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LORD MAYOR

1

Visit to Nigeria
Between 25 and 29 June, the Lord Mayor visited 
Nigeria with a business delegation consisting of 
members from the Commonwealth Enterprise 
and Investment Council, London Stock Exchange 
Group, and fintech company Open Vector. The 
visit began with a day in Abuja, where he met 
the Vice President, Minister of Finance, Deputy 
Governor of the Central Bank, Minister for Industry, 
Trade and Investment and the Governor of Kaduna 
State. This was followed by two days in Lagos, 
mainly consisting of business-facing events. The 
Lord Mayor met bankers, capital market leaders, 
pension fund administrators and Nigeria’s best 
known businessman and richest man in Africa, Aliko 
Dangote. He participated in round-table discussions 
with fintech entrepreneurs and companies. He spoke 
at a Commonwealth business event, delivered a 
major keynote speech on the City’s Offer to Nigeria 
and closed the day’s trading at the Nigerian Stock 
Exchange. The visit was an opportunity for the Lord 
Mayor to reassure both business and government 
that London would remain the pre-eminent global 
financial centre long into the future, as well as build 
on the strong ties between the City and Nigeria.

Visit to Japan and South Korea 
Between 8 and 14 July, the Lord Mayor visited Japan 
and South Korea. In Japan, he was accompanied by 
a delegation of asset managers. The objectives were 
to strengthen partnerships, showcase creativity and 
innovation in financial services, promote London’s 
expertise in Asset Management and offer current 
and future investors reassurance over Brexit and the 
future of the City, and build on the Memorandum 
of Understanding (MoU) signed between the City 
of London Corporation and Tokyo Metropolitan 
Government. Tangible outcomes included a London 
Stock Exchange agreement with Japan Exchange, a 
new high-level Market Advisory Group and an MoU 
between Cass Business School, University of London 
and Tokyo Metropolitan University. Arriving in Japan 
at the time of the worst floods for decades provided 
a sombre backdrop for discussions on Green 
Finance. The visit to South Korea was hard on the 
heels of a visit by Department for International Trade 
Minister Baroness Fairhead and the fifth UK-Korea 
Financial Forum, enabling a strong focus on further 
developing cooperation on Fintech. Opportunities 
to develop co-operation on Green Finance were 
also identified, as well as bilateral engagement on 
financial services more broadly. In both Japan and 
South Korea nervousness around Brexit remains high, 
with the Chequers agreement and subsequent 
ministerial resignations taking place during the visit. 
Against this context, the Lord Mayor provided strong 
messages of confidence in the City remaining the 
pre-eminent international financial centre. The Lord 
Mayor also promoted the City’s “Asia Next Decade” 
campaign which prompted much demand for 
reciprocal engagement. This high-level visit with 
a very warm reception, resulted in a number of 
opportunities at macro and individual firm levels.

Dinner to Her Majesty’s Judges 
On 4 July, the Lord Mayor hosted the annual Dinner 
to Her Majesty’s Judges at Mansion House, in 
recognition of the tireless services provided by senior 
judges and legal professionals across the UK. Notable 
attendees included the Secretary of State for Justice 
and Lord Chancellor Rt Hon David Gauke MP, and 
the Lord Chief Justice for England and Wales Rt Hon 
Lord Burnett, both of whom spoke about the state of 
the UK’s judicial system and the rule of law.

Green Finance Summit
On 17 July, the Lord Mayor attended the Green 
Finance Summit at Guildhall. The event brought 
together over 1000 delegates from across the 
financial and professional services sector, for a full-
day programme of speeches, roundtable meetings 
and networking. The Lord Mayor delivered a speech 
in which he announced the Chartered Banker 
Institute is launching a Green Finance Certificate, 
the first global benchmark qualification for the 
Green Finance sector. The speech also provided an 
opportunity for the Lord Mayor to further promote 
the Green Finance Initiative, launched by the 
City Corporation in 2016, and highlight its new 
Green Finance Institute soon to be established in 
partnership with the UK Government. The chairman 
of the Green Finance Initiative Alderman Sir Roger 
Gifford and Economic Secretary to the Treasury John 
Glen MP gave keynote speeches at the event.

Lunch with the Emir of Qatar
On 23 July the Lord Mayor hosted a lunch for His 
Highness Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad al Thani the Amir 
of Qatar and his Ministers, attended by International 
Trade Minister Baroness Fairhead, and a cross-section 
of senior business people representing UK financial 
services and wider industry. The Lord Mayor and 
Baroness Fairhead spoke of the enduring strengths 
of the City as the world’s pre-eminent international 
financial and professional services centre, the way 
it underpins the wider UK economy, and the UK’s 
capacity to help Qatar deliver its 2030 Vision and 
2022 Football World Cup. They expressed gratitude 
to Qatar for its continued inward investment into the 
UK, with the Lord Mayor looking forward to his visit 
to Qatar in September. His Highness Sheikh Tamim 
underlined the close and longstanding friendship 
between Qatar and the UK, spoke admiringly of 
the UK’s policy and commercial expertise, and 
expressed gratitude for the way in which the UK 
stood by Qatar recently. The Finance Minister and 
Chief Executive of the Qatar Investment Authority 
said that Qatar would continue investing in the UK 
irrespective of Brexit, which was not a major factor 
in its decision-making. Business representatives 
expressed admiration for Qatar’s resilience, its 
attractiveness as a business centre and export 
destination, and its dependability as a partner in 
UK inward and third-country investments. They also 
highlighted ways in which their own businesses could 
deepen their engagement with Qatar.

Contact Edward Butler on ext. 9314
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Charitable Events
The inherent power of our historic assets, such as 
Great Hall, to raise money for good causes was 
clearly demonstrated by the magnificent dinner 
given by the St. John of Jerusalem Eye Hospital 
attended by Her Majesty Queen Noor of Jordan and 
HRH The Duke of Gloucester which raised no less 
than £617,000 in the space of one evening to assist 
their work in treating over 135,000 patients each year 
in Palestine. On 10 July I hosted my second Civic 
Dinner with a huge variety of guests who are not 
often entertained in Guildhall or Mansion House with 
an emphasis upon the work done for charities and 
cultural organisations with a City connection.

