime Summit
Following the recent tragic spike in violence in 
London, the Policy Chairman contributed to the 
Violent Crime Summit on 10 April, hosted by the 
Mayor of London and the Metropolitan Police 
Commissioner. It was a sobering meeting but very 
well attended with most borough leaders and 
several parliamentarians and government ministers. 
The City Corporation is committed to playing its part 
with other London agencies in tackling this issue. 

Meeting with London Airports
On 13 April the Policy Chairman, accompanied 
by the Chairman of Planning and Transportation, 
convened a meeting with representatives from 
Gatwick, Heathrow, London City and Stansted 
airports. The purpose of the meeting was to discuss 
the impact of Brexit on the airport sector if Brexit 
meant there would be amove away from London 
by the financial and professional services sector. 
The representatives from the airports were keen to 
hear more about the City Corporation’s transport 
strategy. 

Commonwealth Business Forum, 16-18 April 
As Members will know, the City Corporation 
co-hosted the Commonwealth Business Forum (CBF) 
on 16-18 April, as part of the Commonwealth Heads 
of Government Meeting (CHOGM) 2018. The CBF 
was a key pillar of CHOGM, as it offered a platform 
for dialogue between business and governments 
across the Commonwealth by convening c. 1300 
Heads of Government, ministers, top business leaders 
and civil society over three days. The Chairman of 
Policy spoke on three major panels including the 
Green Finance: Returns with Responsibility session, 
the Financial and Professional Services session 
and the Cybersecurity session. In addition, she 
had conversations and meetings with important 
stakeholders including the Prime Minister, the Prince 
of Wales and the Home Secretary, amongst others.

City Week 2018
On 23 April, the Policy Chairman spoke at the 
City Week conference ahead of the Economic 
Secretary to the Treasury. Her speech focused on 
the City Corporation’s messaging on Brexit and the 
rest of the world (particularly US, China and India), 
and that the UK needed to keep striving ahead on 
regulation (maintaining high standards), reputation 
(maintaining trust after the crash) and innovation 
(maintaining the right environment for new sectors). 

House of Lords EU Select Committee
 On 24 April, the Policy Chairman appeared 
before the House of Lords EU Select Committee to 
answer questions on post-Brexit UK-EU relations. She 
was joined on the panel by CBI Director-General 
Carolyn Fairbairn, and TUC General Secretary 
Frances O’Grady. In her opening statement, 
the Policy Chairman set out the “pragmatic” 
approach taken by the City Corporation in the 
wake of the EU referendum, which focused primarily 
on the promotion of the “three Ts” – transition, 
trade and talent. She also stated that UK Single 
Market membership would offer, post-Brexit, 
what the financial services sector wants, but the 
mutual market access proposals outlined by the 
International Regulatory Strategy Group, currently 
supported by the City Corporation, operated within 
the Government’s so-called “red-lines”. 

Contact Emma Cunnington on ext. 1413

Any Member wishing to know our position on any 
subject can contact the Director of Communications 
Bob Roberts or the Head of Corporate Affairs 
Eugenie Denaurois.

mailto:emma.cunnington@cityoflondon.gov.uk
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Financial Services 
The Exiting the European Union Committee travelled 
to the Bloomberg building to take evidence on Brexit 
and financial services from two sets of panellists. 
The first comprised Sam Woods of the Prudential 
Regulation Authority and Andrew Bailey of the 
Financial Conduct Authority. The second was formed 
of Nikhil Rathi, LSE, Stephen Jones, UK Finance, Chris 
Cummings, The Investment Association, and Huw 
Evans, Association of British Insurers.  Asked about 
their immediate concerns for the financial services 
sector, both Woods and Evans raised the issues of 
data and the continuing ability to service contracts 
after Brexit. Woods repeated his assessment, 
endorsed by Jones, that 5-10,000 financial services 
jobs were initially at risk from Brexit. 

