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LORD MAYOR
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LM visit to Chile, Brazil and Peru
Between 22 April and 1 May the Lord Mayor visited 
four cities in three key markets in Latin America, 
in a programme that took in Chile (Santiago), 
Brazil (Sao Paulo and Rio de Janeiro) and Peru 
(Lima). He was joined in Chile and Brazil by a small 
business delegation of UK-based firms. Alderman 
Alison Gowman (Deputy Chair, Green Finance 
Initiative) also joined the delegation in Brazil. The 
visit continued the strong relationship that has 
been established between the region and the City 
in recent years. The visit to Santiago was timed 
to coincide with Expomin 2018, the country’s 
promotional trade fair for its globally significant 
mining sector, where many innovative UK firms were 
represented. Other key themes included the priorities 
of the new Presidential administration and plans for 
Chile Day 2018, the investment promotion day held 
in London over the last eight years. The UK-Brazil 
commercial relationship remains strong, despite the 
ongoing challenges of the Odebrecht corruption 
scandal. The Economic and Financial Dialogue, 
led by the Chancellor, has produced real results for 
financial services. The Lord Mayor’s visit provided a 
platform to promote the bilateral relationship and 
press for further progress. There was clear interest 
among Brazilian banks in fostering innovation and 
with a thriving Brazilian fintech sector - the eminence 
of London’s fintech offering was also acknowledged. 
There was also keen interest in the City’s perspective 
on Brexit. The UK Green Finance Summit – a day of 
activity in Sao Paulo organised to coincide with the 
Lord Mayor’s visit – was well-attended. In Peru, the 
Lord Mayor was able to meet the newly appointed 
Prime Minister, as well as the Foreign and Trade 
Ministers, and the Governor of the Central Bank, 
making the visit an excellent opportunity for the 
UK’s engagement with the new administration. The 
hosting of the Pan-American Games in Lima in 2019 
has focussed Peruvian attention on infrastructure. 
Interest in exploring the UK’s infrastructure advisory 
and technical expertise was evident.

Visit to Norway
The Lord Mayor visited Oslo between 15 and 16 
May, where he spent two days meeting Norwegian 
Government and business figures. The Lord Mayor 
met the Governor of the Norwegian Central 
Bank, Director General of the Norwegian Finance 
Ministry, and had two roundtable meetings to 
discuss sustainable finance (green and blue) and 
fintech. The fintech roundtable in particular allowed 
him to discuss his mayoral theme ‘The Business of 
Trust’. He also gave a speech to around 150 senior 
business leaders at an event hosted by Deloitte 
and attended by Norwegian media outlets to 
demonstrate confidence in the future of the City 
post-Brexit. The key themes for discussion throughout 
the visit were Norway’s continued relationship with 
the City on capital market financing and investment 
management; new collaboration on sustainable 
finance and fintech; and follow-up from the second 
Norway Capital Markets day in the City in mid-April.

Visit to Singapore and Indonesia
Between the 5 and 10 of May, the Lord Mayor 
visited Singapore and Indonesia. In Singapore, 
joined by Alderman Peter Estlin, the Lord Mayor met 
Government figures and regulators, including the 
Deputy Prime Minister Tharman Shanmugaratnam 
and the Monetary Authority of Singapore. 
Additionally, he engaged in several roundtable 
discussions with business leaders and gave a speech 
at the British Chamber of Commerce, which allowed 
him to reach a broad selection of Singaporean 
stakeholders. The main themes of discussion included 
fintech collaboration, the UK-Singapore Fintech 
Bridge, cybersecurity in financial services, and the 
City of London Corporation’s Asia Next Decade 
Programme. Following this, the Lord Mayor visited 
Jakarta, where he met the Minister of Finance and 
the Deputy Governor of the Central Bank. The Lord 
Mayor also opened a Green Finance Summit at the 
Indonesian Stock Exchange and met the President 
Director of the Stock Exchange. This visit gave 
the Lord Mayor an opportunity to discuss several 
key themes, including green finance, sustainable 
infrastructure finance, the strong links between 
our stock exchanges and the issuance of Komodo 
Bonds.

DIT Board of Trade Meeting
On Thursday 17 May, the Lord Mayor travelled to 
Stirling Castle for the DIT Board of Trade Meeting 
as an advisor to the Board of Trade. Some notable 
attendees at the meeting were the Secretary of 
State for International Trade and President of the 
Board of Trade, The Rt. Hon. Dr. Liam Fox MP, the 
respective Secretaries of State for Scotland and 
Wales Ireland and the Minister of State for Trade 
Policy, The Rt. Hon. Greg Hands MP. The meeting 
consisted of presentations from Diageo and UKEF, 
followed by a discussion on trade and investment 
offers in the devolved nations. The Lord Mayor 
also gave a presentation at the meeting to outline 
what services are offered to businesses by the 
City of London Corporation, its regional strategy 
and how the Board of Trade, and the Department 
for International Trade, might be able to assist in 
“projecting the city beyond the city”. The input 
was very well received, and the Lord Mayor will be 
attending the next meeting in Warwickshire in July. In 
advance of the meeting the Lord Mayor attended 
a National Trade Academy Event, the next of which 
will include a day hosted by the City of London 
Corporation.

