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LORD MAYOR
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Visit to China
On 16-24 March, the Lord Mayor visited China. The 
immediate context for the visit was the conclusion of 
the “Two Sessions” (Lianghui) meeting of legislative 
delegates and political advisers, during which 
a draft foreign investment law was announced. 
This signalled the intention to improve China’s 
business environment and to open up its markets. 
Opportunities flowing from the development of the 
Greater Bay Area were foremost during the visit to 
Shenzhen. The Lord Mayor issued invitations to senior 
figures to attend the City of London Corporation 
business forum and dinner to commemorate the 
70th Anniversary of the founding of the People’s 
Republic of China as well as the Innovate Finance 
Global Summit and the Green Finance Summit. The 
scale and ambition of the China fintech market was 
underlined in meetings with WeBank and Ping’An 
Connect. During a meeting with the Mayor of 
Shenzhen, the City Corporation’s 2004 Memorandum 
of Understanding was enhanced with the signing 
of a new agreement with a focus on Green 
Finance, fintech and Renminbi Internationalisation. 
In Shanghai, the Lord Mayor met Fosun Group, 
Shanghai Internation Group, Shanghai Pudong 
Development Bank, Eastspring and the Mayor of 
Shanghai. The first meeting in Beijing was with Vice 
President Wang Qishan, a rare opportunity for the 
Lord Mayor to engage so directly at such a high 
level with the Chinese government. Accompanied 
by the Chief Executives of HSBC, Standard Chartered 
and Prudential, the meeting also included Yi 
Gang, the Governor of the People’s Bank of China. 
Speaking to a full lecture theatre of students from 
Tsinghua University, the Lord Mayor outlined his 
Mayoral Theme and the importance of promoting 
Digital Skills across all generations. As well as taking 
questions around the importance of skills for financial 
inclusion, Brexit was a key matter of interest to the 
students. During the visit, the Lord Mayor took every 
opportunity to articulate the market’s hopes for the 
launch of the London-Shanghai Stock Connect, 
raising it in his meeting with the Vice President, the 
Mayor of Shanghai, Mayor of Beijing and during his 
many media interviews. His hopes were reflected 
by several of the Chinese business leaders whom 
he met, with them noting the opportunities that the 
scheme will afford.

Meeting the High Commissioner of Bangladesh
On 4 April, the Lord Mayor met Her Excellency 
Saida Muna Tasneem the High Commissioner 
of Bangladesh. Discussions centred around the 
High Commissioner’s plans to raise the profile of 
Bangladesh within the UK, through to to the City’s 
work in business innovation. The Lord Mayor invited 
the High Commissioner and delegates to the 
Innovate Finance Global Summit taking place in 
late April. Compliments were issued to Common 
Councilman Munsur Ali for his efforts in setting up the 
meeting. 

Visit to Turkey and Qatar
The Lord Mayor visited Turkey and Qatar from 7-10 
April. The objectives of the visit were to reassure 
key investors and trading partners about the City’s 
readiness for all Brexit outcomes and its enduring 
global strengths beyond Brexit; to position the 
City as a global innovation hub; and to advance 
the interests of City firms represented in the 
accompanying business delegation. During the visit, 
the Lord Mayor emphasised the deep and valued 
strategic and commercial relationships between 
the UK and both Turkey and Qatar. In Istanbul, 
the Lord Mayor met representatives from Turkey 
Wealth Fund, Borsa Istanbul, Koc Holdings, several 
Turkish companies considering London listings, and 
Acibadem Sigorta Healthcare Group (recently 
acquired by BUPA). He also made a keynote speech 
to the Turkish Industry & Business Association. In Qatar 
he expressed gratitude for Qatar’s investments in the 
UK and its clear-minded confidence in the UK’s long-
term prospects. The Lord Mayor had an audience 
with the Amir of Qatar, and meetings with the Prime 
Minister, the Qatar Investment Authority, the Qatar 
Central Bank, Qatar Financial Centre and Qatar Free 
Zone Authority. The visit underlined new opportunities 
for collaboration, including in financial services, as 
Turkey grows to become the world’s 11th largest 
economy by 2050, and as Qatar pursues its ambitious 
overseas investment and economic diversification 
agenda. This visit also came in advance of the Lord 
Mayor hosting Qatar Day at Mansion House on 26 
April where experts in industry spoke to an audience 
of 180 business delegates on Asset Management, 
Sustainable Capital Markets, Fintech and Cyber 
Security. 

One Young World Business and Finance Sub Group
On 2 April the Lord Mayor hosted a well-attended 
and lively meeting of young professional people 
under the banner of “One Young World.” The aim 
was to bring together practitioners from many 
nationalities and backgrounds working in the 
financial and professional services sector in London 
to discuss social, economic and environmental 
challenges, to share views and experiences, and 
to network. All three aims were achieved, and the 
feedback was enthusiastic.

Contact Chloe Waterman on 2676

mailto:chloe.waterman@cityoflondon.gov.uk


2

By the time that this Briefing is published Deputy 
Tom Hoffman will have taken over from me as Chief 
Commoner and Claire and I wish him and Jane 
every success in what can be a time consuming, 
but also very fulfilling role, and I am sure that I can 
count on Members to be as generous with their 
encouragement and support as they have been 
over my year.

One aspect of the job which has given me the 
most satisfaction has been that of a facilitator, 
introducing people to each other in order to 
improve connectivity in the City. Whether that be 
Voces8 , based in Gresham Street, who are now 
making music with our academies or the Thames 
Festival who are linking up with the Woolmen so that 
the sheep drive, the Lord Mayor’s rowing challenge 
and the river pageant all come together for a great 
weekend on the river at the end of September. As 
Members we all have our own individual networks 
and I am sure that my successor would welcome 
any suggestions and input that you have.

I am also very grateful to the 25 Livery Companies 
who have been generous enough to offer me, 
and sometimes Claire as well, the most splendid 
hospitality during my year, most recently from the 
Environmental Cleaners and the Pewterers. Sadly 
most Livery Companies remain in blissful ignorance 
of the Chief Commoner’s role and I hope that 
colleagues who are Liverymen will do their best to 
spread the word.