Livery Companies
There is growing competition among the Livery 
Companies to rise up the league table in my 
estimations and I was delighted to attend the 
Insurers’ Dinner at Armourers’ Hall, a Court Dinner 
at Carpenters’ Hall, the City Livery Club lunch in 
Drapers’ Hall and, along with Claire, the magnificent 
Banquet by the Chartered Accountants in Mansion 
House.  

150th Anniversary of Smithfield Market
The dinner to celebrate the 150th Anniversary of 
Smithfield Market was another memorable occasion 
graced by the presence of HRH The Princess Royal.

Freedom Ceremony for Andrew Mlangeni
Some events rise above the merely social and the 
Freedom Ceremony for Andrew Mlangeni, one of 
those sentenced along with Nelson Mandela at 
the Rivonia Trial, certainly counted among them.  
After 26 years in prison, eighteen on Robben Island, 
Andrew then served as an MP for 20 years and 
finally made it to Guildhall aged 93 to accept his 
Honorary Freedom. Almost as inspiring for a newer 
generation was my visit to the City of London 
Academy (Southwark) for their Prize Giving where it 
was impressive to see the value that can be added 
by committed teachers and the record numbers 
of students who are now going on from there 
to university. Sadly I was unable to attend Major 
Tim Peake’s Freedom as a celebrated astronaut 
owing to a clash of dates but Wendy Mead kindly 
represented the office of Chief Commoner.

Upcoming events
Coming up is the weekend of festivities to celebrate 
the 150th Anniversary of Smithfield Market which I 
hope Members will engage with despite being the 
Bank Holiday weekend. Then we have the Fusiliers 
Reception and a breakfast at Bloomberg to mark 
the seventeenth anniversary of 9/11. My third Civic 
Dinner when the guests include our own Sonia 
Solicari, late of the Guildhall Art Gallery and now 
Director of the Geffrye Museum, Simon Coughlin, 
CEO of Bruichladdich Distillery, Geoffrey Munn of 
Antiques Road Show fame and Margy Kinmonth 
of Foxtrot Films. The President’s Banquet of the 
Royal Philatelic Society London at the Banqueting 
House and the Dinner to celebrate the Kuwaiti 
Ambassador’s 25 years in London. Another very 
traditional event is the Pearly Kings and Queens 20th 
Costermongers Parade which we are really looking 
forward to and again I hope that other Members will 
support such a charitable cause.

Annual Cart Marking Ceremony
In July I also had the pleasure of attending the 
fantastic annual Cart Marking Ceremony organised 
by the Worshipful Company of Carmen

CHIEF COMMONER

The Chief Commoner with 
Dame Felicity Lott at the 
Guildhall School of Music & 
Drama annual dinner.

Contact Tina Denis on ext. 3801
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CHAIRMAN OF  POLICY & RESOURCES
Women in Finance Charter Breakfast
On 28 June the first Annual Review of the Treasury’s 
Women in Finance Charter was hosted by the City 
of London Corporation. David Isaac, Chair of the 
Equality and Human Rights Commission, delivered 
the opening remarks at the event. Highlights from 
the Review were then presented, followed by a 
Q&A session, chaired by Yasmine Chinwala, Partner 
at New Financial. Panelists included Gwyneth 
Nurse, Director of Financial Services at HMT, Inga 
Beale, Chief Executive of Lloyds and Mark McLane, 
Global Head of Diversity and Inclusion at Barclays. 
The Policy Chairman’s speech outlined the City 
Corporation’s engagement with the Women in 
Finance charter. Whilst the City Corporation is not a 
financial institution, signing up to the charter showed 
its commitment to increasing the diversity of its 
workforce and ensuring there are processes in place 
for the continued promotion of gender equality and 
inclusivity. The Policy Chairman used the opportunity 
to promote ‘Women: Work and Power’ the City 
Corporation’s programme of events marking the 
centenary of votes for women.

Visit to Dublin
The Policy Chairman visited Dublin between 3 and 
4 July for a series of meetings with Irish politicians 
and senior officials. She was accompanied by 
Mark Hoban, Chair of the International Regulatory 
Strategy Group, and Joanna Cound, BlackRock, 
co-chair of the bilateral dialogue with Financial 
Services Ireland. Her visit followed the June European 
Council and preceded the meeting of the UK 
Cabinet in Chequers. It coincided with the plenary 
meeting of the City of London-Financial Services 
Ireland bilateral dialogue. The Irish government and 
industry representatives explained the paramount 
importance of resolving the border issue and the 
risks of establishing any physical infrastructure on 
the border. The UK government’s concerns about 
an East-West border (Irish sea border) are equally 
well understood in Dublin. Discussions also reflected 
concerns for businesses and consumers during and 
after the transition period, especially the dangers of 
a regulatory cliff edge if there is no EU-UK Trade deal.

Visit to Saudi Arabia
The Policy Chairman accompanied the Chancellor 
to Saudi Arabia in her capacity as Co-Chair of the 
UK-Saudi Private Sector Group on Financial Services. 
The small business delegation included Sir Gerry 
Grimstone of Standard Life Aberdeen and Mark 
Russell of UK Government Investments. The objective 
of the visit was to project the City as the global 
partner for Saudi Arabia in realising the Financial 
Services Development Programme and to underline 
the City Corporations role as a convening power 
able to bring business, government, regulators 
and sectoral/global competitors together. The trip 
proved to be very useful and has helped to position 
the City Corporation’s activity in Saudi Arabia 
through the Policy Chairman’s leadership of the 
Saudi-UK Asset Management Private Sector Group. 

Visit to Switzerland
The Policy Chairman visited Berne and Geneva 
between 26 and 27 June to meet senior Swiss 
government, regulatory and business representatives 
to discuss future UK-Swiss relations. Brexit was a 
central part of discussions, with the Policy Chairman 
highlighting the challenges of dealing with the 
EU as a third country and the importance of the 
strong connection between Switzerland and the 
City. During the visit the Policy Chairman also met 
representatives from the World Trade Organisation 
and the World Economic Forum to identify steps to 
forge stronger relationships and develop a more 
strategic approach to engagement.   