Bailey and others welcomed the recent transition 
agreement but noted that it did not provide the 
legal certainty needed to “reset” contingency 
planning assumptions. Woods told the Committee 
that legislation to introduce a temporary permissions 
regime to allow EU firms to continue operating 
in the UK would need to be introduced by the 
summer. Bailey argued that technical planning with 
EU authorities needed to start now to coordinate 
solutions that would allow firms on both sides of the 
UK-EU border to continue operating in the event 
of no deal. Asked about the likelihood of a deal 
on financial services, Bailey asserted that such a 
deal, ideally based on mutual recognition, was 
“technically doable” but questioned whether it was 
politically achievable. Evans argued that discussions 
on a future deal were “not where they need to be” 
and suggested that agreeing the Heads of Terms 
for a future agreement by the end of the transition 
period would be a “major achievement.”

The future of London’s clearing industry was 
discussed. All the witnesses agreed that 
fragmentation of the clearing market would result in 
higher costs for consumers. Access to international 
talent was raised, and Cummings argued for the 
need to “attract the best of the best at all stages 
of their career.” On opportunities for the financial 
sector, Evans cited the need to engage with 
growing economies like China and India, with 
Cummings agreeing that there was “huge potential” 
for the asset management sector with “the growing 
middle classes” of Asia. The increasing significance 
of green finance and fintech was also noted.

Women in Finance
Evidence was submitted to the Treasury Select 
Committee’s inquiry into Women in Finance, 
following the City Corporation’s recent signing of 
the Treasury’s ‘Women in Finance Charter’. The City 
Corporation’s commitment to social mobility was 
emphasised, and City Corporation led initiatives 
such as ‘Power of Diversity’ and the ‘She Can Be’ 
campaign were highlighted.

Australia and New Zealand
Evidence given to the International Trade 
Committee’s inquiry into trade with Australia and 
New Zealand emphasised the opportunities for 
increased collaboration between the UK, Australia 
and New Zealand, noting the cultural, social 
and historical links between the three countries. 
Opportunities were identified in Fintech, cyber 
security, asset management, infrastructure and 
green finance, with the ‘FinTech Bridge’ signed by 
the UK and Australia earlier this year. The submission 
drew on the findings of the Lord Mayor’s visit to 
Australia and New Zealand in February and research 
commissioned ahead of the visit into the trade links 
between Australia, New Zealand and the UK in 
financial and professional services.

Brexit and Biosecurity
A submission was made to a Lords EU Energy and 
Environment Sub-Committee inquiry into Brexit and 
biosecurity. The submission recommended, among 
other things, that levels of consumer protection 
relating to public, animal and environmental health 
should be maintained or enhanced after Brexit, and 
that the UK and EU should adopt a shared approach 
to biosecurity controls. 

25-Year Environment Plan
In evidence to the Environmental Audit Committee’s 
inquiry into the 25-Year Environment Plan, the 
publication of the Government’s plan, and its 
ambition to achieve cleaner air and halve the 
effects of air pollution on health by 2030, was 
welcomed. The submission highlighted the City 
Corporation’s initiatives to improve the air quality 
in the Square Mile and included recent City 
Corporation initiatives on coffee cups and single-use 
plastics.  The City Corporation’s management of its 
open spaces and its work green finance were also 
discussed.

Contact James Edwards on ext. 1202
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Use of City of London Email Address
At the Meeting of the Policy and Resources Committee on Thursday 12 April, it was agreed that Members 
must use a City of London Corporation email address for City Corporation business. This is to ensure that 
the City Corporation is General Data Protection Regulation compliant. Members should all be using a City 
Corporation address by Friday 18 May. The VIP Support Team in the IT Division is able to support all Members 
during this transition, please contact the Team to make an appointment by emailing 
IS-VIPSupport@cityoflondon.gov.uk or telephoning 020 7332 3330. You can also visit the VIP Support Team on 
the 2nd Floor, North Wing, Guildhall.

Contact Ellen Murphy on ext. 3992

Bridging Divides Launch
On Monday 23 April, the City Bridge Trust launched 
its new charitable funding programme, Bridging 
Divides. This follows an extensive review, consultation 
with over 1,000 Londoners and the agreement of the 
Bridging Divides strategy by the Court of Common 
Council in 2017. This programme will see around 
£100m distributed over the next five years and will 
also draw on all the non-monetary expertise and 
networks of CBT and the City Corporation to tackle 
inequality across the Capital. The Trust’s three new 
funding priorities are: 
• Connecting the Capital: Enabling London’s 

communities to become even stronger, more 
resilient and able to thrive.