While remaining ready to take on any engagements 
which the Chief cannot fulfill during the next six 
months, the spare time has given me also the 
opportunity to take on my first student at Christ’s 
Hospital School, a ten year old girl from Bethnal 
Green who will be starting her first term as a boarder 
in September. Since becoming a Governor I have 
been hugely impressed by the opportunity which the 
school gives to so many underprivileged kids and I 
would recommend the role to any colleagues who 
have a few hours to spend each year. The meetings 
are not onerous but it does not show the City in the 
best light if vacancies go unfilled with regularity.

Voyage onboard HMS Queen Elizabeth
with Jeremy Simons CC

CHIEF COMMONER

The Chief Commoner with 
Dame Felicity Lott at the 
Guildhall School of Music & 
Drama annual dinner.

Contact Tina Denis on ext. 3801

mailto:Tina.Denis%40cityoflondon.gov.uk?subject=
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CHAIR OF  POLICY & RESOURCES
Music Education Islington
On 1 March, the Policy Chair spoke at the launch of 
Music Education Islington, the new music education 
hub for the London Borough of Islington, led by 
Guildhall School of Music & Drama. The launch, held 
at the Barbican Centre, featured Jermain Jackman, 
a winner of BBC’s The Voice programme, and music 
from Islington secondary school students. The Policy 
Chair spoke on how this event brought together 
the City of London Corporation’s commitment to 
education and opportunity with its support for arts 
and culture. She highlighted how this was part of our 
close cooperation with our neighbours in Islington 
in several areas. Cllr Richard Watts, the leader of 
Islington, thanked the City Corporation and praised 
its partnership with Islington and other neighbouring 
boroughs. He highlighted the contribution which 
music education can make to young people’s lives 
and their life chances. Music Education Islington 
will enable the borough’s schools and pupils to 
make the most of world-class music education, 
resources and experiences through the Guildhall 
School, and be enriched by the Guildhall School’s 
creative alliance with the Barbican. It will provide 
all children in the London Borough of Islington 
with the opportunity to learn a musical instrument, 
the chance to sing regularly with choirs and an 
instrument loan service.

Beasts of London
On 3 March, the Policy Chair spoke at the launch 
of the Beasts of London experience at the Museum 
of London. This is a fully immersive digital installation 
using video projection. It was created in partnership 
with Guildhall School of Music & Drama and is 
supported by the International Fund for Animal 
Welfare. Beasts of London explores the role played 
by animals in shaping the capital, from Roman 
London to the present day. Many of the animals are 
voiced by celebrities. The Policy Chair highlighted 
how this was a collaboration between two of the 
City’s great cultural institutions and spoke of the City 
Corporation’s continuing role in looking after animals 
in London. Clive Bannister from the Museum of 
London and Lynne Williams from the Guildhall School 
also spoke at the launch, which was well attended 
by guests of all age groups. Beasts of London runs 
until January 2020.

Meeting Irish MEP Brian Hayes
On 28 March the Policy Chair met with MEP 
Brian Hayes. The Policy Chair highlighted the 
importance that the City Corporation places on our 
engagement with Ireland, both on a bilateral basis 
with senior government and industry representatives 
and via the bilateral financial services dialogue, 
organised jointly with Financial Services Ireland 
(Banking & Payments Federation Ireland has recently 
become a member of the dialogue). The Policy 
Chair acknowledged the recent support from the 
Finance Minister for a continuing dialogue with the 
City Corporation on the shape of the future financial 
services framework between the UK and the EU27. 
The Policy Chair recognised the significant impact on 
Ireland of the UK leaving the EU and our respective 
financial centres which complement each other.

Homelessness and rough sleeping
On 9 April the Policy Chair attended a Deanery 
meeting at St. Patricks Church, Soho Square to 
discuss the provision of the City for the homeless and 
vulnerable, particularly those on the streets. Recent 
work with the Chaplain at St. Pauls has revealed how 
people threatened with homelessness may be using 
the Cathedral to seek sanctuary and support. The 
Policy Chair’s speech and subsequent discussions 
confirmed the City Corporation’s commitment 
to reverse the trend of rising homelessness to 
ensure individuals can access safe and secure 
accommodation. The Policy Chair highlighted the 
City Corporation’s work with specialist outreach 
teams who engage directly with individuals on the 
streets offering ‘pathway’ accommodation and 
support.  

Freedom of the City for Rt Hon Sajid Javid MP
The Policy Chair spoke at a dinner on 10 April to 
celebrate the award of the Freedom of the City of 
London to Rt Hon Sajid Javid MP, Home Secretary. 
The Policy Chair took the opportunity to thank the 
Home Secretary for his help in protecting the City 
and congratulating him on his inspiring career rising 
to become Vice President of Chase Manhattan 
Bank and his move into politics and becoming Home 
Secretary.

Visit to Beijing
On 23 April the Policy Chair traveled to Beijing to 
attend the second Belt & Road Banders Roundtable 
as well as roundtables and meetings to discuss 
Green Investment Principles, China’s new Foreign 
Investment Law, and several media briefings. The 
Policy Chair also attended the Financial Connectivity 
Thematic Forum.

Contact Tina Denis on ext. 3801

Any Member wishing to know our position on any
subject can contact the Director of Communications
Bob Roberts or the Head of Corporate Affairs
Eugenie de Naurois.

mailto:tina.denis%40cityoflondon.gov.uk?subject=
mailto:Bob.Roberts@cityoflondon.gov.uk
mailto:Eugenie.deNaurois%40cityoflondon.gov.uk?subject=


Brexit - local government 
The Housing, Communities and Local Government 
Committee published its report into Brexit and local 
government. The report noted the importance of 
local government and raised concern about the 
“substantial risks” posed by Brexit. It was imperative, 
the report said, that councils were provided with 
adequate support from central government in terms 
of funding and guidance to address new burdens 
and responsibilities as they emerged. In the longer 
term, the report concluded that Brexit provided an 
opportunity to re-evaluate the distribution of powers 
between central and local government. 

