
In this issue

pg 1    Lord Mayor

pg 2    Chief Commoner

pg 3    Policy Chairman
 
pg 6    Open Spaces

pg 10  In the News
 

MEMBERS’ 
BRIEFING

October 2018

Produced by the Communications Office

mailto:lorraine.mclennan%40cityoflondon.gov.uk?subject=


LORD MAYOR
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Visit to Turkey
Between 26 and 27 September the Lord Mayor 
visited Istanbul accompanied by a small business 
delegation. The key aims were to; provide the 
City’s perspective on Brexit; generate and promote 
greater bilateral trade; support innovation in financial 
and professional services; and strengthen business 
relationships. The programme began with a dinner 
hosted by the British Chamber of Commerce in 
Turkey, where the Lord Mayor was able to meet and 
hear views from a wide range of British businesses 
based there. This was followed by engagements 
with the Turkish fintech sector, a keynote speech 
at Deloitte, and meetings with significant inward 
investors, TUSIAD, Ali Koç and Interbank Card Centre. 
The Lord Mayor was warmly received throughout the 
visit, though there were comments that the UK could 
utilise more of the opportunities present in the Turkish 
market. The visit was successful and impactful. There 
was a clear desire for a continued strong relationship 
with the UK and the Lord Mayor was able to offer 
a sense of reassurance concerning Brexit and the 
ongoing strength of London as the pre-eminent 
global hub for financial services and innovation.

Visit to Switzerland
Between 2 and 3 October the Lord Mayor visited 
Switzerland where he took part in a business focused 
programme. The visit began in Geneva where the 
Lord Mayor met representatives of the Association 
of Swiss Private Banks and the Swiss Trading and 
Shipping Association. In Zurich the Lord Mayor met 
representatives of the Swiss Bankers Association and 
several major Swiss-based companies, including UBS, 
Julius Baer, Credit Suisse, Swiss Re and SIX Group. 
Among the issues discussed were precautionary 
planning for a hard Brexit, reassurance over the City’s 
continued strength in financial and professional 
services post-Brexit, technology and innovation, and 
future trade arrangements. The Lord Mayor also 
visited Trust Square, a blockchain and technology 
business hub, where he was able to discuss their 
progress in building links with academic and business 
groups, and the potential of being introduced to 
the UK’s leading trade associations for the sector, 
Innovate Finance and Level 39. This short and 
intensive visit was a valuable opportunity to develop 
and strengthen links with an important partner in all 
areas of trade and investment, and it was agreed 
that bilateral links were essential between what will 
be Europe’s two largest non-EU financial centres.

Visit to India
The Lord Mayor visited India between 7 and 14 
October, accompanied by the Lord Mayor Elect and 
a delegation of 11 fintech companies from the UK. 
In Mumbai, the Lord Mayor had a busy programme 
of business and regulatory meetings, including 
government meetings, and visits to innovation 
hubs. Additionally, the Lord Mayor engaged with 
the State Bank of India, Bombay Stock Exchange 
and the Deputy Governor of the Reserve Bank 
of India. The Lord Mayor launched the India–UK 
InsurTech Landscape Report in Mumbai, part of a 
series of three FinTech research reports produced 
by PwC India for the City Corporation looking at 
governance, risk and compliance over payments, 
Regtech and InsurTech. The Lord Mayor then spent a 
day in Bengaluru visiting innovation hubs and groups 
supporting early stage entrepreneurs and start-ups. 
The Lord Mayor’s visit concluded in Delhi, where he 
held roundtables and ministerial meetings, including 
with the Minister of Finance and the Commerce 
Minister. The visit underlined the enormous capacity 
for innovation and the scope for deepening UK-India 
trade links, especially in areas such as fintech.

International Trade Dinner
On 17 October, the Lord Mayor hosted the 
Secretary of State for International Trade and the 
Director General of the World Trade Organisation 
at Mansion House. In attendance were a wide 
range of business and political figures, including 
several Secretaries of State, Ministers of State, HM 
Trade Commissioners, Prime Minister’s Trade Envoys, 
and representatives from companies that are 
currently trading internationally.The Secretary of 
State for International Trade’s spoke of the benefits 
of international trade, broken down into human, 
security and economic dividends. The Lord Mayor 
spoke about the historical legacy of promoting free 
trade in the City, and how this continues through 
international visits, participation in the board of trade 
and fintech steering board, and engagements with 
the financial and professional services industry in 
London. The dinner cemented the already strong ties 
between the City Corporation and the Department 
for International Trade.