Contact Jay Patel on 020 7397 3467
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A flying start

My year as Chief Commoner got off to a flying 
start with the Reception to celebrate the 100th 
Anniversary of the formation of the Royal Air Force, 
followed swiftly by a lunch in the Parlour to celebrate 
the honorary freedom granted to Alison Balsam OBE. 
Another moving event was the Commendation 
Ceremony at Mansion House to recognise officers 
of the police and other emergency services who 
had gone beyond the call of duty during the terrorist 
attacks of 2017. Some livery companies have been 
kind enough to recognise the position of the Chief 
Commoner as the fourth member of the Civic Team 
and the Environmental Cleaners, the Carpenters, 
the Mercers and the Pewterers have all invited me 
to their events, sometimes accompanied by Claire 
which has been even more appreciated.

New Bishop of London
The installation of Sarah Mullally as the 133rd Bishop 
of London was a truly memorable occasion which 
happened to be on the same day as a public 
lecture which I was sponsoring at Guildhall Library 
followed by a Reception in the Parlour and lunch in 
the Members’ Dining Room. 

Buckingham Palace Garden Party
There is really no such thing as a dull day in the life of 
a Chief Commoner! Claire and I were privileged also 
to attend a Garden Party at Buckingham Palace 
and while glimpses of The Queen were rather distant, 
the weather was glorious and relaxing in the gardens 
made a welcome respite.

Civic dinners
During the year the Remembrancer and I host a 
number of Civic Dinners in the Parlour to which 
I have tried to invite a selection of guests who 
might derive some mutual benefit from becoming 
acquainted, sometimes because they need money 
and sometimes because they have money! While 
the capacity of the Parlour is limited, if Members 
know people who might appreciate such soft power 
they are welcome to make suggestions to me. My 
only criteria are that they should be sociable, have 
a relevance to the City and not be regular guests at 
Mansion House or Guildhall.

Looking ahead

The point has been made to me that while this is 
entitled a ‘Members’ Briefing’ the contents are all 
firmly rooted in the past whereas Members may 
find it more useful to know whom I am seeing in the 
future. During the next month, the Pewterers have 
come up trumps once again by inviting Claire and 
I both to their Civic Dinner at Mansion House. 2020 
marks a significant anniversary for Thomas Becket 
and there is a preparatory seminar at the Museum 
of London to consider how the occasion might be 
marked in the City, so any ideas from colleagues 
would be most welcome. Finally, on 26 June I 
have been invited to a Gala Fundraising Dinner in 
Guildhall for the St. John of Jerusalem Eye Hospital 
in the presence of HRH the Duke of Gloucester 
and H.M. Queen Noor of Jordan with an auction 
conducted by Jeffrey Archer. I have bought a 
second ticket for Claire and I am sure that they 
would appreciate support from any Members who 
would like to support such a worthwhile cause.

CHIEF COMMONER

The Chief Commoner with 
Dame Felicity Lott at the 
Guildhall School of Music & 
Drama annual dinner.

Contact Tina Denis on ext. 3801

mailto:emma.cunnington@cityoflondon.gov.uk
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CHAIRMAN OF  POLICY & RESOURCES
Washington and New York, 8-11 May
The Policy Chairman visited Washington and New 
York for a series of meetings with senior policymakers 
and business representatives from 8-11 May. Michael 
Cole-Fontayn, Chairman of AFME and TheCityUK’s US 
Market Advisory Group, accompanied. Discussions 
focused on the future bilateral relationship in 
recognition that the US will be the UK’s single most 
important post-Brexit trading partner. 
The key points to emerge from the discussions were:

•	 Global attention is fixed on an unpredictable 
White House. At a working level, however, 
officials are advancing an identifiable 
‘America First’ agenda.

•	 Political goodwill towards the UK is high and 
the administration listens to business. The 
result is widespread support for the UK and US 
seeking a ‘gold standard’ post-Brexit trading 
relationship incorporating financial services.

•	 Significant challenges with sequencing 
issues remain central. The US will need much 
greater clarity on future UK-EU relations 
before investing energy in UK-US talks.

•	 Lack of available bandwidth across a 
stretched administration exacerbates these 
difficulties.

•	 In this climate, there is an opportunity to 
better define a future UK-US relationship in 
financial services sitting within the broader 
commercial ecosystem.

•	 We found support for the City of London 
Corporation, in close association with 
TheCityUK and wider partners, to convene a 
group of trade associations from across the 
sector to shape priorities and to contribute to 
ongoing discussions.

•	 The importance of actively deepening the 
UK—US relationship was stressed. We were 
advised to increase engagement and 
visibility in Washington.

Meeting with Parliamentary Under Secretary of State 
for Northern Ireland, Shailesh Vara
On 14 May, the Policy Chairman met Shailesh 
Vara MP, Parliamentary Under Secretary of State 
for Northern Ireland, and discussed the City 
Corporation’s regional strategy and links with 
Northern Ireland. The Policy Chairman highlighted 
the City Corporation’s work with Belfast and 
Londonderry in particular. The Minister urged the City 
Corporation to continue its engagement with the 
civil service and with businesses in Northern Ireland.

Fibre to the Premises launch
On 15 May, the Policy Chairman switched on the first 
building in the City of London to receive Openreach 
Fibre - premises at 21 Whitefriars Street - offering 
speeds up to 1 gigabit per second. This is a big boost 
for City businesses and SMEs in particular.