Brexit - movement of financial services 
The House of Lords EU Sub-Committee on Financial 
Affairs heard evidence from William Wright, 
Managing Director, New Financial, and Andrew 
Pilgrim, Associate Partner, Ernst and Young, on the 
relocation of financial services caused by Brexit. 
Wright said that studies had confirmed that “firms 
will move as much as they need to move” but 
that they “will move as little as they can get away 
with” owing to long-established links to the UK and 
cost considerations. He added that the number 
of relocations will almost certainly increase once 
Brexit occurs. However, he noted that no single 
European financial centre had “hoovered up” 
such relocations, but rather they had been spread 
throughout several European cities. Pilgrim agreed 
that an increase was very likely, but the extent 
of this would depend heavily on the UK’s future 
relationship with the EU. Wright caveated that Brexit 
may have created “the occasion of relocation, but 
perhaps not the cause” and that it may be only 
“accelerating a pre-existing trend.” He pointed to 
firms relocating to cut costs by moving “back-office 
functions” to countries like Poland, rather than being 
motivated by Single Market access. Asked whether 
the relocations could be reversed or stopped, Wright 
answered that there is a “limited scope to pause, 
perhaps not to stop, but almost none to reverse.” 

Road safety
The Remembrancers’ Office submitted evidence 
to the Transport Select Committee’s inquiry into 
road safety. The submission highlighted the City 
Corporation’s Road Danger Reduction and Active 
Travel Plan, which has been developed to meet 
the Mayor of London’s ‘Vision Zero’ objective. 
Vision Zero aims to eliminate all deaths and serious 
injuries from London’s transport network by 2041. 
The submission explained that the Road Danger 
Reduction and Active Travel Plan is built around 
four themes: safe streets, safe speeds, safe vehicles 
and safe behaviours, and outlined some of the 
measures being taken under each theme. The 
submission also included a case-study into the Bank 
on Safety scheme, noting that the traffic restrictions 
at Bank Junction had resulted in a 27% reduction in 
casualties. 

Financial Services Equivalency Decisions   
Junior Treasury Minister John Glen MP announced 
he had laid ministerial directions before Parliament 
to make equivalence directions and exemption 
directions for EU and EEA member states. These, 
he said, were “important for avoiding disruption 
to the financial services sector, and the businesses 
and individuals relying on it, in the event that the 
United Kingdom withdraws from the European 
Union without an agreement.” Glen explained 
the exemption provides that the “EU-adopted 
International Financial Reporting Standards are 
equivalent to UK accounting standards”, and 
can be used “to prepare financial statements for 
requirements under the Transparency Directive 
and to prepare a prospectus under the Prospectus 
Directive.” Additionally, as “the Treasury, the EU, and 
the EEA/EFTA have provided exceptions for central 
banks and certain public bodies in the event the UK 
leaves the EU without a deal”, the directions make 
provision for “exempting these EU and EEA bodies 
from certain requirements under UK law in force 
after exit.”

Business technology
In brief exchanges prompted by Lord Holmes of 
Richmond (Con) regarding support for the UK as 
“an attractive environment [for] businesses based 
on AI (Artificial Intelligence) to start and scale,” 
Government spokesman Lord Henley reminded 
peers that it was “encouraging to note that inward 
investment to the UK AI sector increased by 17% last 
year—more than the whole of Europe combined.” 
Explaining that the UK had “three of the top 10 
universities for research,” Henley highlighted the 
‘AI sector deal’, worth £1bn. While supporting 
Lord Holmes’ enthusiasm for technology, Lord 
Grantchester (Lab) worried about the effects of AI 
on jobs. Henley countered that “a very large number 
of new jobs” would be created. Former Lord Mayor 
and Alderman Lord Mountevans (Crossbench), 
building on the recent debate that he triggered 
about the importance of the maritime sector for 
trade and jobs, noted the UK’s reputation as a 
fintech hub. Speaking on a City brief, Mountevans 
stressed the importance of access to talent—
“access to this country for the young innovators  from 
abroad is essential”—and called for “an immigration 
regime which permits them to come to this country.” 
Responding, Henley celebrated London as a 
“leading world player” in fintech and said, “We shall 
have to look carefully to ensure that we can attract 
the right people not only from abroad but from the 
UK. That is why skills will be important. I am sure that 
my noble friend from the Home Office will have 
noticed what he had to say on bringing in people 
from overseas.” 

Contact James Edwards on ext. 1202
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Economic Development Office
Green Finance Summit: Investing in Actions, 2 July
Climate change, green finance and climate action 
are high on the agenda for government, financial 
services, corporations and citizens in the transition to 
a low carbon economy. We are therefore delighted 
to host the third annual Green Finance Summit this 
July at Guildhall. Coinciding with London Climate 
Action Week, the Summit has several high profile 
speakers including Mary Robinson, Chair of The 
Elders Foundation, First woman President of Ireland 
and former UN High Commissioner for Human Rights 
(newly confirmed); the Rt Hon Claire Perry MP, 
Minister of State for Energy and Clean Growth and 
Hoesung Lee, Chair, Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change. We expect to convene industry 
experts, policymakers, leading voices and the 
brightest minds in green finance. The Summit Sessions 
will feature responsible investment; climate analytics; 
international trends in sustainable finance; green 
finance opportunities and sustainable and resilient 
cities. The new Green Finance Institute will also 
launch at the Summit. Summit Headline sponsor is 
Lloyds Banking Group and Pre-Summit Dinner sponsor 
is Investec Asset Management. Media partners are 
Environmental Finance and Responsible Investor. We 
encourage members to register early via the Green 
Finance Summit website to attend. 