Culture Mile Walking Tour
Following a series of meetings involving Officers from 
the City Corporation and the London Borough of 
Islington, a joint walking tour of the Culture Mile area 
took place on 11 July. The tour started at Farringdon 
Station, and progressed via West Smithfield and 
Long Lane, to Beech Street. Its aim was to inform 
colleagues of the many exciting developments in 
the area, and how they can benefit communities. 
Some 50 attendees took part, drawn from both 
authorities, together with representatives from the 
Museum of London, Barbican Centre, GSMD, LSO, 
the Charterhouse and YMCA. The Policy Chairman, 
and Cllr Richard Watts, leader of Islington Council, 
encouraged all involved to continue the dialogue. 

Visit to Northern Ireland
The Policy Chairman and the Town Clerk visited 
Northern Ireland between 16 and 17 July, with the 
support of the Honorable the Irish Company. In 
Derry-Londonderry the focus was on a potential City 
Deal, with local officials, politicians and business 
leaders frustrated at the lack of progress. In the 
Causeway and Glens region, the Policy Chairman 
visited a new data center serving City firms, as well 
as the site for the 2019 British Open.   

Looking ahead
The Policy Chairman is looking forward to a 
well-earned break from 31 July to 3 September and 
wishes all Members a good and restful Summer.

Contact Tina Denis on ext. 3801

Any Member wishing to know our position on any
subject can contact the Director of Communications
Bob Roberts or the Head of Corporate Affairs
Eugenie de Naurois.
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Exiting the European Union (EU)
Policy Chairman Catherine McGuinness gave 
evidence to the Exiting the EU Committee following 
the publication of the Government’s White Paper on 
the future relationship between the United Kingdom 
and the EU. In her evidence, the Policy Chairman 
highlighted the need to finalise the UK-EU Withdrawal 
Agreement, ratify the planned transition period and 
tackle outstanding cliff edge issues such as contract 
continuity and data flows. The Government needed, 
she said, to reduce uncertainty for the UK financial 
and professional services sector so that they are able 
to plan for the future with confidence. The Policy 
Chairman argued that, while the White Paper set 
out some high-level proposals for tackling the failings 
of the existing third country equivalence regime, 
engagement from both sides was now needed to 
improve equivalence by broadening its scope and 
providing a firmer foundation for businesses than 
one where it can be withdrawn unilaterally at 30 
days’ notice. She asserted that it was in the UK and 
EU’s shared interest to prevent unnecessary trade 
barriers being put up between them, and stated 
that the City Corporation was ready to work with 
the Government and industry to deliver a pragmatic 
way forward. 

Value of Higher Education 
Lord Norton of Louth (Con) led a debate in the Lords 
on the export value to the United Kingdom of higher 
education. As well as the economic value, Norton 
asserted that the “export of higher education is 
arguably the biggest contributor to UK soft power 
around the globe.” He highlighted the inclusion of 
overseas students in migration figures, the issue of 
post-study work visas, and Brexit as threats to the 
competitiveness of UK higher education, and called 
for “a fundamental culture shift on the part of the 
Home Office” to “ensure that the message goes 
out that the UK not only welcomes international 
students, but that it values them and is prepared to 
match its competitors in generating an attractive 
environment in which to study.” Lord Watson of 
Invergowrie (Lab) noted the “significant uncertainty” 
caused in the higher education sector by Brexit and 
asked what the Government was doing to address 
the longer-term status of EU nationals. Drawing on 
a City Corporation briefing, Watson opined that 
changes to free movement and the application 
of more stringent visa requirements to EU students 
could create a substantial barrier to entry. This, he 
said, would reduce the UK’s attractiveness as a 
destination for study, “making it more difficult for 
specialist institutions such as London’s Guildhall 
School of Music & Drama to attract the most 
talented from important European centres of 
training.” In response, minister Viscount Younger 
of Leckie said the Government was committed to 
supporting the ambitions of the sector to promote 
and expand higher education exports. 

Bank of England 
The Governor of the Bank of England Mark Carney 
gave evidence to the Treasury Select Committee on 
a variety of subjects. Carney said that the UK must 
have the freedom to formulate its own regulatory 
standards and, in particular, should be able to adopt 
tougher regulation of the financial services industry 
than the EU. This was, he said, because the UK had 
the “most complex financial system in the world.” 
Carney said that the Government’s negotiating 
position was “more consistent with the flexibility to 
have tougher standards if we need to” rather than 
“cutting and pasting rules from Europe.” John Mann 
MP (Lab) asked if constituents would be worse off 
or better off under World Trade Organisation rules. 
Carney said constituents would be worse off, but 
it was possible that new financial services trade 
deals struck by the UK with non-EU countries could 
offset a loss of access to the bloc in “the fullness of 
time” because cross-border financial flows involving 
emerging markets were likely to grow faster than 
European equivalents. A Brexit deal would avoid 
“big economic consequences” and would be 
regarded by the Bank as a “material event” for 
interest rate purposes. He agreed that the City 
would withstand a “disorderly” Brexit but cautioned 
that the failure to reach a deal could lead to the 
fragmentation of the European financial system, 
which could drive up costs for consumers. Continuing 
a line of questioning from a recent session on the 
Financial Policy Committee, Rushanara Ali MP (Lab)
asked about how Brexit might affect derivatives 
contracts. Because derivative contracts smooth out 
underlying risks, for example in relation to interest 
rate movements, Carney expressed concern that 
the inability to complete derivatives contracts would 
significantly increase the risk of financial instability—
“This is very important plumbing in the financial 
system,” he said. “We’re concerned that the EU has 
not yet indicated its solution. It’s cold comfort, but it 
will be worse in Europe than here [if a deal were not 
done].” The Governor hinted at his frustration with 
the EU’s current approach and stressed the need for 
the EU to recognise the seriousness of the issue. He 
emphasised the solution could only come from state 
action and could not be solved by the private sector 
alone. 

Contact James Edwards on ext. 1202
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Member’s Briefing Event
On Tuesday 16 October 2018, Alderman Alison 
Gowman, Chairman of the City Bridge Trust 
Committee, will be hosting a briefing lunch on the 
different sources of funding that the City Corporation 
manages. As well as the City Bridge Trust’s new 
funding programmes, this will also include details 
of funding from the Corporation’s Central Grants 
programme and Samuel Wilson’s Loan Trust. This 
session will take place in the Private Dining Room 
starting at 12.15pm, with lunch from approximately 
1pm. If you would like to attend, please RSVP to 
Joseph Anstee.