Parliamentary Terrace Reception
0n 16 May, the City Corporation held its annual 
reception at the House of Commons Terrace 
pavilion, kindly hosted by Mark Field, MP for Cities 
of London and Westminster. The Policy Chairman 
and the Lord Mayor both spoke at the event, which 
was attended by MPs and peers from all parties as 
well as representatives of City businesses. The Policy 
Chairman emphasised the importance of the UK 
being open to global talent, during and after Brexit.

Looking ahead
In the next month, the Policy Chairman will be visiting 
China from 12-15 June, marking the 10th anniversary 
of the City Corporation’s office in Beijing and 
speaking at a conference in Shanghai. The Policy 
Chairman will host the City of London Regulatory 
Affairs reception on 5 June and the London Councils 
reception for new councillors on 19 June. On 19 
June, the Policy Chairman will be a speaker at 
the Centre for Policy Studies Margaret Thatcher 
Conference on China and Britain, along with Liam 
Fox MP, Mark Field MP and Brandon Lewis MP.

Contact Emma Cunnington on ext. 1413

Any Member wishing to know our position on any 
subject can contact the Director of Communications 
Bob Roberts or the Head of Corporate Affairs 
Eugenie de Naurois.

mailto:emma.cunnington@cityoflondon.gov.uk
mailto:Bob.Roberts%40cityoflondon.gov.uk?subject=
mailto:Eugenie.Denaurois%40cityoflondon.gov.uk?subject=


UK-EU Relations
Policy Chairman Catherine McGuinness appeared 
before the Lords EU Committee to answer questions 
on post-Brexit UK-EU relations. She was joined on 
the panel by CBI Director-General Carolyn Fairbairn 
and TUC General Secretary Frances O’Grady. 
In her opening statement, McGuinness set out 
the “pragmatic” approach taken by the City 
Corporation in the wake of the EU referendum, 
which focused primarily on the promotion of the 
“three Ts”— transition, trade and talent. UK Single 
Market membership, she said, would offer “what the 
[financial services] sector wants,” but the mutual 
market access proposals currently supported by the 
City Corporation and designed by the International 
Regulatory Strategy Group (IRSG) operated within 
the Government’s so-called “red-lines”. Asked 
by Crossbencher Lord Jay of Ewelme whether 
the Prime Minister’s Mansion House speech had 
been “coherent and convincing,” the witnesses 
agreed that it represented a “step forward” in the 
Government’s negotiating position. However, this 
was caveated by the need, McGuinness said, for 
greater “detail and clarity.” She outlined three areas 
that still needed to be addressed by Ministers—
confirmation that the UK would seek a free trade 
agreement with the EU that included services as 
well as goods; what mechanisms would be adopted 
to facilitate this; and the UK’s vision for a future UK 
immigration system. 

China All Party Parliamentary Group
The Lord Mayor spoke at an event in the House of 
Lords on ‘the future of the UK-China financial and 
professional services partnership’. The meeting was 
co-chaired by Richard Graham MP (Con), the Prime 
Minister’s Trade Envoy for Indonesia, ASEAN, the 
Philippines and Malaysia, and Lord Clement-Jones 
(Lib Dem). The Lord Mayor was joined on the panel 
by City Special Adviser Sherry Madera, Martina 
Garcia from the London Stock Exchange and Sir 
Sherard Cowper-Coles representing HSBC. Reporting 
back on his March visit to China and Hong Kong, 
the Lord Mayor told members of the APPG of the 
objectives and outcomes of the trip—to provide 
reassurance and spread a message of confidence 
about London remaining a global hub for financial 
and professional services after Brexit, to advance 
ties in relation to the Belt and Road Initiative, FinTech 
and Green Finance, to support the City’s ‘Asia Next 
Decade’ campaign, to promote London’s “creative 
energy”, and to explore two-way investment 
opportunities. It had been a “high-impact” visit, 
he said, and the delegation had been met with 
a “willingness, openness and desire to talk about 
reform.” Going forward, the Lord Mayor emphasised 
how “critical” it was for the UK to be “awake to the 
deep reforms” to China’s financial services sector.

Financial Services
In a Westminster Hall debate on the impact of 
financial services on the UK economy, for which 
the City Corporation provided the briefing, former 
MEP Vicky Ford (Con) noted the importance of the 
subject to “millions of people” across the country. 
Emphasising how crucial the sector was to UK 
trade, Ford argued that “no deal” in the Brexit 
negotiations would be bad for both the UK and 
Europe. She highlighted the IRSG’s report on ‘A 
New Basis for Access to EU/UK Financial Services 
Post-Brexit’, which concluded that a deal should be 
sought based on mutual recognition and regulatory 
cooperation. Shadow City Minister Jonathan 
Reynolds described the proposals as “the only model 
in town.” The speakers were all in agreement that 
‘equivalence’ did not represent a viable option for 
future UK-EU access for financial services post-Brexit. 
Responding, City Minister John Glen ran through the 
Government’s “current thinking” on the regulation of 
financial services post-Brexit, and sought to reassure 
members that the Treasury was “listening to the 
views of industry,” including the IRSG. The Minister 
expressed the Government’s desire in the long-run to 
prioritise financial stability during the Brexit process, 
and argue the case for “a deal that preserves 
the mutual benefits of the sector,” avoiding 
fragmentation of the European market. 