London Living Wage campaign
A two-week campaign ran in March to encourage 
financial and professional services businesses in the 
Square Mile to pay the London Living Wage (LLW) 
at £10.55 per hour. The aim was to celebrate those 
businesses committed to paying the LLW and to 
encourage those not currently accredited to join 
them. It included a poster campaign on the London 
Underground, a launch event at the Museum of 
London, social media, newspaper advertising and 
direct discussions with City businesses, and had a 
very wide reach. The campaign achieved substantial 
media coverage – 30 articles (including six pieces 
of international coverage). The media engagement 
enabled us to reach key target audiences, including 
businesses and employees, through coverage in 
high-profile London and business media. The tone of 
the coverage was overwhelmingly positive. 

India - UK Insurance Summit 
On 11 April the City of London Corporation 
partnered with General Insurance Corporation 
of India (GIC), New India Assurance and the Asia 
Insurance Post on an Insurance event held at Gibson 
Hall. The key focus was the future of the insurance 
market in India as well as the opportunity for the 
UK Insurtech sector. Over 125 people participated 
in the event and the City Corporation’s Alderman 
Vincent Keaveny provided welcome remarks.  Other 
high profile guests included the Chair of GIC Alice 
Vaidyan, Minister Economic from the Indian High 
Commission Manish Singh and Chair of New India 
Assurance Atul Sahai. The panel on Insurtech raised 
pertinent questions about the potential for UK firms 
considering India.  

US engagement
Officers from the Economic Development Office 
visited New York and Washington DC in March. 
The visit coincided with Meaningful Vote II which 
dominated the airwaves. Officials remained deeply 
concerned about the impact of a disorderly Brexit 
both on US firms and market stability. Washington is, 
however, more immediately focused on China and 
the US - Mexico - Canada Agreement, than on future 
opportunities for deeper UK-US ties. The latter will 
only merit serious thought once the terms of the UK’s 
departure from the EU are better known. In Congress, 
a new generation of Democratic representatives are 
getting their heads around the trade agenda. The 
next few months will offer important insights into how 
US officials may approach the future UK-US trading 
relationship. Further information is available in the 
visit report.  The Policy Chair will be in Washington 
DC from 7-9 May and New York on 11-12 June to 
continue these conversations at a senior level. 
These trips form part of the Policy Chair’s strategy 
of sustained engagement with the UK’s largest 
single post-Brexit services market. She will meet with 
senior politicians, government officials, regulators, 
influencers and business leaders. As the UK 
Government develops its ‘Team GB’ approach to US 
engagement, the City Corporation can position itself 
as the key voice for the financial and professional 
services sector in the US.     

Contact Sabina Johal on ext. 3614 

All Members are invited to attend the annual City-wide Residents’ Meeting which will be held on Wednesday 
8 May in the Great Hall at 12.30–2.30pm and repeated at 6.30–8.30pm. The meetings offer residents the 
chance to hear from their elected Members and senior officers from the City of London Police and the City  
Corporation. Residents will also have the opportunity to ask questions or raise issues about living in the City. 
A number of stalls will provide additional information and signposting on a variety of issues. The Culture Mile 
team will also be talking to residents about upcoming activities. If you are attending the meeting please 
email residents@cityoflondon.gov.uk Please also encourage as many residents as possible to attend and ask 
them to confirm by email or by calling 020 7332 3176.

Annual City-wide Residents’ Meeting Contact Jaime Rose on ext. 3966

A Member Development Briefing has been scheduled to take place on 18 June, between 8.45-9.45am in 
Committee Rooms 3 and 4, Guildhall. Breakfast will be available from 8.30am. The briefing will be delivered 
by the Homelessness and Rough-sleeping Team, Community and Children’s Services Department, and will 
provide Members with an update on this topic, which was of real interest at many of the recent Wardmotes.  
This session is attracting a lot of interest so, if you would like to attend, please email Julie Mayer by 10 May.  

Homeless and Rough Sleeping Briefing Contact Julie Mayer on ext. 1410

http://www.greenfinancesummit.org
http://www.greenfinancesummit.org
https://documentcloud.adobe.com/link/track?uri=urn%3Aaaid%3Ascds%3AUS%3A2c5904db-3bcd-4432-9682-1396abaf6465
https://documentcloud.adobe.com/link/track?uri=urn%3Aaaid%3Ascds%3AUS%3A2c5904db-3bcd-4432-9682-1396abaf6465
mailto:sabina.johal%40cityoflondon.gov.uk?subject=
mailto:residents@cityoflondon.gov.uk
mailto:Jaime.Rose@cityoflondon.gov.uk
mailto:julie.mayer@cityoflondon.gov.uk
mailto:Julie.Mayer@cityoflondon.gov.uk
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Taster session – a riot of green in watercolour 
Join art lecturer, Nicola Morrison at the View in 
Epping Forest on 3 May, 1.30-3.30pm, and explore 
the lush greens of Epping Forest as the canopy 
teems with vibrant growth. This event is for adults 
(19+) only and is run in partnership with the Waltham 
Forest Adult Learning Service. Free to attend and no 
booking required.

Lost drawings of West Ham Park
Dr John Fothergill who once owned West Ham Park, 
commissioned the most eminent botanical artists of 
the day to provide an illustrated record of his plant 
collection. Following his death these were sold and 
became part of Catherine the Great’s collection. 
The Friends of West Ham park are now campaigning 
for sponsorship to commission a St- Petersburg- 
based researcher to explore how much of the 
collection still exists. An exhibition of copies of these 
drawings will be held in the Ornamental Gardens of 
West Ham Park on 8 and 9 June. 

Breakfast with the birds- Coulsdon Common 
Join the circular walk around Coulsdon Common 
on 4 May, 6-8am, and listen and look out for the 
wonderful birdlife and see the lovely colours of spring 
in bloom. As an extra reward for getting up so early, 
coffee and buns will be on offer after the walk. For 
more information and to book visit the eventbrite 
website.   

Tower Bridge shortlisted for Museums + Heritage 
Awards 
Tempo, in partnership with Tower Bridge, have been 
shortlisted for the Museums + Heritage Award in the 
category of ‘partnership of the Year’ for the Time 
Credits programme. The winner of the award will be 
announced in May. 