Recent Grants Awarded
At the recent City Bridge Trust Committee meeting, 
grants totalling over £3.3m were awarded to 33 
charities across London. They include: £120,000 to 
Roots and Shoots in Lambeth to teach young people 
about biodiversity, the green environment and 
growing food locally; £90,000 to Age UK Bexley for 
its ‘Men in Sheds’ project for older men to socialise 
and learn new skills; and £145,000 to One-To-One, 
an organisation supporting people with learning 
difficulties in Enfield. An additional grant of £233,300 
has been awarded to Prisoners Abroad to support 
destitute British citizens returning to London after 
imprisonment overseas. Visit the City Bridge Trust 
website for a full list of grants.

City Bridge Trust Contact Martin Hall on ext. 3705

Economic Development
Corporate Community Investment
The Corporate community investment: four routes 
to impact report was published recently by the 
City Corporation in collaboration with Corporate 
Citizenship. It draws on both inspirational and 
practical examples from pioneering businesses, to set 
out four practical pathways that organisations can 
take to shape and develop similar programmes. 

The Commonwealth Connection
‘The Commonwealth connection: growing trade 
in services‘ report published on 4 July looks at the 
opportunities for multilateral trade and investment 
links across the Commonwealth. It draws on 
discussions and interviews with selected attendees of 
the Commonwealth Business Forum 2018.
 
Building A Bridge
The ‘Building a Bridge’ report identifies the barriers 
that UK financial and professional services firms 
face when trading and investing with Australia and 
New Zealand, and provides recommendations for 
policymakers as to how they could be addressed to 
boost trade and investment between the markets. 

Green Finance Summit 2018 
The City of London’s Green Finance Initiative hosted 
the second Green Finance Summit “Mainstreaming 
Green Finance”, on 17 July. This timely event 
convened 600 hundred delegates to hear from a 
cross section of industry experts and policy-makers 
in the green finance sphere. At the Summit the 
Chartered Banker Institute launched the world’s first 
Green Finance Certificate and the Green Finance 
Initiative announced the new Green Finance Institute 
Advisory Group members. 

Social Mobility Employer Index 2018
On 11 July we hosted the release of the City 
Corporation sponsored Social Mobility Employer 
Index 2018, which ranks the Top 50 organisations 
taking the most action to tackle social mobility. 
Policy Chairman Catherine McGuinness; David 
Johnston, CEO of the Social Mobility Foundation; and 
Rt Hon Alan Milburn spoke about social mobility in 
the workplace. The Index received submissions from 
over 100 employers, across 18 sectors, collectively 
employing over a million people. Watch a short 
video about the Social Mobility Employer Index. 

Contact Sabina Johal on ext. 3614 

Aldgate Square Project Contact Katelyn Williams on ext. 3839

Aldgate Square was formally opened by the Lord Mayor on 4 July. A celebratory performance by students 
from Sir John Cass’s Foundation Primary School was given prior to the ceremonial ribbon cutting. The Lord 
Mayor and Chairman of Streets and Walkways Committe Christopher Hayward, spoke to the children about 
their favourite part of the Square. Unsurprisingly, the most popular answers were the new water features and a 
new place to play with friends after school. The Square is now one of the largest public spaces in the City and 
is home to the new Portsoken Pavilion. The Pavilion provides a space for events, leisure and a social enterprise 
café, kahaila. The neighbouring churchyard was also transformed, with the creation of a tranquil gated 
garden. Overall the extensive landscaping delivers a vibrant palette complemented by over 70 new trees 
planted in the area. As part of the City’s ‘Plastic Free City’ initiative, two drinking fountains can now be found 
in Aldgate, a great start to the City Corporation’s aim to deliver 10 new fountains across the City over the next 
12 months. If you have experienced the changes in Aldgate please do submit your feedback online via the 
City of London website.

Members’ Code of Conduct Contact Lorraine Brook on ext. 1409
The visibility of the Members’ Code of Conduct and associated documents on our website, along with details 
of how the public can make a complaint has been improved. The Code was featured on the homepage 
and is scheduled to be featured again in a few months’ time. If you search ‘members code of conduct’, 
the landing page for the Code appears first in results, followed by the Code itself. The landing page is now 
clearer, including the header and text accompanying the Member complaints policy. An extra link has also 
been added from the main corporate feedback and complaints page. 
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Sundance
On 29 July Enjoy an afternoon of free live rock, 
country and Irish music with Sundance at 
Hampstead Heath, Parliament Hill Bandstand 
from 3-5pm. This is a free event and no booking is 
required.

Bat Walks
Throughout August join us and use bat detectors to 
venture onto Hampstead Heath to discover these 
amazing creatures of the night. This walk is intended 
for families and it is recommended you wear 
appropriate clothing in case of poor weather as the 
walk will go ahead in light rain. The walk takes place 
in the dark but only traverses paved paths on the 
Heath. Visit the Heath’s Eventbrite page to find out 
dates and times, and to book your place.

West Ham Park Health Walks
Throughout August head over to West Ham Park and 
take part in the Walking for Health national scheme 
run with The Ramblers and Macmillan Cancer 
Support. Led by trained volunteer Walk Leaders. For 
dates and times visit the City of London website. 

Open Air Theatre: The Adventures of Doctor Dolittle
On 12 August llyria are back at the Temple, 
Wanstead Park Avenue for another fun-filled season 
of open air theatre, and this time they’re talking to 
the animals with Doctor John Dolittle of 
Puddleby-on-the-Marsh. For more information and 
to book your place please visit the Epping Forest 
Eventbrite page.