Skills for Theatre
The Lords debated the Communications 
Committee’s report on ‘Skills for Theatre’. Former 
Committee Chairman Lord Best (Crossbench) 
observed that the UK’s “world-beating” theatre 
industry was “a huge cultural and economic 
success” but said that witnesses questioned by the 
Committee had expressed “serious worries” about 
the “leaking pipeline of talent.” Lord Griffiths of Burry 
Port (Lab) quoted a City Corporation briefing in his 
contribution, making two points. The first expressed 
the concern of the Barbican and Guildhall School 
that the Government’s focus on the EBacc and its 
narrowly defined set of academic subjects would 
lead “to the marginalisation of music and arts, 
including drama, in schools.” His second was that 
Brexit posed “considerable potential challenges” to 
the continued recruitment of talented EU nationals 
to the creative sector.  

Parliamentary Terrace Reception
The annual Parliamentary Terrace Reception, 
hosted by Mark Field MP, took place on 16 May. 
The event was attended by City figures, MPs and 
Peers, including members of both Government and 
Opposition frontbenches. The event provides a 
worthwhile opportunity for the City Corporation to 
engage with Parliamentarians on a cross party basis 
and across both Houses, with short speeches from 
both the Lord Mayor and the Policy Chairman. 

Contact James Edwards on ext. 1202
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Members and GDPR
Members are reminded that as of 18 May, City of London Officers will only send emails to Members on a City 
of London email address.  If any Members need assistance accessing their City of London email they should 
contact the IT VIP Support Team on email (IS-VIPSupport@cityoflondon.gov.uk ) or on 020 7332 3330.

Contact Ellen Murphy on ext. 3992

May Committee Meeting
On 2 May, the City Bridge Trust committee awarded 
20 grants totalling over £1.7m. These included:

•	 £123,000 to Baobab Centre for Young 
Survivors in Exile towards their specialist 
therapeutic mental health interventions 
for young asylum seekers and refugees in 
London.

•	 £100,000 to Polka Children’s Theatre towards 
disabled access works, part of a £6.5m 
refurbishment project.

•	 £126,460 to Age UK Redbridge, Barking & 
Havering towards their Care Navigation 
service in the boroughs of Redbridge and 
Barking & Dagenham.

A full list of grants awarded at this meeting can be 
found on City Bridge Trust website.

Stepping Stones Fund
First stage applications have been received for 
the Trust’s Stepping Stones Fund. The Fund is run in 
partnership with UBS and provides funding to help 
organisations to develop their business model, 
increase their capacity or undertake additional 
research, with the aim of making them ready to take 
on social investment. To date over £2.8m has been 
awarded to 65 organisations across London. Grants 
on the latest round are expected to be announced 
later this year. 

Bridging Divides
In April, the Trust launched its new funding 
programme, Bridging Divides, which has three 
priorities: Connecting the Capital, Positive Transitions, 
and Advice and Support. A Member’s Briefing lunch 
on the programme will be held on 16 October in the 
Guildhall Club Private Dining Room.

City Bridge Trust Contact Martin Hall on ext. 3705

Economic Development
Green Finance Summit 2018
On 17 July, the City of London’s Green Finance 
Initiative will host the second Green Finance Summit 
“Mainstreaming Green Finance”. Confirmed 
speakers include: John Glen MP, Economic Secretary 
to the Treasury; Sean Kidney, CEO, Climate Bonds 
Initiative; Lord Stern, London School of Economics; 
Nick Bridge, Special Representative for Climate 
Change, Foreign Office; and Rt Hon Claire Perry 
MP, Minister of State for Energy and Clean Growth. 
Members are invited to register to attend the event. 

The Lord Mayor’s Dragon Awards
The shortlist for the general categories of the Lord 
Mayor’s Dragon Awards 2018 was announced on 
23 May. Nominations remain open for the special 
category; The Lord Mayor’s Award – Business of Trust 
Champion. This Award celebrates businesses which 
are championing responsible business practices to 
create a legacy of better business trusted by society. 
Applications are open to any UK private sector 
business, and can be made online until 30 July. 

Green Belt and Road Investor Alliance
The Green Belt and Road Investor Alliance had their 
third meeting this month, and is working toward 
producing deliverables for the UK-China 10th 
Economic and Financial Dialogue later this year. The 
Alliance is part of the wider Green Finance Initiative, 
and the group of international investors committed 
to supporting the financing of sustainable projects 
along the Belt and Road Initiative is focusing on three 
workstreams: Green Belt and Road standards, capital 
efficiency, and capacity building. In the last month 
we have welcomed China-based co-chairs to the 
group to ensure activity is relevant and impactful. 
The next milestone for the Alliance will be hosting a 
session at the Green Finance Summit in London in 
July 2018.  

Contact Sabina Johal on ext. 3614 

Armed Forces Flag day Contact Rebecca Britton on ext. 3681

Members are invited to show support for our Armed Forces at the annual flag raising ceremony. A military 
band will play in the Yard on 25 June at 3.15pm and the flag will be raised at 3.30pm. This will be followed by 
short speeches by the Lord Mayor and a senior member of the Armed Forces. Following the ceremony light 
refreshments will be served in the Old Library. To attend please email rem.events@cityoflondon.gov.uk

New City of London Corporation Book Contact Edward Gilbert on ext. 3726

The Town Clerk’s Department has updated a short book originally written in 1974, which captures the 
functions and activity of the City Corporation. The book is entitled Statement as to the Origin, Constitution 
and Functions of the City of London Corporation: Fifty Years of Progress. It was originally written when former 
Member, Sheriff and Chief Commoner Anthony Eskenzi CBE was Chairman of the (then) General Purposes 
Committee. Upon his retirement in 2012, the Town Clerk agreed the book be brought up to speed to capture 
the breadth of services that the City Corporation provides. Copies are available for Members on request. 