Visit to Lake Havasu City
Between 19 and 22 October the Lord Mayor visited 
Lake Havasu City. This year marks the 50th anniversary 
of the purchase of London Bridge from the City 
Corporation by Robert McCulloch. London Bridge 
was shipped to Arizona, where it still remains in 
Lake Havasu City. The Lord Mayor was hosted by 
the Mayor of Lake Havasu Mark Nexsen, as well as 
Michael McCulloch, grandson of Robert McCulloch. 
As part of the visit, the Lord Mayor met the Governor 
of Arizona Doug Ducey, and took part in a sheep 
drive across London Bridge. To mark the occasion 
the Governor of Arizona officially proclaimed 20 
October to be ‘The Right Honourable Lord Mayor 
Charles Bowman Day’ in the State of Arizona. 
    Contact Nick Thomassen on 020 7397 9376
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The London Childrens’ Flower Society
One of the privileges of being Chief Commoner is 
the people you meet during the year from all walks 
of life and all ages. One of the more moving events 
of the past month was the prize giving of The London 
Childrens’ Flower Society in The Livery Hall. Almost 
30 primary schools from all over London were 
represented by teachers and pupils for the trophies 
presented by HRH The Countess of Wessex. Those 
with severe health issues were moved particularly by 
the occasion. It was great to see what the natural 
world can do for kids in deprived areas of London.

Freedom Ceremony
A totally different occasion was the ceremony to 
admit Stephen Sondheim to the Freedom of the 
City when the Chief Commoner had the good 
fortune of meeting the award winning actresses 
Imelda Staunton CBE and Maria Friedman. But 
then someone has to suffer the burdens of 
office! Stephen’s leading ladies asked if they could 
be admitted to the Freedom next year and I have 
suggested to the Woolmen that they could make 
a great trio for a future sheep drive! Now that my 
successor has been elected I see it as my bounden 
duty to make his year as exciting as mine! With 
Cameron Mackintosh as well as Julia McKenzie 
among the guests it was certainly a star-studded 
celebration in the Parlour.

Admission of the Sheriffs, election of the Lord Mayor, 
and the Quit Rents Ceremony
October saw the start of the civic transition with 
the Admission of Sheriffs and the high drama of the 
election of the next Lord Mayor. Sadly, for me at 
least, it also marks the halfway stage in my own year.  
The annual Quit Rents Ceremony at the Royal Courts 
of Justice is one of our more curious traditions dating 
back to 1211 and is the oldest legal ceremony in the 
country apart from the Coronation. Two knives, one 
sharp, the other blunt, are paid by the City as rent 
for land in Shropshire and six horseshoes with 61 nails 
are paid for a forge near the Strand. The Queen’s 
Remembrancer, the only surviving member of the 
Court of Exchequer, presides, looking even more 
splendid in wig and tricorn hat than does our own 
Remembrancer. The horseshoes date back to 1361 
and are the oldest still in use. Fortunately they are 
returned each year for payment the following year.  

Goldsmiths’ Annual Fair
The Prime Warden of the Goldsmiths’ kindly invited 
me to share in the magnificence of their annual Fair, 
a showcase for designer-led contemporary jewellery 
and silverware and it is a pleasure to see one of the 
Great Twelve so engaged with their craft.  

Encouraging those with talent
The encouragement of the young, and not-so 
young, is a mission of the City and it was remarkable 
to see how talented the pupils are at the Girls’ 
School prize giving, followed closely by the Guild of 
Mercers’ Scholars Annual Banquet.  

Forward look
The next month looks to be busy for Members’ 
generally but I hope that we will receive a good 
response to the invitation to all Members to offer 
their suggestions on events for the future.  One such 
anniversary is the 400th anniversary of the Mayflower 
in 2020 which is closely connected with the City 
through Ironmongers’ Hall, the Dutch Church in 
Austin Friars, Bevis Marks Synagogue and the London 
Merchant Adventurers while other opportunities 
coming up are those for Sir Thomas Gresham’s 500th 
in 2019 and Thomas Becket’s mere 900th in 2020.  No 
doubt there are others, so keep them coming!