• Positive Transitions: Work that will enable 
Londoners experiencing inequality and 
disadvantage to make important transitions in 
their lives (eg people leaving care).

• Advice and Support: Providing access to good 
quality advice and support to reduce and 
address inequalities. For more information please 
visit the City Bridge Trust website. A briefing event 
for Members on the Trust’s new programmes and 
other available charitable funding will take place 
later this year.

Social Investment Fund Report
The City of London Social Investment Board has 
published a report looking at the First Five Years 
of the City Corporation’s Social Investment Fund. 
This report shows that the Fund made investments 
totalling nearly £13m helping marginalised people 
across the UK, including the homeless, ex-offenders 
and disabled people. In addition, the Fund has 
achieved a return of 4.7%, exceeding its initial 2% 
target, demonstrating that is possible to have a 
positive social impact without compromising on 
financial returns. To download a copy of the report 
please visit the City Bridge Trust website.

City Bridge Trust Contact Martin Hall on ext. 3705

Economic Development
Commonwealth Business Forum
The City of London co-hosted the 11th 
Commonwealth Business Forum from 16-18 April. 
The Forum convened 300 speakers over more 
than 40 thematic sessions, engaging some 1,400 
participants representing business, regulators, trade 
and investment promotion bodies, and governments 
from almost all the nations of the Commonwealth 
and 80 countries in all. The Commonwealth Business 
Forum banquet, welcomed one president, five 
prime ministers and over 40 ministers from across 
the Commonwealth. Our objectives were to 
drive forward the City’s place in the world as the 
Commonwealth Financial Centre and cement the 
City Corporation’s position as a partner of choice for 
priority UK Government initiatives. With an agenda 
tailored to City priorities and near universal positive 
feedback for a smoothly delivered initiative, these 
objectives were well-met. A new report highlighting 
London’s position as a hub for infrastructure 
investment was launched at the Forum. 

UK Green Finance Taskforce
The report Accelerating Green Finance was 
published by the Green Finance Taskforce, chaired 
by Sir Roger Gifford. The Taskforce sets the policy 
direction to accelerate transition to a low carbon 
economy. The report proposes measures to combine 
meeting capital needs with the move to a low 
carbon economy. 

City Week 2018
The Policy Chairman opened the first two days of 
City Week 2018 at Guildhall, focusing one speech 
on the event theme - securing continuity against a 
backdrop of global change, and another on the 
UK-EU relationship. The Policy Chairman went on to 
chair a panel focused on how London can protect 
its position as a leading global financial centre.

Leaders of Tomorrow
The Lord Mayor hosted the first of a series of “Leaders 
of Tomorrow” events bringing together the next 
generation of leaders to put purpose and responsible 
business at the heart of leadership. A panel of 
leaders shared insights into the changing nature of 
public expectation and responsible business.  

Contact Sabina Johal on ext. 3614 
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West Ham Park 
In partnership with the Learning team and Wild 
Schools programme, the Wildlife nature garden 
extension is underway. Aided by volunteers, Friends 
of the Park and colleagues from across the Open 
Spaces, a dead hedge will be created and will form 
a new perimeter to the extended garden offering 
a valuable habitat for birds and hedgehogs. The 
ongoing maintenance of the hedge will be used in 
‘wilderness’ sessions with older children. 

Burnham Beeches 
On Sunday 13 May, 2-3.30pm, meet a ranger and 
some of the reptiles and amphibians found at 
Burnham Beeches. This will take place at the café. 
On Saturday 19 May come along to the ancient 
trees of Burnham Beeches. Our old trees have some 
fantastic tales to tell, as do the rangers. During this 
two hour walk, discover how and why the ancient 
pollards were created and what we are doing to 
keep them alive. Please call 01753647358 for further 
information and to book. From Saturday 26 May 
to Sunday 3 June have a wonderful woodland 
adventure on our popular half term trail, aimed at 
children up to 12 years old. Pick up a leaflet from the 
information point and guide yourself along the route. 
Bring a pencil.