mailto:IS-VIPSupport@cityoflondon.gov.uk
mailto:Ellen.Murphy@cityoflondon.gov.uk
http://www.baobabsurvivors.org/
http://www.baobabsurvivors.org/
http://www.polkatheatre.com/
https://polkatheatre.com/futurepolka/
http://www.ageuk.org.uk/redbridgebarkinghavering
http://www.ageuk.org.uk/redbridgebarkinghavering
https://www.ageuk.org.uk/redbridgebarkinghavering/our-services/care-navigation/
https://www.citybridgetrust.org.uk/grants-awarded-may-2018/
https://www.citybridgetrust.org.uk/what-we-do/social-investment/stepping-stones-fund/
https://www.citybridgetrust.org.uk/what-we-do/grant-making/
mailto:Martin.Hall@cityoflondon.gov.uk
http://greenfinanceinitiative.org/green-finance-summit-2018-mainstreaming-green-finance/
mailto:sabina.johal%40cityoflondon.gov.uk?subject=
mailto:rebecca.britton@cityoflondon.gov.uk?subject=Armed%20Forces%20Flag%20Day%202018
mailto:rem.events@cityoflondon.gov.uk
mailto:Edward.Gilbert@cityoflondon.gov.uk


Over the last two years the Open Spaces Learning Programme has engaged with 82,849 children, young 
people and adults, exceeding the 2016-18 participation target by 19%. The school participation figures have 
been particularly strong, with over 950 school classes participating in the programme. Analysis shows that 
over 20,000 primary school students from state schools visited us in our first two years, and that 43% of these 
students are eligible for pupil premium, compared to an average of 28.2% across London. Pupil premium is 
allocated to children who have been in receipt of free school meals, looked after or adopted from care, 
and is an indicator of poverty and disadvantage. The attainment gap between disadvantaged pupils and 
their peers has been an ongoing area of concern in education, and our programmes are reaching the 
children who can benefit the most. The school programme is just one of the ways we enrich lives and support 
young people to reach their full potential and is an excellent mechanism for reaching children whose 
parents do not take them to visit green spaces or engage in out-of-school learning activities. 

Open Spaces Contact Roush Islam on ext. 3571 
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Lord Mayor’s ‘City No. 3 Breakfast’
On 22 May, Year 12 students from the City’s Family 
of Schools attended a breakfast hosted by the Lord 
Mayor at Mansion House. They had the opportunity 
to discuss key issues impacting the City as part of 
the Mayor’s agenda to inspire and support young 
people. One of the students from the City of London 
Academy Islington who attended said: “It was an 
honour to be there, these kinds of experiences are 
important for providing young people with the skills 
they need to become future leaders”.

City of London School 
Four Sixth Formers recently spent a morning at 
Buckingham Palace collecting their Duke of 
Edinburgh Gold Awards from the Duke of York. In 
order to achieve their award, they completed 12 
months of volunteering, twelve months of physical 
skills, a four-day expedition and a five-day residential 
trek. Just starting out on their Duke of Edinburgh 
award, 60 boys from the Third Form donned heavy 
rucksacks, boots and waterproofs, and embarked 
on their first outdoor expedition as part of their 
Bronze Award. The two-day hike with a night under 
canvas took place in the New Forest. This was the 
first expedition of the two required to gain the bronze 
award, and the boys were tested on their physical 
endurance and map-reading skills.   

Contact Georgina Berry on 0203 680 6414

City of London Academy Highbury Grove 
On 16 March City of London Academy Highbury 
Grove Year 9 Drama group performed their devised 
piece “The Blue Scarf” at The Barbican Pit as part of 
Barbican Box 2018. This is an exciting project which 
allows students to get to grips with the devising 
process to create a piece of theatre. Impacting on 
both their social and theatrical skills. Students said: It 
was a joy watching the students develop a piece of 
theatre that was enjoyed by theatre practitioners, 
family and friends. A group of Year 9 and 10 students 
recently participated in the CruX expedition 
programme designed to help under achieving 
boys. The aim is to inspire and install the values 
of taking responsibility, setting life targets, staying 
focused, determined and motivated. Working with a 
Mountain Leader in teams of four students went on 
a two-day expedition going over Tryfan mountain, 
descending to a wild camp at the base of Mount 
Snowdon before ascending the peak and on to 
their finish point.  The groups quickly formed positive 
bonds with their leader allowing them to reflect on 
a how they meet challenges in their normal life. “It 
has made me more confident and made me realise 
I can do anything if I put my mind up to it”, Michael, 
Year 10. “I managed to climb the mountain and I 
overcame my fear”, Liam, Year 9.

Contact Jackie Barry on 020 7288 8946

City of London Academies and Schools

Digital Harassment
May saw Davide Buccheri sentenced to 16 weeks 
in prison after being found guilty of harassment. 
Buccheri, who worked for M&G, posted digitally 
manipulated images of a female colleague to 
various pornography websites and then alerted the 
company whistle-blower service after she rejected 
his advances. The lurid nature of the allegations led 
to extensive national, local and trade coverage.

Force podcast
City of London Police has launched what it says is 
the first dedicated police force podcast featuring 
interviews with officers on subjects as diverse as 
minority relations and forensics. The initiative seeks to 
share some of the stories of serving officers and give 
listeners an “intimate and honest glimpse at the real 
City of London Police — our values, our identity and 
our people”. 