HRH Countess of Wessex with London Schools

The largest horsebox in the City

Lord Mayor and Lady Mayoress in the saddle for the 
Lord Mayor’s Appeal

CHIEF COMMONER

The Chief Commoner with 
Dame Felicity Lott at the 
Guildhall School of Music & 
Drama annual dinner.

Contact Tina Denis on ext. 3801
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CHAIRMAN OF  POLICY & RESOURCES
US Relations
It has been a busy couple of months for the City’s 
US agenda. In September, the Guildhall welcomed 
the Chair of the US Commodity Futures Trading 
Commission who outlined his vision for cross-
border services trade. In October, City of London 
Corporation officers attended the US Securities 
Industry and Financial Markets Association annual 
conference, before the Policy Chairman hosted 
a cross-sector roundtable with senior UK Treasury 
representatives following the first meeting of the 
US-UK Financial Regulatory Working Group. This 
activity builds up to the Policy Chairman’s US visit in 
November. This will be the Policy Chairman’s third 
such visit and will further strengthen our extensive 
network of relationships at the most senior levels of 
US government, financial regulators, and the private 
sector, and will look beyond Brexit at the future UK-US 
relationship. There is deep political will in the US and 
a strategic opportunity to develop a world-leading 
bilateral relationship. The City Corporation is a 
leading influence in these discussions and a central 
advocate for achieving an optimal post-Brexit 
relationship with the UK’s largest trading partner. 

Labour Party Conference
On Monday 24 September, at the Labour Party 
Conference the City Corporation hosted a 
roundtable event with the Fabian Society on how 
investment in arts and culture shape can drive local 
economic growth. Kevin Brennan MP (Shadow 
Minister for Arts, Heritage and Tourism) spoke at 
the event, which also featured Tracy Brabin MP, 
Ian Lucas MP and leading figures from the arts and 
culture sector. The Policy Chairman also attended 
a Labour Party Business Forum with senior figures 
from the Labour Party such as John McDonnell 
MP (Shadow Chancellor of the Exchequer) and 
Rebecca Long-Bailey (Shadow Secretary of State 
for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy). The 
City Corporation also hosted a dinner in partnership 
with UK Finance, attended by 85 guests, including 
City Corporation Members, Labour Party peers, 
MPs, council leaders, MEPs, and senior business 
representatives. Barry Gardiner MP (Shadow 
Secretary of State for International) spoke at the 
event on the state of Brexit negotiations, reaffirming 
his belief that the Prime Minister’s Chequers 
proposals would not be accepted by the EU. The 
Policy Chairman also held several private  meetings 
with Labour Party MPs.

Visit to Brussels
On 27 September, the Policy Chairman was in 
Brussels for our 2018 Annual Reception, attended 
by over 300 guests from the European Commission, 
Parliament and Council, as well as business, 
consultancy and trade associations. She also 
held bilateral meetings with the Irish Ambassador, 
Polish Ambassador and officials from the Austrian 
Permanent Representation to the EU. The Policy 
Chairman also hosted a high-level lunch with EU27 
Brexit Delegates and EU trade representatives. 

Conservative Party Conference
On Monday 1 October, at the Conservative 
Party Conference the City Corporation hosted a 
roundtable event with the Centre for Policy Studies 
on Brexit and the City, and how we ensure the 
UK’s financial and professional services continue to 
thrive outside of the EU. John Glen MP (Economic 
Secretary to the Treasury) spoke at the event 
and answered questions from senior industry 
representatives. The City Corporation also hosted a 
fringe panel event with Chatham House on Global 
Britain and the Future of International Trade post-
Brexit. The panel comprised the Policy Chairman, 
Nicky Morgan MP, Anand Menon, Director of UK 
in a Changing Europe, and the Economist Linda 
Yueh, while Liam Halligan, Journalist and Political 
Commentator for the Daily Telegraph, chaired 
the discussion. The City Corporation also hosted a 
dinner with UK Finance, attended by over 120 guests 
including City Corporation Members, Conservative 
Party peers, MPs, council leaders, MEPs, and senior 
business representatives. Sir Graham Brady MP, Chair 
of the 1922 Committee, spoke at the event calling 
on business to support the Prime Minister’s proposals 
as we head into the final stages of the negotiations 
to leave the EU. The Policy Chairman also held 
several private meetings with Conservative MPs.