Open Spaces Contact Roush Islam on ext. 3571 
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City of London Academy Islington (COLAI)
On 20 April, 45 COLAI students attended the 
annual Year 11 revision camp at Marchants Hill in 
Guilford. Students worked closely with COLAI staff in 
groups of no more than six focusing on aspects of 
key subject knowledge and exam technique.  When 
not studying they were able to take part in activities 
such as climbing, abseiling and trapeze, challenging 
any self-imposed limitations they might hold. The 
students returned tired but full of confidence and 
highly motivated. On 19 April, sixth form students 
and staff from the Academy were invited to attend 
the RAF centenary celebration event. They were 
delighted to attend and particularly enjoyed seeing 
a selection of war planes. They were also treated 
to inspirational speeches, including one by the Lord 
Mayor. The students who attended are studying A 
Level History and commented on how the event 
brought the history of the RAF to life. Year 12 student, 
Matthew McNamara said, ‘I have only ever seen 
planes like that in films’. Since December 2017, six 
students from the Year 12 Business & Economics 
Department have been working with a team of 
mentors from Deloitte on the Deloitte TMT Challenge. 
The group were tasked with developing an idea 
for an augmented reality mobile application that 
could be used in the retail sector. On 27 February, 
the group presented their idea – a mobile telephone 
application which would help elderly people take 
their prescription drugs – to a judging panel at the 
Deloitte offices in Holborn. They won this stage of the 
competition and the final, where they presented in 
front of around 100 technology entrepreneurs.

Contact Sonia Jacob 020 7226 8611

City of London Freemen’s School 
In 2016, Freemen’s signed an agreement with 
Miyagi First Senior High School to create a closer 
working relationship between the two schools and 
to encourage cultural and educational exchanges. 
As part of this partnership, Freemen’s hosted nine 
Japanese students over the course of a week to 
allow the students to immerse themselves in English 
culture as well as to give Freemen’s pupils an insight 
into Japanese life and traditions. The students 
spent an exciting week in the UK, enjoying lessons 
at Freemen’s; a day with Freemen’s host families 
and a visit to Thorpe Park with Freemen’s boarders as 
well as exploring the sites of London, Windsor and 
Eton. Whilst at Freemen’s the students shared some 
of the traditional elements of Japanese culture 
including teaching the art of Japanese calligraphy, 
origami and hosting a Japanese tea ceremony. In 
exchange, the students were able to participate in 
Sixth Form lessons as well as enjoying a fish and chip 
supper in Ashtead with Freemen’s host students. 
Headmaster Roland Martin said of the students’ 
visit: “Nine young ladies from Miyagi First Senior High 
School, Sendai have spent a long weekend with 
us and I am grateful to the warmth that they have 
been shown by host families. It is very much my hope 
that the relationship between our schools develops 
in the years ahead and that it will not be too long 
before students from Freemen’s get to visit Miyagi 
Prefecture and experience a very different culture.”

Contact Sophie Parkin on 01372 822447

City of London Academies and Schools

National walking month is almost here. During the month of May the Road Danger Reduction Team, Business 
Healthy and the Active City Network will be working with businesses across the Square Mile to get people 
walking. The aim is to get as many people – City workers and residents - as possible active and to give 
walking everyday journeys a go. There are loads of ways to take part. Visit the Business healthy website to 
find out more.

Contact Andrea Bending on ext. 1249National Walking Month
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Contact Neil Davies on ext. 3327   City of London Academies and Schools
City of London Academy Highbury Grove 
On Monday 23 April 2018 City of London Academy 
Highbury Grove music students, together with 
students from 10 London schools, joined Andrew 
Lloyd Webber to celebrate the fifth anniversary of 
the Music in Secondary Schools Trust (MiSST) at a 
special gala concert at the London Palladium. The 
students, with guest performers from the English 
Schools’ Orchestra and English Young Artists’ 
Sinfonia, gave performances of Finlandia by Sibelius, 
Piano Concerto No. 1 in F Major by Mozart, and 
movements from Beethoven’s Fifth Symphony as 
well as playing two compositions created especially 
for the event. Since the trust’s programme started 
in April 2013, free tuition has been provided to 5,000 
pupils from dis-advantaged backgrounds. MiSST 
currently gives free teaching and instruments to 3,700 
pupils in 11 London schools.