Modern Slavery
City Police joined the National Crime Agency week 
of action to combat modern slavery, visiting building 
sites across the Square Mile to talk to construction 
workers about the issue, with advice and tips on how 
to spot modern slavery and who to report suspicions 
to. 

Witness appeal
At the end of May an appeal for witnesses was 
launched, following an assault on Tower Bridge at 
the end of April.  The man, who police are keen 
to identify, head-butted a passer-by after he was 
caught by the passer-by’s umbrella.  

City of London Police Contact Teresa La Thangue on  020 7601 2290

mailto:Roush.Islam%40cityoflondon.gov.uk?subject=
mailto:Georgina.berry@cityoflondonschool.org.uk
mailto:jbarry@highburygrove.cola.org.uk
mailto:teresa.la-thangue%40cityoflondon.police.uk?subject=


Contact Neil Davies on ext. 3327   City of London Academies and Schools
City of London Academy Islington (COLAI)
COLAI was delighted to achieve accreditation for 
transforming practice in professional learning from 
the Schools, Students and Teachers network (SSAT) 
under their Framework for Exceptional Education. 
The Framework for Exceptional Education is a 
self-review and planning tool incorporating SSAT’s 30 
years of experience in school improvement. 
Co-developed with a group of high-performing 
schools and reviewed by leading academics, the 
framework supports schools in quality-assuring their 
work and sharing effective practice. To achieve 
accreditation for transformational practice, City of 
London Academy Islington underwent a rigorous 
process, including a visit by an independent 
moderator from SSAT, Alex Galvin. Alex recognised 
that “outcomes for students are exceptionally high at 
COLAI, which clearly evidences the effectiveness of 
professional learning around teaching and learning 
and a culture where collaboration and professional 
dialogue is at the heart of school improvement.” 
SSAT’s Chief Executive, Sue Williamson commented 
that “for a school to be accredited for transforming 
practice is a real credit to their team and the quality 
of the work that they are doing.” From March to 
May 2018, City of London Academy Islington was 
fortunate to be one of eight London schools working 
with Barbican Creative Learning on the Barbican 
Box Project. In March, Year 9 students received a 
mystery box designed by the well-known composer 
Max Richter, containing objects to inspire them in 
creating their own 10-minute performance. Working 
with music educator Paul Griffiths, and with their 
music teacher, students composed the words and 
music for a moving performance on the theme 
of identity. In the first part, ‘Memories’, students 
paid tribute to their parents and early childhood. 
The second part, ‘Alone’, explored emotional 
experiences from adolescence. On the day of the 

final concert, the schools came together at the 
Barbican Centre for a day of rehearsals, sound-
checks, and performances with a world-class team 
of sound and lighting technicians. The performance 
took place in front of animations specially designed 
by London College of Communications students. 
Two students, Freddie Fitzgerald and AB Jalloh, 
took part in an interview after the performance, 
explaining what the experience meant to them: “In 
‘Alone’, we talk about overcoming anxiety. Coming 
here was a massive, massive step, so what we tried 
to do is push ourselves.” Ms Dornan, Head of Music, 
said: “I could not believe the transformation during 
the project. It was a challenge for some students 
to get onto the stage, but I believe they will always 
remember it, and feel more confident facing these 
challenges in future.”

Contact at Sonia Jacob
City of London Freemen’s School
The new swimming pool at City of London Freemen’s 
School in Ashtead has been awarded three RIBA 
awards for the South East Region. The new pool 
that was built by Hawkins / Brown won RIBA South 
East Award 2018, RIBA South East Client of the Year 
Award and RIBA South East Sustainability Award 
2018. “We are delighted with these awards,” 
said Headmaster Roland Martin. “The School is 
overwhelmed by the beauty and quality of the 
new swimming pool – it is a fantastic new asset for 
our School and local community.” The 25-metre 
pool was opened by the Lord Mayor of London 
in December 2017, after the previous pool was 
destroyed in a fire in 2014. The RIBA awards and 
prizes are regarded internationally as a mark of 
excellence, recognising the best architecture, 
architects, research and students.

Contact Jason Harrison-Miles on 01372 822444
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Community and Children’s Services
Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND) 
Between 12-16 March 2018, Ofsted and the Care 
Quality Commission conducted a joint inspection of 
the City of London to judge the effectiveness of the 
area in implementing the SEND reforms, as set out in 
the Children and Families Act 2014. The Department 
for Community and Children’s Services has now 
received an inspection letter outlining key findings. 
The letter highlights many of our strengths such as 
effective governance. In the coming months, we will 
be focusing on areas highlighted for development, 
including widening our local and short break offers. 

Tackling social isolation in the City 
Community Active, a new guide for the public 
outlines all the great activities, social events and 
community groups based in and around the City of 
London. Please share with residents in your networks.

‘Inside Abbey Road Studios’ 
Barbican Music Library is currently hosting this free 
exhibition. Running until 27 June, the exhibition 
showcases Jill Furmanovksy’s iconic photographs 
alongside historic musical artefacts and rare archive 
images selected from the Studios’ 86 year life span.