Open Spaces Contact Roush Islam on ext. 3571 
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Following several recent incidents, the LDAPF was contacted by colleagues in London boroughs for help 
in responding to the use of GHB/GBL (gamma-hydroxybutyrate) in night-time venues. This is a drug with a 
powerful sedative effect, normally sold as a liquid in small bottles, it can lead to unconsciousness, and in 
some cases, death.  It is especially dangerous when consumed with alcohol. Making use of our existing 
materials we were able to provide information for bar and club staff about how to respond if they suspect 
customers had consumed GHB/GBL. We were also able to signpost the LDAPFs Vital Info material, aimed at 
those using drugs, and the Project Neptune guidance for clinicians to which the Policy Adviser contributed. 

London Drug and Alcohol Policy Forum

Cyber Griffin
In late June the City of London Police’s Cyber Crime 
Unit held their first Cyber Griffin briefing after the 
initiative was launched in May this year, with funding 
from the City of London Corporation. The briefing 
session was attended by 40 people from numerous 
companies based in the Square Mile and comes 
at a time when cyber crime offences in the City 
have increased by 30% compared to this time last 
year. At the event specially-trained officers provided 
information on real-time cyber threats, the most 
prolific attacks happening now, and gave expert 
advice on how businesses could defend themselves. 
Current police intelligence was shared with 
attendees and the topics of phishing, ransomware 
and insider threats were covered. Protection advice 
provided by the officers explained how companies 
and individuals could use encryption to protect 
themselves online.

Economic Crime Academy launches 
Cryptocurrency Course 
The City Police has launch first ever UK training 
course on cryptocurrencies. The course has been 
created by the City Police’s Economic Crime 
Academy. The course will assist police officers to 
learn the skills and knowledge needed to recognise 
and manage cryptocurrencies in their investigations. 

Operation Venice
On Thursday 19 July, a BBC news crew accompanied 
City Police officers deployed to tackle moped-
enabled crime in the City.  The operational 
activity, Operation Venice, sees officers from the 
Metropolitan Police Service and the City Police 
work together to deter and pursue individuals 
on mopeds who are suspected to be involved in 
robbery offences in the City and surrounding areas.  
Coverage of the operation appeared on BBC news. 

City of London Police Contact Teresa La Thangue on  020 7601 2290

Contact Jane Anson on ext. 3708

During this World Cup the Community Safety team worked to deliver safer drinking messages to those enjoy-
ing the hot weather and football. Emphasis was put on eating before going out, safer drinking and planning 
your journey home in advance. Messages were shared on twitter and an electronic toolkit which provided 
advice and tips was provided to other London Boroughs and relevant partners. This work also supported the 
work of the City of London Police who were trialling the use of an SOS bus at Liverpool Street, which provided 
medical support and care for those in need and so reduce the burden on the police, ambulance service 
and hospitals. A major focus for the Safer City Partnership this year is improving the responses to Anti-Social 
Behaviour in the City. To support this work, we have purchased a new tasking and database system, E-CINS. 
By using this secure, encrypted, cloud-based central hub all partners will be able to share information and 
actions allowing us to build a clear picture of problems and who is reacting to them.  This system is in use with 
many local authorities, including many of our neighbours.  While there will be a need for training and it will 
take some time for it to bed in this new system provides a powerful tool in supporting partnership problem 
solving.  

Safer City Partnership Contact David MacKintosh on ext. 3084 
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City of London Academy Islington
Ten Year 10 students from the City of London 
Academy Islington were given the amazing 
opportunity to experience gliding at the Booker 
Airfield; an experience only made possible by 
the Guild of Air Pilots who generously subsidised 
the trip. After a safety briefing, the students had 
the opportunity to fly in a glider.  When in the air, 
students were taught how to fly the glider and had 
the opportunity to take the controls for periods of 
the flight. Javi Bone, a Year 10 student said, “The 
views were spectacular, I never thought that I would 
have the courage to fly a plane, a truly memorable 
experience.”  Mr Smith, Assistant Principal also 
commented, “As a teacher you strive for the 
moments where students are amazed and filled with 
wonder, this was certainly one of those times.” The 
Academy would like to thank the Guild of Air Pilots 
for making this incredible opportunity available to 
its students. Students recently attended the 100th 
anniversary of the RAF event hosted by the City of 
London Corporation. The centenary was marked by 
a display of aircraft through the ages in the Guildhall 
courtyard, including a Spitfire from the Second World 
War, and a reception for 600 RAF personnel. The 
students who attended were able to appreciate 
the planes on display, as well as experience a 
virtual reality simulation of what it was like to fly in 
each one. There was also a display on the role of 
science, technology, engineering and mathematics 
in aviation. The RAF was created in 1918 and was 
the first time that any country had formed an 
entirely separate and independent air force. Berivan 
Kandemir, a Year 12 student who attended the 
event, said it was an incredible experience and a 
fantastic opportunity to speak to some of the RAF 
personnel as well as to the Lord Mayor, who was also 
attendance. 

Contact Sonia Jacob

City of London Academy Southwark
Teachers from the City of London Academies 
attended a maths conference hosted by Southwark 
to explore strategies and practices which will enable 
most able students to secure high progress in their 
learning. The Q & A session afforded teachers the 
opportunity to find out about curriculum design and 
ways in which schools can secure maximum progress 
and developing greater depth of learning. Among 
the plethora of activities this term, the Lord Mayor 
of the City of London visited the Academy for the 
annual assembly event with Key Stage 3 students. 
Alderman Charles Bowman delivered an engaging 
assembly to our pupils where shared the history of 
the City of London. It was pleasing to observe the 
interest of pupils as many thoughtful questions were 
posed to the Lord Mayor.

Contact Dr Jeffery Quaye at 02073945128

City of London Freemen’s School
Written by students Madeline Brown and Lani 
Robinson. Freemen’s Sixth Form proudly hosted our 
first Model United Nations (MUN) Conference with 
Glyn School, which we feel was a great success 
owing to the high level of stimulating debate 
performed throughout the many committees. Issues 
discussed ranged from cyber-security, the crisis of 
overpopulation and the fashion choices of Tom 
Cupis, one of the Freemen’s committee chairs.  
The aim of the morning was to introduce the 
younger students to the procedures, etiquette and 
formalities of the UN such as terms of address and 
the use of points of information and teach them 
how to structure their arguments in debate. Some 
of the highlights from the day include the insightful 
solutions reached by the Security Council, whose 
main topic of debate was the increasing threat 
of extremism. Such resolutions came about from 
respectful cooperation and mature discussion which, 
owing to the sensitive and challenging nature of 
the subject, we were delighted to see. Additionally, 
the Disarmament Committee’s unanimous decision 
to invade Russia, alongside the Environment 
Committees’ policy to put all cattle farms in bubbles 
under the sea, demonstrates the innovative thinking 
and humour of our future world leaders. Overall, 
we were thoroughly impressed by the passion and 
commitment of each and every delegate. We hope 
that such an experience was a helpful introduction 
to MUN and everyone had an enjoyable day of 
fruitful debate and we look forward to many more.