Contact Jackie Barry on 020 7288 8946

City of London School for Boys (CLSB)
A pupil in the first form has recently completed a run 
as one of the lead roles in the Old Vic production 
of Fanny and Alexander. Misha Handley was one of 
three boys who shared the part of young Alexander 
in this adaptation of filmmaker Ingmar Bergman’s 
masterpiece Fanny & Alexander, adapted for the 
stage by BAFTA award-winning writer Stephen 
Beresford and Old Vic Associate Director Max 
Webster. This new production was extremely well 
reviewed by the critics. Misha began the show and 
his role was “wonderfully played” according to Paul 
Taylor’s four-star review for The Independent. There 
was similar praise in Time Out, which highlighted “an 
excellent turn from Misha Handley”. The Guardian 
described Misha’s role as “excellently played”. He 
was full of praise for the School’s support in enabling 
him to take the role. CLSB physics technician, Russell, 
ran the London Marathon in aid of charity Amref 
Health Africa who CLSB are raising money for this 
year. He completed the race in an impressive time of 
4:17:44 and managed to raise a total of £2,180. 

Contact Georgina Berry on 0203 680 6414 
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City of London Police
Staff Roadshows
April has been a busy month for the Police. The 
Commissioner has delivered a series of Roadshows to 
staff (including Specials and volunteers), scheduled 
to run until 11 May. Based around the recently 
launched Police Corporate plan, the Roadshows are 
an interactive opportunity for colleagues to learn 
about developments within the force, and our new 
national responsibilities such as delivering Project 
Servator nationally. Alongside the forward-looking 
content, there is also reflection on the Leadership 
programme with staff providing input on how 
they are bringing empowerment to life within their 
roles. Feedback has been good, with colleagues 
enjoying the opportunity to put questions to the 
Commissioner. 

Cyber-crime
Early in the month, the Daily Mail ran an interview 
with the Commissioner in which he discussed issues 
with investigating cyber-crime, noting ‘We cannot 
arrest our way out of this problem.’ 

Violent Crime
In the wake of a significant increase in violent crime 
across the Capital, City of London Police have 
taken on the investigation of a suspicious death in 
Hackney, leading to significant coverage across the 
national and local media. 

Contact Teresa La Thangue on  020 7601 2290

Safer City Partnership
In support of the Safer City Partnerships commitment to improve engagement with our resident community, 
the Community Safety Team will be attending a number of events to gain a deeper understanding of their 
concerns relating to crime and anti-social behaviour. The first of these took place on 26 April with a coffee 
morning for residents on the Mansell Street estate. These events are focussed on wellbeing in the City.  
Participation has historically been stronger in the older generation, but working with Toynbee Hall we hope to  
broaden representation. There will be a further visit on 31 May when the main topic will be vulnerability and 
the risk of extremism. Future events will also be taking place on Golden Lane and Middlesex Street estates.

Contact David Mackintosh on ext. 3084

Gresham College
Speechwriting: Creating Authenticity, 9 May, 6-7pm, Barnard’s Hall
The image of the speechwriter in televised programmes (such as The Thick of It, The West Wing or 
Yes Minister) is as something of a puppeteer, a sinister figure operating in the shadows, malevolently 
manipulating our political masters. Simon Lancaster believes that the successful speechwriter is less of a 
puppeteer and more of an impressionist. In his talk, he will share a number of stories and anecdotes from 
his time as a speechwriter, setting out how he captures someone else’s authentic voice and what happens 
when it goes wrong. No reservations are required for this lecture. It will be run on a ‘first come, first served’ 
basis. Doors will open 30 minutes before the start of the lecture. For more information about this lecture and 
other upcoming lectures, or to watch previous lectures please visit the Gresham College website. 