More information on all events being held in our 
Open Spaces can be found on the events section of 
the City of London website. 

Open Spaces Contact Roush Islam on ext. 3571 

City Bridge Trust
Stepping Stones Fund relaunched
On 11 April, City Bridge Trust relaunched its Stepping 
Stones Fund, an award-winning social investment 
readiness grants programme delivered in partnership 
with UBS. Following five previous funding rounds, 
applications will now be considered on a rolling 
basis, across the year, rather than bound by 
deadline. Since its inception in 2014, the Stepping 
Stones Fund has distributed over £3.2m in grant 
funding to 77 organisations in Greater London 
who wish to test out ideas for trading, for property 
purchase and for redevelopment. These grants 
allow charities a ‘safe space’ to road test an idea, 
encouraging innovation and ultimately catalysing 
revenue generation. This follows the launch earlier 
this year of the Stepping Stones Finance Facility, in 

partnership with UBS and Clothworkers Foundation, 
which offers loans of up to £50k to previous recipients 
of the Stepping Stones grant programme. More 
details on the Stepping Stones Fund can be found on 
the City Bridge Trust website.

Member’s Briefing Lunch
On Friday 28 June the City Bridge Trust Committee 
will be hosting a briefing lunch in the Guildhall 
Club Private Dining Room on the different sources 
of charitable funding managed by the City 
Corporation. A formal email invitation will follow in 
due course.

Contact Catherine Mahoney on ext. 3533

London Metropolitan Archives (LMA)
Purchase of City of London riverfront scene, 1851, by 
Louis Jules Duboscq
LMA is grateful to have received the support of the 
Arts Council England/V&A Purchase Grant Fund 
and the Friends of the National Libraries to purchase 
a rare stereoscopic daguerreotype of a City of 
London riverfront scene, 1851, attributed to Louis 
Jules Duboscq (1817-1886), the pioneering French 
photographer. Owing to its early date, content, 
format and overall rarity, the Duboscq stereoscopic 
daguerreotype notably enhances the photographic 
archive within the History of London Collection at 
LMA, whilst at the same safeguarding and providing 
public access to such a rare piece of work.

London History Day
On 31 May LMA will open its doors for London History 
Day, celebrating the capital’s extraordinary history 
and heritage. Visitors will be able to discover the 
archives through displays of original documents 
and behind the scenes tours, learn more about 
London in short talks sessions for older visitors and 
by visiting the Under Ground London exhibition, 
create soundscapes and add to the Layers of 
London website. There will be creative activities for 
all the family including the Great Document Explorer 
Discovery Quiz, conservation crafts such as stitching 
a book using traditional bookbinding methods, 
calligraphy, writing and performing a calypso with 
Alexander D Great and a sing-a-long of Cockney 
songs. Attendees will also be able to talk to experts 
who will tell them more about our amazing archives 
and the work we do. LMA’s London History Day 
takes place 10.30am-4pm and is free. You can just 
drop in, but please do try to register your interest on 
Eventbrite in advance if possible.

Contact Geoff Pick on ext. 3833

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/breakfast-with-the-birds-coulsdon-common-tickets-56494720229
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/breakfast-with-the-birds-coulsdon-common-tickets-56494720229
https://timecredits.com/about
https://timecredits.com/about
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/hampstead-heath-conker-championships-2018-tickets-49982211139
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/hampstead-heath-conker-championships-2018-tickets-49982211139
mailto:Roush.Islam%40cityoflondon.gov.uk?subject=
https://www.ubs.com/global/en/ubs-society/2018/emea.html
https://www.citybridgetrust.org.uk/what-we-do/social-investment/stepping-stones-fund/
mailto:Catherine.Mahoney@cityoflondon.gov.uk
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/london-history-day-tickets-59157277008
mailto:geoff.pick%40cityoflondon.gov.uk?subject=
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New interactive map of approved construction works
The City Corporation has developed an interactive 
map to show approved out of hours construction 
works, along with details of the times permitted, 
location and contractor details. If residents are 
likely to be disturbed by noise, the permitted times 
of operation, including ancillary activities such as 
deliveries, will be restricted to standard hours of 
8am-6pm (Monday to Friday) and 9am-2pm 
(Saturday). No working is permitted on Sundays, 
bank holidays or other national holidays. If anyone 
is being disturbed by noise, please check the map 
first, to see if the works have been approved by the 
Pollution Control Team. Please note that emergency 
works may also be undertaken that are not shown 
on this map. Wherever possible whoever is causing 
the noise should be contacted first. If this does not 
help, or if you feel that you are unable to approach 
them, you can email the Pollution Control Team at 
publicprotection@cityoflondon.go.uk or call 020 
7606 3030. You can access the map and further 
information via the City of London website. 

Contact Robin Whitehouse on ext. 1604

Port Health & Public Protection welcomes Malaysian 
Government Delegation 
A delegation from the Smart Regulation Team 
of the Malaysian Government’s Productivity 
Corporation visited the UK at the end of March to 
learn about how legislation is developed here. 
They were particularly interested in the relationships 
between business and the various regulators and 
their first stop was the City of London to learn about 
Primary Authority. They were welcomed to the City 
Corporation with an historic overview of the Square 
Mile and the multiple areas that Port Health and  
Public Protection regulate. This was followed by a 
presentation and discussion with one of the City 
Corporation’s Primary Authority lead officers on the 
roles played by both sides in each unique Primary 
Authority relationship. For the rest of the week, the 
delegation met various Government departments 
and agencies including the Office of Product Safety 
& Standards which oversees Primary Authority in the 
UK, as well as others covering the whole range of 
business regulation.  

Contact Tony Macklin on ext. 3377

Markets and Consumer Protection

City of London Police
St Paul’s Cathedral
A busy few weeks for City Police began on 29 March 
when officers apprehended a man who gained 
access to St Paul’s Cathedral with a firearm. The man 
was arrested and later detained under the mental 
health act. The following day (1 April), officers again 
attended the Cathedral following reports of a young 
man falling from the Whispering Gallery. The man, 
who sadly died at the scene, was later named as 19 
year old James Jorge Jose De Sousa Stayton. 