Contact Jason Harrison-Miles on 01372 822444

City of London Academy Highbury Grove 
On 27 June the Academy’s Concert Band was 
delighted to perform at the ‘Live in the Churchyard’ 
Concert Series at St Mary Le Bow church on 
Cheapside. Students had the opportunity to hear 
City of London Academy Islington’s fantastic 
performance before they performed four pieces, the 
first was a rousing medley of songs from the musical 
Wicked. This was followed by the premiere of a jazz 
piece entitled ‘The Caveman’ composed by Year 
13 student Kieran Butler. Next was a lively rendition 
of the Ghostbusters theme and the performance 
was rounded off with ‘The Lord of the Dance’ which 
featured a beautiful flute solo by Year 9 student Ivo 
Elgueta. The Concert Band was well received by 
an enthusiastic audience and the students greatly 
enjoyed the opportunity to perform in a public 
venue. A group of Highbury Grove students were 
given the fantastic opportunity to take part in the 
City Corporation’s Sculpture in the City project. From 
London Wall they had spectacular views of the city 
in order to document architecture and in a follow 
up session they viewed temporary sculptures within 
the area of the Leadenhall building. They explored 
creating sculptures with an artist and discussed what 
such a space should contain. The event left students 
thinking about art, design, architecture, and its social 
impact, seeing the City in a different light. 

Contact Jackie Barry on 020 7288 8946
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Community and Children’s Services
Consultation on Gender Identity Policy now open
The City of London Corporation seeks to be a 
leader in equality, diversity and inclusion In both 
our service delivery and employment practices. 
We are actively working to tackle potential issues 
of discrimination and exclusion in accordance with 
the Equality Act 2010 and our Public Sector Equality 
Duty. The issue of gender identity has relevance 
and importance for the work of a number of areas 
across the City Corporation. We wish to develop 
an over-arching Gender Identity policy for the City 
Corporation to support a consistent and coherent 
approach across all our service areas. To support 
the development of this policy we are seeking the 
views of our communities, of relevant experts and of 
representative organisations. Please complete our 
online Consultation on Gender Identity Policy by 14 
September and encourage others to do so too.

Contact Rachel Morrison

Great summer activities open to City families  
Our Summer Activities Brochure, outlining a wide 
range of exciting events and activities for children 
of all ages, is available on the FYi Directory. Copies 
have been distributed to families, libraries, childcare 
provider settings and Sir John Cass Primary School. 
Please email Proscovia Oneka if you would like 
copies and share with those in your networks.

Contact Proscovia Oneka on ext. 1648

Helping City workers to get more active 
In May (Living Streets’ National Walking Month), the 
Business Healthy Challenge offered a free physical 
activity challenge to City workers by encouraging 
people to earn points by adding more physical 
activity to their daily routines. Over 500 City workers, 
representing 19 different Square Mile organisations, 
took part covering an incredible 221 million steps. 
The City Corporation took the crown, with the 
Town Clerk’s Team earning the most points. 74% of 
participants said that the Challenge encouraged 
them to be more physically active and 92% said they 
were likely or very likely to continue doing the level 
of activity they undertook during the Challenge. The 
event was sponsored by Nomura and the Cheapside 
Business Alliance and supported by Public Health 
England London and Active City Network.

Finding out about City workforce wellbeing needs
Business Healthy and the City Corporation are 
interested in hearing from local employers – no 
matter how big or small – about the health status 
and wellbeing needs of their workforce. This will 
help the City Corporation and its partners to shape 
the provision of health and wellbeing support for 
City workers. Please encourage HR leads, or those 
with HR responsibilities for a City firm, to complete a 
short Health and Wellbeing survey by 21 September. 
Responses can be made anonymously.

Contact Xenia Koumi on ext. 3378

Markets and Consumer Protection
On 13 July, the Trading Standards team took part in a London-wide illegal tobacco campaign roadshow 
in St Paul’s Churchyard, with a display vehicle and tobacco detection dogs. Led by London Councils 
and London Trading Standards, in partnership with Public Health England and the London Association of 
Directors of Public Health, the campaign aims to highlight the dangers of illegal tobacco and encourage 
the public to report premises and individuals selling it. The roadshows involve Public Health and Trading 
Standards officers and the London Fire Brigade, and were held at locations across London throughout July. 
Information was provided about the types of illegal tobacco, the importance of stamping out the trade 
and signposting organisations which can assist those wishing to ‘kick the habit’. Last year over 21,000 illegal 
tobacco products were seized in raids across 11 London boroughs as a result of intelligence gathered from 
these roadshows; this year 23 boroughs participated. Often sold under-the-counter, or as ‘singles’, they are 
available at lower prices, making it easier for children to buy them and start smoking from a young age. The 
products can also be a fire hazard as they often do not self-extinguish if left unsmoked. Criminal networks are 
estimated to make over £100m a year from illegal tobacco in London. 