Contact Pernille Norregaard on 020 7831 0575

mailto:Neil.davies@cityoflondon.gov.uk
https://www.standard.co.uk/topic/andrew-lloyd-webber
https://www.standard.co.uk/topic/andrew-lloyd-webber
mailto:jbarry@highburygrove.cola.org.uk
mailto:georgina.berry@cityoflondonschool.org.uk
mailto:teresa.la-thangue%40cityoflondon.police.uk?subject=
mailto:David.MackIntosh%40cityoflondon.gov.uk?subject=
https://www.gresham.ac.uk/
mailto:David.MackIntosh%40cityoflondon.gov.uk?subject=


Nevertheless She Persisted
Part of the Barbican’s The Art of Change, this is a 
season of films and documentaries which look 
at women’s rebellious efforts to gain equality. It 
is inspired by the 100 year anniversary of (some) 
women gaining the right to vote in the UK. It 
opened on 18 April with a sold out screening of 
the documentary feature Chisolm ’72: Unbought 
and Unbossed, followed by an on-stage Q&A with 
playwright Bonnie Greer, and Barrister and Activist 
Harini Iyengar. It has featured in The Guardian, Time 
Out, Independent, Stylist and Dazed Magazine.

Stranger Things in the Barbican Hall
On 7 April, the Barbican Hall hosted two sold-out 
shows featuring Kyle Dixon and Michael Stein, the 
Emmy award-winning composers of the soundtrack 
to hit TV show Stranger Things. There were live 
performances of music from both series of the show, 
with an elaborate Audio Visual stage set by designer 
MFO. The shows received a 5-star Telegraph review.

Return of The Encounter 
Originally presented at the Barbican in 2016, 
The Encounter, Complicité’s ground-breaking 
technological tour de force from Simon McBurney 
featuring binaural sound transmitted direct to the 
audience through headphones, returned to the 
Barbican in April following a hit Broadway run and 
international tour. This Barbican / Complicite co-
production won both Tony and Evening Standard 
Theatre Awards, being described by the latter 
as ‘a hypnotic almost religious experience that 
warrants those two much-abused terms, immersive 
and unmissable.’ The Evening Standard also gave 
the return run a glowing review, describing it as 
‘something very special’. There was also a 5* review 
in Time Out, and a 4* review in The Times.
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Barbican Centre Contact John Kelly on ext. 2389

Guildhall School of Music & Drama (GSMD)
Shirley Henderson
Shirley Henderson, alumna of the GSMD has won 
an Olivier Award in the Best Actress in a Musical 
category for her performance in the Old Vic’s 
Girl from the North Country. Aged 17 Henderson 
moved to London from Fife to study at the GSMD, 
graduating in 1986. Some of Henderson’s best known 
roles include playing Jude in Bridget Jones’ Diary 
and Moaning Myrtle in Harry Potter.  

The Gold Medal 2018  
The GSMD’s most prestigious prize for musicians, 
The Gold Medal, will be held on 10 May at 7pm 
in the Barbican Hall. This year it is the turn of the 
instrumentalists, who will perform a concerto with the 
Guildhall Symphony Orchestra conducted by James 
Judd. Finalists include: Ljubica Stojanovic performing 
Prokofiev’s Piano Concerto No. 3 in C major, 
Dan-Iulian Druţac performing Sibelius’ Violin 
Concerto in D minor and Joon Yoon performing 
Brahms’ Piano Concerto No.1 in D minor. Previous 
winners of the Gold Medal include Jacqueline du Pré 
(1960), Tasmin Little (1986) and Sir Bryn Terfel (1989). 

Changes to senior staff team
There have been a few changes within the Guildhall 
School’s executive team this month. Vice Principal 
and Director of Innovation at the Guildhall School, 
Professor Helena Gaunt, has been appointed the 
new Principal at the Royal Welsh College of Music & 
Drama. She will begin her new post on 1 September 
2018. Jeremy Newton began his new role as Vice 
Principal and Director of Advancement on 3 April 
2018 in which he will provide executive leadership 
and strategic direction for the conservatoire’s 
development and communications teams. 
Previously, Newton was chief executive of Children 
and the Arts and a teaching fellow at Judge Business 
School, Cambridge. 