Suspicious package delivered to Bank of England
On 5 April, officers attended the Bank of England 
after a package was deemed suspicious by the 
Bank’s security systems. A full cordon was erected 
around streets near to the Bank while the package 
was examined by specialist officers. The package 
was later declared safe. 

Extinction Rebellion
City Police officers have been assisting colleagues 
in the Metropolitan Police Service with policing the 
Extinction Rebellion protests in central London that 
began on 15 April. The first week of activity saw some 
disturbances in the City, with most of the activity 
focused in Westminster. Extinction Rebellion targeted 
the financial services sector on 25 April for the last 
day of protests with activists gluing themselves 
to the London Stock Exchange in the City and 
climbing onto the roof of a train in Canary Wharf. 
Protests were also planned outside banks including 
Goldman Sachs, the Bank of England, Rothschild 
Nomura, Deutsche Bank, Royal Bank of Canada and 
Rabobank. A comprehensive policing plan was in 
place to manage the protests.

Gresham College Contact Lucia Graves on 020 7831 0575

500 years of Mathematics: Are we living in a new 
Golden Age?
Much has happened in the 500 years since the 
birth of Thomas Gresham, and mathematics is no 
exception. Most mathematicians were then in awe 
of the Greeks and felt little had been done since. 
But the start of modern mathematics soon followed, 
marked by the solution of the cubic equation. 
Mathematics has grown explosively since then and 
we are now in an age of great discovery. Professor 
Chris Budd will review the last 500 years of progress in 
maths, to see where it is going next and ask whether 
we are truly living in a mathematical Golden Age. 
The lecture takes place on 30 April, 1-2pm, at the 
Museum of London and will also be live-streamed 
online.

Creativity: Can computers cut it?
Computers are often parodied as machines that 
kill creativity. Yet modern works of creativity usually 
have a digital aspect, and many are wholly digital. 
We will look at technology that enables creativity 
(not always of a good kind) and the prospects for 
a machine to create works of art. Professor Richard 
Harvey will examine computer- created artefacts 
and ask if we can tell if the creator was human or 
artificial. The lecture takes place on 28 May, 6-7pm, 
at the Museum of London and will also be live-
streamed online.

All the lectures are open to the public on a 
first-come, first-served basis. They are also 
live-streamed online. You can view details of all 
upcoming lectures and videos of previous ones on 
the Gresham College website.

Contact Teresa La Thangue on 020 7601 2290

mailto:publicprotection@cityoflondon.go.uk
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mailto:l.graves%40gresham.ac.uk?subject=
https://www.gresham.ac.uk/
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City of London Academies and Schools
City of London Academy Islington praised by Ofsted
City of London Academy Islington (CoLAI), which 
is co-sponsored by the City of London Corporation 
and City, University of London, has been recognised 
for being a school where “no child is left behind” 
and where “outcomes are outstanding and pupils’ 
progress is exceptional” following a recent Ofsted 
inspection. Ofsted inspectors visited between 
13-14 March, and said since the arrival of the 
headteacher, Clare Verga, in 2012, CoLAI has 
been transformed into an exciting environment 
where pupils and staff thrive. The inspectors said 
“teachers use information about their pupils to 
plan excellent lessons” and “they facilitate pupils’ 
learning by providing outstanding guidance.” They 
also said that the effectiveness of leadership and 
management was “outstanding” and that leaders 
set very high expectations for pupils’ behaviour and 
in turn this has resulted in the students being proud 
of their school and their achievements. Their report 
also stated that CoLAI has exceptional provisions for 
personal development and welfare which ensures 
that pupils quickly develop the skills they need to 
succeed in the school and in their future careers.
The inspectors also found that “governance is an 
immense strength of the school.” as “governors are 
well informed and very astute”, and are “aware 
of the strengths and weaknesses in the school and 
provide challenge and considerable support where 
possible”. Ofsted also found that pupils’ outcomes, 
including disadvantaged pupils’, in GCSE exams 
are very strong across all subjects and “pupils of all 
abilities make outstanding progress because of the 
excellent teaching and the caring environment in 
the school”. They also noted that students at the 
school learn how to stay safe and staff are trained 
regularly in safeguarding and view this responsibility 
most seriously.

City of London Academy Shoreditch Park win
inter-school Chess Competition
It was celebrations all round for a group of students 
from City of London Academy Shoreditch Park after 
winning an inter-school chess competition at the Old 
Bailey. They won a valiant match with students from 
City of London Academy Southwark 17-15 following 
a two-day, seven team tournament, with an early 
round held at Guildhall. All seven teams were drawn 
from the City of London Academies Trust – the City 
Corporation’s multi-academy chain. It worked with 
charity Chess in Schools and Communities, which 
uses chess to help children’s educational and social 
development, to organise the event. Supported by 
Elizabeth Green, Sheriff of the City of London, the 
new tournament featured more than 50 primary 
and secondary school children in the first phase.