Gresham College
The British Economy: Can We Build a Successful Future? 7 June 2018, 6pm, Barnard’s Inn Hall 
The challenges faced by the UK are very large and they have not been convincingly tackled for a 
generation or more. We may have suffered from short-termism and an inability to develop a balanced 
economy. In this lecture, Professor Jagjit Chadha, Gresham Professor of Business, will consider whether 
we can plot a more successful future than our recent history might suggest and what that implies for our 
economic and political institutions. No reservations are required for this lecture. It will be run on a ‘first come, 
first served’ basis. Doors will open 30 minutes before the start of the lecture. 

Contact Pernille Norregaard on 020 7831 0575

Contact Rachel Morrison
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Tuning into Change: A Youth Manifesto for the Arts
The Los Angeles Philharmonic returned to the 
Barbican for a residency at the start of May, led 
by world-renowned conductor Gustavo Dudamel. 
As part of the residency, Dudamel led an open 
rehearsal in the Barbican Hall featuring members of 
the National Youth Orchestra of Great Britain and 
members of the Youth Orchestra of LA. The concert 
celebrated the release of Tuning into Change: A 
Youth Manifesto for the Arts, the culmination of the 
Tuning into Change project, which brought together 
a group of young creatives aged 14 to 25 over a 
period of six months to determine what the arts can 
offer young people and the role that young artists 
can play to create lasting change in the world. The 
launch received coverage in the Financial Times, 
Daily Telegraph and Sunday Express, as well as an 
interview with Lily Morales, a young participant of the 
project, on BBC Radio 3 In Tune. 

Young Visuals Arts Group respond to Another Kind of 
Life gallery exhibition
On 19 and 20 May, this year’s Barbican Young 
Visual Arts Group cohort created a two day pop-
up show of their work in the Level G public spaces 
of the Barbican Centre entitled Common Ground. 
Taking the themes of the current Barbican Art Gallery 
exhibition Another Kind of Life: Photography on 
the Margins as a starting point, the group explored 
what ‘community’ means to them, including themes 
such as gentrification and the loss of spaces for 
communities on the edges of society. The show 
was part of the Barbican’s Young Visual Arts Group 
programme which gives people aged 16 to 25 the 
opportunity to develop their passion for visual arts 
with expertise from Barbican staff and artists.
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Barbican Centre Contact John Kelly on ext. 2389

Guildhall School of Music & Drama 
World Premiere of Na’ama Zisser’s Mamzer Bastard
The Royal Opera presents the world premiere of 
Mamzer Bastard by Guildhall School Doctoral 
Composer-in-Residence, Na’ama Zisser, a 
co-commission with the Guildhall School in 
association with Hackney Empire. Opening on 14 
June for three performances, it is set within the 
Orthodox Jewish community during the 13 July 1977 
New York blackout and is one of the very first operas 
to feature cantorial music & singing. 

Pianist Joon Yoon wins Guildhall School’s Gold Medal
Pianist Joon Yoon is the winner of this year’s Gold 
Medal, the School’s most prestigious prize for 
outstanding soloists. The prize is awarded to singers 
and instrumentalists in alternate years and this year 
was the turn of the instrumentalists. Yoon’s winning 
performance was Brahms’ Piano Concerto No. 1, 
accompanied by the Guildhall Symphony Orchestra, 
conducted by James Judd at Barbican hall. 

Freedom of the City for Alison Balsom 
On 26 April Guildhall School alumna and award-
winning trumpeter Alison Balsom received the 
Freedom of the City of London, proposed by the 
Chairman of Guildhall School, Deputy John Bennett. 

Recent Successes 
It has been a successful month of awards with 
Guildhall School singer William Thomas winning First 
Prize and pianist Michael Pandya winning the Help 
Musicians UK Accompanist’s Prize at the prestigious 
Kathleen Ferrier Awards. At the Jazz FM Awards 
alumna Zara McFarlane was named Jazz Vocalist of 
the Year and alumnus Shabaka Hutchings won the 
award for Jazz Innovation of the Year. This is Rattle, 
the series marking Sir Simon’s Rattle’s arrival as Music 
Director of the LSO, won the Royal Philharmonic 
Society Music Award

Contact Rebecca Driver, 020 7247 1894
Contact Jo Hutchinson, 020 7382 6130

London Metropolitan Archives (LMA)
New Exhibition
Picturing Forgotten London is LMA’s exciting new 
exhibition and runs until Wednesday 31 October. 
London is a restless city, ever changing and evolving, 
yet traces of our forgotten past peep through on 
almost every street, whether intentionally preserved 
or incidentally left behind. The exhibition uncovers 
London’s lost buildings, places that were once the 
toast of the capital or an important part of everyday 
life. Drawings, engravings, photographs, maps and 
films sit alongside contemporary recollections and 
bring together a surprising record of the capital, from 
the 1500s to the 20th century. Visit LMA’s Eventbrite 
page for events connected to the exhibition.

The Autism Project
LMA is currently partnering with charity CareTrade in 
connection with The Autism Project which immerses 
young Londoners with Autism Spectrum Conditions 
in mainstream work. LMA is providing a placement 
for a student aged 18-25 years for two terms working 
three days a week. The student is supported by a job 
coach who has delivered a well-received training 
session to LMA staff. It is hoped to roll this out further 
to raise awareness of autism across the service.

LGBTQ+ History
LMA is starting a new Heritage Lottery Fund project 
on LGBTQ+ history. We are pleased to be working in 
partnership with the London Borough of Haringey’s 
archive service at Bruce Castle together with local 
people and communities to discover, explore and 
promote their histories and then link these to a pan-
London perspective through the LMA collections. 