Contact Rebecca Driver, 
Rebecca Driver Media Relations

020 7247 1894

Contact Jo Hutchinson, 
Guildhall School of Music & Drama

020 7382 6130

London Metropolitan Archives (LMA)
From 30 April to 6 September, there will be a display in the City of London Heritage Gallery in connection 
with the 25th anniversary of the murder of Stephen Lawrence. There will also be another chance to see the 
City of London’s 1297 copy of Magna Carta and, in this World Cup year, early documents from the City 
of London archives referencing football. On 31 May, 10.30am-4pm, the LMA will suspend its usual activities 
and open its doors once again for London History Day, celebrating the capital’s extraordinary history and 
heritage. The theme is Women and Power in connection with the 100th anniversary of the Representation of 
the People Act 1918 which gave some women the right vote in the UK. The LMA team will introduce visitors 
to some of its wonderful collections telling the amazing stories of women in the capital: campaigners, factory 
workers, reformers, politicians, apprentices, artists and engineers going back centuries. LMA’s London History 
Day is free, but please register your interest on Eventbrite where you can book general admission, talks, tours 
and presentations. As part of the celebrations the KinoVan will be coming to Guildhall Yard, showing archive 
compilations on women worker’s rights and the suffragette movement from London’s Screen Archives, British 
Film Institute and the Royal Albert Hall. The hour-long programme, suitable for all ages, will be screened on a 
loop, 11am-5pm. The event is un-ticketed and seating will be first-come first-served. 

Contact Geoff Pick on ext. 3833

http://www.independent.co.uk/arts-entertainment/films/features/the-divine-order-petra-volpe-swiss-vote-suffragette-carey-mulligan-barbican-a8253256.html
http://www.stylist.co.uk/visible-women/feminist-events-suffrage-suffragette-centenary-2018-london-manchester/184920
http://www.dazeddigital.com/film-tv/article/39685/1/shirley-chisholm).
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/music/artists/kyle-dixon-michael-stein-performing-music-stranger-things-barbican/
https://www.standard.co.uk/go/london/theatre/the-encounter-review-an-exceptional-immersive-experience-a3816761.html
https://www.timeout.com/london/theatre/the-encounter-review
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/theatre-review-the-encounter-at-the-barbican-m07jc6lsv
mailto:John.Kelly@barbican.org.uk
mailto:rebecca@rdmr.co.uk
mailto:jo.hutchinson@gsmd.ac.uk
http://www.cityoflondon.gov.uk/things-to-do/visiting-the-city/attractions-museums-and-galleries/guildhall-art-gallery-and-roman-amphitheatre/Pages/Heritage-Gallery.aspx
http://www.cityoflondon.gov.uk/things-to-do/visiting-the-city/archives-and-city-history/Pages/magna-carta.aspx
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/women-and-power-london-history-day-tickets-42536704428
mailto:geoff.pick@cityoflondon.gov.uk
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Key Links City Corporation website

City Corporation intranet
YouTube
Twitter

Christs Hospital

For all enquiries contact MembersBriefing@cityoflondon.gov.uk 
or telephone the Communications Office on 020 7332 3467

• The Lord Mayor was quoted in a story in 
Financial Express about the State Bank of India 
launching a UK subsidiary. Further coverage 
in Mint, Business Standard India, Economic 
Voice, Global Banking and Finance Review, 
Banking Frontiers and Money Control. 

• Lord Mayor Charles Bowman featured in 
an article in People’s Daily, ECNS, Beijing 
International, China Daily, CRI, Sina (Chinese). 
Further coverage in EastDay, CCTV.

• Lord Mayor Charles Bowman was interviewed 
by CGTN and Xinhua News on his visit to 
China. Further coverage appears in Xinhua, JF 
Daily, Sina, Kanka News, Eastday, East Money, 
The Paper, The Hong Kong Economic Journal, 
The Global Times, GMV, ZJK Online, Sina 
China, and China News, China Economic Net.

• The Daily Mail reported comments by the 
Policy Chairman. Further coverage in the         
I Newspaper and 100 other sources. 

• Manchester Evening News ran a story that the 
City Corporation is due to double its regional 
strategy in the North of England. Policy 
Chairman is quoted in Yorkshire Evening Post, 
the Yorkshire Post and Brief Report.

• The Policy Chairman was quoted in Daily 
Express, City AM and The Argus about the UK’s 
position as a financial hub after Brexit.