Contact Ian Dobson on ext. 1227

London Symphony Orchestra (LSO)
The LSO’s 2017/18 season drew to a close in June with Principal Guest Conductor Gianandrea Noseda. After 
a performance at the Barbican on 3 June, the Orchestra travelled to Bangkok, Thailand, 35 years after first 
visiting the country, followed by eight performances across China. Noseda led the Orchestra’s Barbican 
season finale on 24 June, joined by violinist Nicola Benedetti. On 30 June the LSO made history at the Tate 
Modern’s Turbine Hall with Stockhausen’s Gruppen, the first UK performances of this work not to take place in 
a concert hall. The piece required three separate orchestras playing simultaneously, conducted by Sir Simon 
Rattle, Matthias Pintscher and Duncan Ward. This was followed by our seventh annual free performance at 
Trafalgar Square, BMW Classics, led by Sir Simon Rattle and broadcast live on YouTube for the first time. On 
5 July we marked the tenth anniversary of LSO On Track – an educational programme run in partnership 
with ten East London Music Hubs – with a celebration concert in the Barbican Hall, featuring over 150 young 
musicians performing side-by-side with the LSO. Our final Family Concert of the season, which explored 
music linked with space, took place on 8 July. At LSO St Luke’s, many of the venue’s regular concert series 
concluded in June, with the final Free Friday Lunchtime Concerts, BBC Radio 3 Lunchtime and BBC Open Ear 
concerts of the season. Inside Out, a free open-air series for summer, has taken place throughout July on the 
LSO St Luke’s front lawn.  

Contact Rebecca Sharp on 020 7382 2559

8

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/LLK223F
mailto:Rachel.Morrison%40cityoflondon.gov.uk?subject=
http://fyi.cityoflondon.gov.uk/kb5/cityoflondon/fyi/site.page?id=KRfGVoCt0Zw
mailto:Proscovia.Oneka%40cityoflondon.gov.uk?subject=
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/6DYH6J7
mailto:Xenia.Koumi%40cityoflondon.gov.uk?subject=
mailto:ian.dobson%40cityoflondon.gov.uk?subject=
mailto:Rebecca.Sharp%40lso.co.uk?subject=


Walthamstow Annual Garden Party, 14-15 July
Back for its fifth year the Party was a great success 
again, with visitors enjoying a showcase of Waltham 
Forest’s thriving cultural communities, the work of 
the Barbican Guildhall Creative Learning scheme, 
and a music programme.A Guardian review said 
“Walthamstow Garden Party is always a relaxed free 
family event, but this year its Barbican-curated stage 
boasted a quite remarkable line-up”, while London In 
Stereo described it as “London at its absolute best”.

Oneohtrix Point Never and Keaton Henson
Oneohtrix Point Never, aka Mercury Prize nominated 
producer Daniel Lopatin, presented the UK premiere 
of his new ‘concertscape’ MYRIAD in the Barbican 
Hall on 7 July to great acclaim, including a 5-star 
review in the Guardian. The Barbican Hall also hosted 
the world premiere of composer Keaton Henton’s 
work Six Lethargies in July, performed by Britten 
Sinfonia to a sold-out audience. 

Barbican, Complicité and Sydney Russell School 
collaborate on innovative youth theatre project
Thanks to a National Lottery grant of £48,200 
received by the Barbican in January 2018, an 
innovative youth theatre project called Change 
Makers has brought artists from world-renowned 
theatre company Complicité to the Sydney Russell 
School in Dagenham for a year-long residency with 
students and teaching staff. A showcase of work 
by the students took place at the Broadway in 
Dagenham on the 29 and 30 June, including spoken 
word poetry, theatre, film, photography and hip-
hop. Marking 100 years since some women gained 
the vote and 50 years since the Ford worker strikes 
in Dagenham, Change Makers celebrates the rich 
feminist heritage of Barking and Dagenham, and 
is part of the Barbican’s 2018 season The Art of 
Change.

Barbican Centre Contact John Kelly on ext. 2389

Guildhall School of Music & Drama 
Orla O’Loughlin 
Orla O’Loughlin has been appointed as Vice 
Principal & Director of Drama at the Guildhall School, 
beginning in January 2019. Currently Chief Executive 
& Artistic Director at the Traverse Theatre, O’Loughlin 
is a leading director and theatre practitioner with a 
strong track record in higher education. She takes 
over from Christian Burgess who retired at the end of 
the summer term after 15 years in senior roles at the 
School.

Guildhall alumni and staff at the BBC Proms 2018
Guildhall alumni, students, staff, partners and 
honorands are scheduled to perform at BBC’s 
annual classical music festival which began on 12 
July and runs until 8 September. Some of those taking 
part are Sakari Oramo (Honorary Fellow), Jennifer 
Pike (Violin 2007), Nicolas Daniel (Professor), Mark 
Simpson (Composition, 2004), Paul Lewis (Piano, 
1994), Ben Gernon (Tuba, 2012), Sir Antonio Pappano 
(Honorary Fellow), Sir Simon Rattle 
(Artist-in-Association), Mark Armstrong (Jazz, 1995). 

Alumni News 
Alfred Molina (Acting, 1975) was presented with his 
Guildhall Fellowship at the end of the summer term, 
on the set of the Guildhall School’s end of year 
production of Fiddler on the Roof. The Fellowship 
was presented by Vivienne Littlechild, Chairman of 
the Board of Governors of the Guildhall School, and 
Lynne Williams, Principal of the Guildhall School. Lily 
James (Acting, 2010) visited the School on 25 June 
for a Q&A with acting students and Vice Principal 
and Director of Drama, Christian Burgess, and to 
be presented with her Guildhall Fellowship. The talk 
gave students an insight into her time at the Guildhall 
School and her career since graduating. 

Contact Rebecca Driver, Rebecca Driver Media 
Relations on 020 7247 1894

Contact Jo Hutchinson, Guildhall School of Music & 
Drama on 020 7382 6130

London Metropolitan Archives (LMA)
LMA’s exhibition Victorian London in Photographs is at the newly-opened Aldgate Square until 12 August 
and will be at Paternoster Square 14-23 August, bringing today’s City workers and visitors up close to 
people and scenes from London’s Victorian past. The exhibition presents some of most striking images of 
London and Londoners from the era, from the construction of Tower Bridge to the opening of Blackwall 
Tunnel, taking in the Crystal Palace, the first Tube line and life on the City’s streets. In June the Africa Centre 
Limited, London’s hub for African arts, culture, enterprise and development, deposited its archive at LMA. 
The collection consists of 50 shelf metres of records 1961-2010 including minutes, files, photographs and 
recordings. It documents activities hosted by the Centre at King Street, Covent Garden, where it was 
based until 2013. It recently moved to Southwark where it is planning a major redevelopment to provide 
a new cultural space. There are no plans to accommodate the archive there, although cataloguing and 
research into the archive is to be part of a future funding bid. The Africa Centre played an important role 
during the transition to African independence. Its mission “To be a flagship for Africa in Europe promoting 
the aspirations of Africa and its Diaspora; in particular to promote cultural, economic and socio-political 
initiatives in Britain and the rest of Europe that assist in the development of Africa.” Archbishop Desmond 
Tutu called the Africa Centre, a ‘home from home’ for a generation involved in the struggle for liberation.