Contact Geoff Pick on ext. 3833
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For all enquiries contact MembersBriefing@cityoflondon.gov.uk 
or telephone the Communications Office on 020 7332 3467

• The Lord Mayor was quoted by The Sunday 
Telegraph on research published by the City 
Corporation on London’s status as a leading 
centre for infrastructure finance. [viewable  
internally only].

• The Lord Mayor was interviewed by the Evening 
Standard calling on the Government to provide 
clarity on the fate of the thousands of overseas 
workers in the Square Mile. Further coverage in 
Yahoo! and Finance News.

• The Lord Mayor wrote in City A.M about the 
National Trade Academy and its importance to 
future trade.

• The Lord Mayor’s visit to Peru was referenced in 
Peru Reports, with a particular focus on Peru’s 
desire to use Green Finance to fund eco-friendly 
projects. The Lord Mayor is quoted. Further 
coverage appeared in Andina, London Post, and 
Invest More.

• The Lord Mayor wrote in Business Times about the 
potential areas London and Singapore can work 
together, including fintech and cyber-security. 
[viewable internally only]

• An interview with the Policy Chairman was 
featured in 21st Century Business Journal [Chinese-
viewable internally only], where she talked about 
recent reforms in China’s financial sector. Further 
coverage in P5w (in Chinese)

• The Policy Chairman was quoted in City A.M on 
the need to agree a mutually beneficial deal with 
the EU for financial services. 

• The Policy Chairman was quoted in the Daily 
Express on why equivalence will not work for the 
City of London’s financial services industry.

• The Policy Chairman wrote in City A.M about City 
Bridge Trust’s new funding scheme to reduce 
inequality across London. – ‘Bridging Divides’.

• Director of City Bridge Trust wrote in Charity Times 
about the Trust’s new programme, Bridging 
Divides.

• The Chairman of City Bridge Trust was interviewed 
by BBC Radio London after the City of London 
Corporation’s charitable arm awarded Down’s 
Syndrome Association £117,000 to fund tennis, 
football and athletics sessions for people with 
Down’s syndrome across the capital. Further 
coverage appears in Charity Today. 

• Mental Health Today ran a piece by the 
Chairman of the City Bridge Trust Committee, 
about supporting wellbeing in the workplace.

• City A.M reported on the launch of the green 
ribbon campaign by the Lord Mayor’s Appeal, 
as part of the This is Me initiative, to coincide 
with Mental Health Awareness Week. A number 
of major buildings across the capital, including 
The Mansion House and Bank of England, were 
lit green to raise awareness of the cause. Further 
coverage in The Times (print and online), FE News. 
Financial News, Metro, Elite Business, Daily Mail, 
Economiathe, Business Desk, BQ Live, Business 
Advice, Square Mile Magazine, City Matters and 
in Manchester Evening News and City Matters. 

• City A.M reported that the UK’s first Fibre-To-The-
Premises connection was made in the City. The 
Policy Chairman was quoted. Also in Finextra, 
Telecompaper, Land Mobile and City Matters

• Chris Hayward, Chairman of the Planning and 
Transportation Committee, was interviewed on 
LBC Radio about Bank junction. Provisional figures 
in a report published by the City Corporation 
revealed casualties reduced by 52% as a result 
of the experimental safety scheme. Further 
coverage in Evening Standard, BBC London 
News, City A.M., Air Quality News, Cycling Weekly, 
road.cc and IanVisits.

• Financial News reported that members of the City 
Corporation’s planning committee will meet next 
week to decide on a public consultation about 
improvements in the Eastern City Cluster.

• City A.M. reported that the City Corporation is 
extending its decision-making process on whether 
to make the Bank experimental safety scheme 
permanent in order to make a decision using 
more verified casualty figures.

• Evening Standard reported on ‘Women: Work 
and Power’, the City Corporation’s six-month 
programme of events to celebrate women 
throughout the ages and their contributions 
to science, education, politics, and the arts. 
Also covered in Stylist. Chairman of the Culture, 
Heritage and Libraries committee is quoted. 

• BBC Sport, the Daily Express, Guardian, London 
Live, Ham & High, Athletics Weekly, and Irish 
Times. covered the Highgate Harrier’s Night of the 
10,000m PBs, a long distance track running event 
that took place at Hampstead Heath. 

• The City Corporation was mentioned on Vanessa 
Feltz Show for BBC Radio London with regard to 
dealing with illegal street traders on the City’s 
bridges. Further coverage in Get West London.

In the News Contact Ian Schofield on ext. 1835

London Drug and Alcohol Policy Forum
On 1 June the London Drug and Alcohol Policy Forum (LDAPF) will be hosting a study group of 20 staff 
from the USA Senate and Congress. The group are interested in UK responses to harm reduction around 
drugs and tobacco use. The USA is currently experiencing an opiate epidemic with over 100 deaths per 
day which is driving interest in the development of new approaches and strategies. While the UK has seen 
recent increases in drug related deaths there had previously been significant and sustained reductions 
which illustrated the benefits of harm reduction approaches. On 26 June the LDAPF will be working with the 
GLA and Public Health England to deliver an event looking at the current nature of alcohol related harm, 
emerging issues and some of the responses being developed to tackle these. The audience will be drawn 
from across London and the day aims to improve the sharing of effective practice.

Contact David MacKintosh on ext. 3084
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