Redriff Primary, City of London Academy raises 
awareness of autism
Students from Redriff Primary, City of London 
Academy, which is accredited by the National 
Autistic Society, took part in a week of activities to 
raise awareness of World Autism Week.
The event sees people across the UK take part 
in activities from 1-7 April to raise money and 
awareness for the National Autistic Society. The 
school’s Parents and Teachers Association held a 
cake sale to raise money for the ‘the boathouse’, 
which is a specialist unit with 14 places for children 
with special education needs. Trained teachers give 
group and one-to-one lessons whilst also holding 
sensory activities for children who are on the autism 
spectrum. The money raised will go towards sensory 
activities in the boathouse. Throughout the week 
pupils were also given practical lessons in what 
autism is, and how many people on the autism 
spectrum have sensory differences which can have 
a profound effect on a person’s life. Staff also took 
Year 6 children to Canada Water Library for a talk 
to the public about autism awareness. Both children 
and staff were on hand to answer any questions 
that people had about autism, and a Year 6 Dance 
group did a performance to help draw in the 
crowds. Last year the school welcomed therapy 
dog Luna, a golden retriever poodle cross, who is 
being trained to support pupils with autism. She will 
provide affection, comfort and have a calming 
influence with the ability to help social interaction 
amongst children. Luna, who is the first therapy dog 
for the school, will undergo training with a charity 
that specialises in training dogs to work in schools.
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London Symphony Orchestra (LSO)
Guest conductor Sir Mark Elder joined the LSO with pianist Kirill Gerstein for a concert at the Barbican on 
14 april, featuring works by Beethoven and Ives. LSO Principal Guest Conductor François-Xavier Roth then 
conducted an all-Ravel programme inspired by his life-long fascination with Spanish culture at the end of 
the month. LSO St Luke’s – the LSO’s venue on Old Street – played host to several lunchtime and evening 
concerts this month, including the Leeds Piano Festival in London and BBC Radio 3 Lunchtimes. The LSO’s 
education and community programme – LSO Discovery – led visits to several schools in East London and 
hospitals as part of its LSO On Track programme, putting the LSO at the heart of the Music Education Hubs in 
East London. LSO Discovery’s children’s choirs also curated their own end of term concert.

Contact Veronica Kocovska on 020 7588 1116

mailto:Veronica.Kocovska@lso.co.uk


Barbican Centre
Grief is the Thing with Feathers  
Starring Cillian Murphy, Enda Walsh’s theatrical 
adaptation of Max Porter’s multi-award winning 
novel Grief is the Thing with Feathers made its UK 
premiere in the Barbican Theatre for a sold-out three 
week run across March and April. Produced by 
Wayward Productions in association with Complicité 
and co-produced by the Barbican, the production 
was the subject of a feature in the Independent, 
broadcasts on BBC Radio 6 music and BBC Radio 4 
Saturday Review, and 4* reviews from The Sunday 
Times, The Guardian, The Telegraph, The Mail on 
Sunday, Time Out and the Evening Standard.

Barbican partnership with Warehouse wins European 
Sponsorship Arts and Culture Award
The Barbican’s spring 2018 partnership with fashion 
retailer Warehouse has been awarded the European 
Sponsorship Arts and Culture Award. The partnership 
was arranged by the Barbican’s Development 
team and involved a specially-created clothing 
collection inspired by the Barbican’s architecture 
and Conservatory, modelled by Barbican staff and a 
Barbican Young Poet, and sold in Warehouse stores 
and in the Barbican Shop.

Barbican Guildhall Creative Learning wins Creative 
Learning Award
Barbican Guildhall Creative Learning has won 
the Special Educational Needs and Disabilities 
Achievement Award at the National Creative 
Learning Awards for its work with The Garden School 
in Hackney, a school for learners with autism aged 
4-16. Run by The Creative Learning Guild, the awards 
celebrate inspirational innovators, educators and 
practitioners working within arts education. Jenny 
Mollica, Director of Creative Learning (interim) 
at the Barbican and Guildhall School of Music & 
Drama said: ‘We’re absolutely delighted that our 
work with The Garden School has been recognised 
at a national level. Our Associate Schools model 
involves a school-wide approach that aims to 
inspire teachers to harness the power and value of 
creativity within educational settings and to widen 
access to the arts for all’.

Contact John Kelly on 020 7382 2389

Highlights of Beasts of London coverage 
April saw The Museum of London open Beasts of 
London; an immersive digital world which takes 
visitors on a journey through time to come face 
to face with the animals that once called this city 
home. The experience is delivered in partnership 
with Guildhall School with over 100 staff and students 
involved: it uses video projection mapping, created 
by Guildhall School production artists, led by 
Creative Lead Dan Shorten, to highlight the history 
of animals in the capital. The immersive tour runs 
until January 2020 and has received 4* reviews from 
The Telegraph, The Evening Standard and Culture 
Whisper as well as being featured on BBC London 
Evening News and, Scala Radio.  

Honorary Fellowships and Alumni Success  
On 14 March at Guildhall School Annual Dinner 
hosted at Haberdashers’ Hall, Stephen Dagg 
(former Director of Guildhall Young Artists), Louise 
Jeffreys (Artistic Director, Barbican Centre), Emma 
Rice (Artistic Director, Wise Children) and Vikki 
Heywood (Chair of the Royal Society of Arts) all 
received Honorary Fellowships of Guildhall School 
presented by Vivienne Littlechild (Chairman of the 
Board of Governors of Guildhall School), and Lynne 
Williams (Principal, Guildhall School).  In other alumni 
news, Monica Dolan (Acting, 1992) received ‘Best 
Actress in a Supporting Role’ at this year’s Olivier 
Awards, presented for her performance in All About 
Eve at Noël Coward Theatre, which also starred 
Guildhall School alumna Lily James (Acting, 2010).

Islington Music Hub Launch Event 
Islington Council has launched its new partnership 
with lead delivery organisation Guildhall School on 
the Islington Music Education Hub, a pioneering 
new music service for its schools. It is the first 
such partnership of its kind and the first time 
a conservatoire has led the delivery of music 
education for a local authority, as part of a wider 
partnership involving several other outstanding music 
education providers. The Music Education Islington 
launch took place earlier this month at the Barbican 
Centre and included a panel discussion given by Sir 
Nicholas Kenyon CBE (Managing Director), Jermain 
Jackman (British singer and winner of The Voice UK), 
Mark Owen (Headteacher, Gillespie Primary School 
Islington), Lydia Banjo (Islington Young Mayor) and 
Lynne Williams (Principal, Guildhall School). The 
evening was hosted by the City Corporation’s Policy 
Chair, Catherine McGuinness. 