Contact Geoff Pick on ext. 3833
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Key Links  City Corporation website

 City Corporation intranet
 YouTube
 Twitter

For all enquiries contact MembersBriefing@cityoflondon.gov.uk 
or telephone the Communications Office on 020 7332 3467

•	 Following the publication of the Government’s 
Brexit white paper, the Policy Chairman was 
interviewed on the Today programme [skip to 
14:15] and BBC News London [skip to 6:20]. Her 
response was also featured in the FT [front page], 
City AM, Daily Telegraph, The Times, BBC News, 
Reuters, New York Times, Sky News, Bloomberg, 
Evening Standard, Guardian, The Japan Times, 
Financial News, The Times, Telegraph, Der Spiegel, 
Washington Post, and the New Statesman.

•	 The Policy Chairman appeared on the BBC Radio 
4 Today Programme to discuss the importance 
of including the UK’s professional services in a 
Brexit deal, following a letter to the Prime Minister 
from the Professional and Business Services 
Council [16:00]. Further coverage in City AM, The 
Guardian, The FT [£] and BBC. Evening Standard, 
The Times, Telegraph, BBC News ii (7:54am), 
Bloomberg, Reuters, and The Independent.

•	 The Policy Chairman was quoted by City A.M. 
about her visit to Dublin and the importance 
of professional and business services. Further 
coverage in The Times. (£)

•	 The Policy Chairman appeared on BBC Radio 
5 Live’s Wake up to Money to discuss Brexit, the 
white paper and the President Trump’s visit.

•	 The Policy Chairman appeared on Sky News’ Ian 
King Live to discuss Brexit [viewable internally only]

•	 The Lord Mayor wrote in the Nikkei about his 
visit to Japan in the wake of the MoU between 
the City Corporation and Tokyo Metropolitan 
Government [in Japanese] [viewable internally 
only] and was interviewed on Tokyo’s InterFM89. 

•	 The Lord Mayor was interviewed in South Korea 
by MK News, on how our two countries can work 
together more closely in fintech [in Korean].

•	 The Lord Mayor was quoted by Business Standard 
about a fintech delegation he will lead to India 
this October. Further coverage in Asian Voice, 
India Today and The New Indian Express.

•	 The Lord Mayor was quoted in a Reuters article 
about the UK and Nigeria exploring ways to list 
naira-denominated bonds on the London Stock 
Exchange to help fund infrastructure projects 
in Nigeria. Further coverage in Nigerian Bulletin, 
African News Circle and Nigerian Tribune.

•	 CIWM Journal wrote about the City Corporation 
hosting the Green Finance Summit at Guildhall. 
The Lord Mayor was quoted. Further coverage in 
Business Green, Global and FT Adviser. Banking 
and Finance Review wrote about the world’s first 
green finance certificate launched at the Summit. 

•	 Pink News ran an article about rainbow Pride 
flags flying over The Mansion House and the 
Central Criminal Court for the first time, during 
London Pride Week. The Policy Chairman, 
Sheriff of London and Chair of the Establishment 
Committee, were quoted. Further coverage in 
City Matters and Attitude.

•	 City Matters ran an opinion piece by the Sheriff of 
London on diversity and why the City Corporation 
took part this year in the Pride In London parade.

•	 The Times reported that a new multimillion-pound 
court developed in partnership with the judiciary 
and the City Corporation, and a new City 
Police station will be built near Fleet Street. The 
Policy Chairman was quoted. Further coverage 
in Computing, Law Society Gazette, Info 
Security Magazine, Heise [in German], Security 
Professional, Bank Info, Law Gazette and Risk UK.

•	 The Planning and Transportation Chairman was 
interviewed by LBC Radio [internally only] on the 
decision to approve a new 56-storey skyscraper 
at 100 Leadenhall Street. Additional coverage 
appeared in City AM, The Guardian, The BBC, 
Financial News, The Telegraph [£], Property Week 
[£] and  Architect’s Journal.  

•	 Created by the Social Mobility Foundation in 
partnership with the City Corporation, the Social 
Mobility Employer Index, which ranks the top 50 
UK employers who have taken the most action on 
social mobility in the workplace was published. 
Coverage in the Times, Law Society Gazette, 
Financial News, Economia, Newham Recorder, 
Student Times and Consultancy.co.uk 

•	 Chair of the City Corporation’s Establishment 
Committee, was interviewed by BBC London 
News (at 15:10) on the City Corporation’s 
upcoming consultation on gender identity. Further 
coverage on BBC London radio and in Get West 
London, City Matters and Ham & High. 

•	 The City Corporation’s completion of the 
Aldgate Square regeneration project was 
covered by Horticulture Week, Architect’s Daily,  
E-architect and TransportXtra. The Planning and 
Transportation Chairman was quoted.

•	 The City Bridge Trust Chairman was interviewed 
on BBC London on progress of the Bridge To 
Work programme, supporting young disabled 
Londoners into work, one year in. (at 1:34:39).

•	 City Bridge Trust was mentioned in the Islington 
Gazette following a £110,000 grant to the Black 
Training and Enterprise Group, a King’s Cross 
charity dedicated to fighting racial inequality. 

In the News Contact John Park on ext. 3639

Gresham College
Antibiotic Resistance: Calling on Citizens to Help Tackle the Problem
Antibiotic resistance has emerged as an issue that threatens public health around the world. even simple op-
erations may no longer be possible due to the risk of lethal infection. What is less well known is the role of en-
vironmental components in amplifying resistance. Heads of State have pledged to tackle the problem, but 
current policies are proving inadequate. A shift in thinking is needed with citizen scientists getting involved 
and prevention the best cure.This lecture by Jacqueline McGlade, Jackson Proessor of the Environment, will 
take place at 6pm on 27 September at the Museum of London.

Contact Pernille Norregaard on 020 7831 0575
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