• The Policy Chairman was quoted in a City AM 
article about the City Corporation teaming 
up with India. Further coverage appeared in 
GG2 Net and Business Standard India. 

• The Policy Chairman was interviewed by CCTV 
on Chinese President Xi Jinping’s speech on 
economic reforms at the BOAO forum. Further 
coverage: Xinhua (Chinese)

• The Policy Chairman was quoted in China 
Daily. Further coverage in the Hong Kong 
Economic Times, People’s Daily (Chinese).

• Policy Chairman Catherine McGuinness 
was quoted in Insurance Journal, Reuters, 
New York Times and Daily Mail, about the 
future of London as a financial centre and 
interviewed on BBC London News (17 minutes 
in) discussing one year until Brexit.

• City A.M ran a photo of the Lord Mayor and 
the Policy Chairman with the Prime Minister at 
the Commonwealth Heads of Government 
Meeting (CHOGM).

• The Lord Mayor was referenced in the Daily 
Mail, The Herald, AOL and Evening Express 
ahead of a CHOGM meeting.

• Lord Mayor Charles Bowman was referenced 
in Reuters (Africa) MSN Living, Huffington Post 
(South Africa), following a CHOGM event.

• Policy Chairman wrote in City AM on CHOGM.
• The Lord Mayor was quoted in Business 

Standard following a speech at CHOGM.
• The Foreign Secretary’s speech at the Easter 

Banquet was referenced in Mirror, Guardian, 
Reuters, The Daily Mail, ITV, Metro, The Evening 
Standard, Sky, Yahoo News, The Sydney 
Morning Herald, The Yorkshire Post, The 
Aberdeen Journal, Vestnik, Telegraph, Spanish 
media Agencia EFE, ABC, and La Vangardia.

• The Daily Express, City A.M, London Loves 
Business, NewsR and City Matters ran stories on 
a report published by the City Corporation.

• Business Green reported on the Green 
Finance Taskforce. Further coverage 
appeared in Utility Week, Climate Action, 
Investor & Pensions Europe, Environmental 
Finance, Global Capital, Market Media, 
ReNews, Carbon Pulse and Business Green II.

• The Evening Standard ran a story on traffic 
restrictions at Bank Junction. Further coverage 
in City Matters, Road CC and Yahoo!.  

• Laurence Ward, Head of Digital Services at 
LMA, was quoted in City AM on Picturing 
Forgotten London. Further coverage in the 
Daily Mail, Evening Standard, City A.M., Yahoo 
News, Farming UK, and Daily Mail Online.

• City Bridge Trust, was referenced in Epsom 
Guardian, Your Local Guardian, The Children’s 
Trust, and Charity Today.

• Newham Recorder ran a story about a 
City Bridge Trust grant, quoting Alderman 
Gowman. Further coverage in the East 
London Advertiser and Charity Today. 

• Croydon Advertiser ran a story on City Bridge 
Trust, quoting Alderman Gowman. Further 
coverage in London Economic, Charity 
Today, Wandsworth Guardian, Croydon 
Guardian, This is Local London and Topix.

• Epping Forest featured in the prime time ITV 
documentary - The Queen’s Green Planet. 
Dr Jeremy Dagley, Head of Conservation at 
Epping Forest was interviewed.

In the News Contact Ian Schofield on ext. 1835

Guildhall Library
Donation
Guildhall Library has received, as a donation, the 
Newall-Dunn Collection, a collection of maritime 
images, research files and other maritime information 
relating to 19th and 21st century vessells. It is the most 
important addition to the maritime collections at 
the library in the last decade and complements the 
internationally important Lloyds Marine Collection 
already held here. The donation came from the late 
Mr Peter Newall, who passed away last month.

Upcoming exhibition
The next exhibition at the library will be The 
Worshipful Company of Tylers and Bricklayers – A 
Celebration. This exhibition celebrates the 450th 
anniversary of the granting of the Tylers and 
Bricklayers’ Company’s charter by Elizabeth I in 
1568. The Exhibition will run from 24 May – 31 August.

Contact Peter Ross on ext. 1122 
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mailto:MembersBriefing%40cityoflondon.gov.uk?subject=
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