Contact Rebecca Driver, 
Rebecca Driver Media Relations

 on 020 7247 1894

Contact Jo Hutchinson, 
Guildhall School of Music & Drama 

on 020 7382 6130

Guildhall School of Music & Drama
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For all enquiries contact MembersBriefing@cityoflondon.gov.uk 
or telephone the Communications Team on 020 7332 3467

• The Lord Mayor appeared on Bloomberg Radio 
calling for UK businesses to have as much access 
to EU markets as possible after Brexit.

• Coverage in Financial Times,(£) Law 360,(£) 
Financial News, City AM, CNN , The Guardian, 
Huffington Global and  Relocate following a 
response by the Policy Chair on the extension of 
the Brexit deadline. 

• The Policy Chair appeared on Bloomberg TV and 
Sky News’ Ian King Live [viewable internally only] 
in interviews about Brexit. 

• The Policy Chair was quoted in Reuters about how 
Britain’s financial services sector won’t get special 
access to the European Union after Brexit. Also in 
US News and Yahoo! UK and Ireland.

• Coverage of a meeting between the Lord Mayor 
and the Prime Minister of Qatar was included 
in Qatar Tribune, Gulf Times and OANA. Further 
coverage of the visit to Qatar appeared in The 
Peninsula, Qatar Tribune, Doha Insight, Gulf Times, 
Qatar Tribune and The Peninsula Qatar. 

• City A.M. carried a column by the Policy Chair 
which focused on opportunities for partnership 
with China on the Belt and Road Initiative. An 
interview was also published with China Economic 
Daily with further coverage in China.Org.

• The Policy Chair was quoted in the Financial 
Times (£) after the release of the third London 
RMB Business Quarterly report. Further coverage 
in Reuters UK, City A.M. [viewable internally only], 
Xinhua, Reuters China [Chinese] ,Sina [Chinese], 
Hong Kong Economic Journal, Hong Kong 
Economic Times and Kaixian [Chinese].

• The Chair of the Planning and Transportation 
Committee, was quoted in Financial Times (£), 
Guardian and City A.M. on front pages and by 
175 regional publications and radio stations, after 
the approval of the “Tulip” skyscraper application. 

• The Policy Chair was quoted in Architects Projects 
in a story about the City Corporation’s search for 
an architect for the proposed Centre for Music.

• The Lord Mayor wrote in City A.M. for UK Fintech 
Week on London as a global financial hub.

• The Lord Mayor was pictured in the Daily Mail, 
Daily Star, City A.M. (viewable internally only) and 
US Magazine, covering Prince Harry’s attendance 
at the Lord Mayor’s Big Curry Lunch at Guildhall. 

• Coverage of the City Corporation’s award of a 
new tech-driven waste collection, street cleansing 
and ancillary services contract to Veolia in 
TwinFm, Transport Engineer, Transport and 
Logistics, London Loves Business, Lets Recycle, 
Commercial Fleet, Recycling Magazine, CIWM 
– Journal, Waste Today Magazine, Facilitate 
Magazine,  Recycling Waste World, Edie Net, 
Transport Engineer, London Bulletin, Resource, 
MHW Magazine, Fleetpoint, Future Build, Body 
Shop Magazine and CSO Magazine. Jeremy 
Simons, Chair of the City Corporation’s Port Health 
and Environmental Services Committee, was 
quoted. 

• Let’s Recycle and City Matters reported the first 
of 10 water refill points have been installed in 
Bow Churchyard Cheapside, as part of the City 
Corporation’s Plastic Free City campaign. The 
Chair of the City Corporation’s Port Health and 
Environmental Services Committee, was quoted. 

• City A.M. ran a piece on increased fines for 
littering in the Square Mile. [viewable internally 
only]. The Policy Chair also wrote in City 
Matters about the matter with coverage in 
EnvironmentGuru. Chair of the Port Health and 
Environmental Services Committee, was quoted.

• Richard Jones, librarian at Barbican Music Library, 
and photographer Mark Allan, were interviewed 
on London Live about ‘It’s NOT only rock ‘n’ 
roll’. The free exhibition features music and 
entertainment photographs taken by Mark during 
a career [link not available]. A photograph from 
the exhibition was featured in The Times’ Picture 
of the Day section, as part of its online coverage 
of the best images from around the world. [£] 
Mark was also interviewed on BBC Radio London’s 
Robert Elms Show [link not available], Camden 
New Journal and the Islington Tribune.

• Katty Pearce, Curator at the Guildhall Art Gallery, 
was interviewed on BBC Radio London’s Robert 
Elms Show on Seen & Heard. [Link unavailable] 

• FE News carried an article following a recent 
Ofsted inspection at the City of London 
Academy, Islington. Clare Verga, Executive 
Principal of City of London Academy Islington, 
and Henry Colthurst, Chair of City of London 
Corporation’s Education Board, were quoted. 
Further coverage in the Islington Gazette.

• City Bridge Trust was referenced in Charity Update 
after it awarded SurvivorsUK £120k for counselling 
services for male survivors of sexual abuse. 
Chair of the City Corporation’s City Bridge Trust 
Committee was quoted. Further coverage in the 
Evening Standard. [Viewable internally only]. 

• Coverage of City Bridge Trust’s £84k grant to 
charity Blind in Business to support graduates with 
visual impairments into work was included in the 
Ilford Recorder, Newham Recorder, Romford 
Recorder and Barking and Dagenham Post. Chair 
of City Bridge Trust was quoted.  

• Chair of the City Corporation’s Hampstead 
Heath Management Committee, was quoted 
in the Ham& High in an article about the City 
Corporation celebrating 30 years of managing 
Hampstead Heath. 

• Gardeners’ Question Time on BBC Radio 4 [skip 
to 13.23 – 19.55] was pre-recorded from Saint 
Dunstan in the East Church Garden, featuring 
Team Leader Niall Birnie and Gardener Nic 
Guerra, for a discussion of its history and plants.

• Linda Duffield, Legacy Officer for the Kenley 
Revival Project was interviewed on BBC Radio 
London’s Jo Good Show about the history of 
Kenley Airfield and the pets of the pilots that were 
once stationed there. [available internally]

In the News Contact John Park on ext. 3639
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