Scottish National Party (SNP) Conference
The Policy Chairman attended the SNP Conference 
on 7 October, where she met in private with several 
MPs and MSPs. The Policy Chairman also attended 
the SNP’s private Business Dinner, relaying the City 
Corporation’s views on Brexit to senior party figures. 
Nicola Sturgeon, Leader of the SNP and First Minister 
of Scotland, was also in attendance.

Visit to Frankfurt
The Policy Chairman was invited by London & 
Partners to visit Frankfurt on 15 October with the 
Deputy Mayor for Business, Rajesh Agrawal. The 
Policy Chairman had meetings with Commerzbank 
and Deutsche Bank, who have offices in the City and 
were interested in the current political situation in the 
UK. The Policy Chairman also met representatives of 
Frankfurt Main Finance and discussed the work of the 
Anglo German Dialogue. The Policy Chairman then 
spoke at a reception for London and Frankfurt based 
FinTech companies.  

Upcoming events 
The Policy Chairman will be speaking at the 3rd 
UK City and Financial Services Brexit Summit on 5 
November and at the Global & European Financial 
Services Summit at Cumberland Lodge on 8 and 9 
November.

Contact Tina Denis on ext. 3801

Any Member wishing to know our position on any
subject can contact the Director of Communications
Bob Roberts or the Head of Corporate Affairs
Eugenie de Naurois.
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India All Party Parliamentary Group (APPG)
The Lord Mayor spoke at a meeting of the 
Indo-British APPG, reporting back on his recent visit 
to India. Reflections focused largely on the future 
of the UK-India financial and professional services 
relationship, particularly in fintech. The meeting was 
chaired by Virendra Sharma MP (Lab), a member of 
the International Development Committee. The Lord 
Mayor was joined on the panel by Sherry Madera 
(Speciald Adviser for Asia), Charanjeet Singh (new 
Deputy High Commissioner for India) and Mark 
Slaughter (Director General for Investment at the 
Department for International Trade).

Global Britain
The Remembrancer’s Office submitted evidence to 
the Foreign Affairs Select Committee’s inquiry into 
‘Global Britain’ and India. The submission highlighted 
the work of the City of London Corporation’s 
Mumbai office and India Advisory Council, as well 
as setting out some of the opportunities for future 
economic collaboration between the UK and India. 
These included a ‘FinTech corridor’, the provision 
of insolvency and legal expertise to the Insolvency 
and Bankruptcy Board of India, green finance, 
Rupee internationalisation, and insurance and 
reinsurance. The submission also discussed the close 
work of the City Corporation with the Department 
for International Trade on promoting UK businesses 
abroad through the Lord Mayor’s annual visit 
programme, as well as those of the Policy Chairman 
and the Special Adviser for Asia.  

Bribery Act 2010 Committee
The City of London Police’s Commander Karen 
Baxter and Mike Betts, Head of Learning and Skills 
at the Economic Crime Academy (ECA), gave 
evidence on behalf of the force to the Lords’ 
Bribery Act 2010 Committee, which is scrutinising the 
introduction and operation of the Act. Baxter and 
Betts discussed the types of bribery cases handled 
by the Police, noting that they often arose from 
investigations into other offences such as fraud, 
and highlighted the training offered by the ECA. 
Cases prosecuted under the Act were, to date, few 
in number, they said, explaining that awareness 
of the Act was uneven across the 43 police forces 
of England and Wales. Some cases that could 
be prosecuted under the Act were instead being 
prosecuted as other offences, such as misconduct 
in a public office. The authorisation needed under 
the Act from the Director of Public Prosecutions was 
also a perceived barrier to the legislation’s use, they 
explained. The low volume of cases being dealt with, 
especially with responsibility for some categories of 
cases moving to the National Crime Agency, made 
it difficult to build experience of prosecuting cases 
under the Act. Mechanisms for intelligence sharing 
were also discussed, with the witnesses noting that 
more resource would be needed to replicate a 
central reporting system similar to Action Fraud.

Africa All Party Parliamentary Group (APPG)
The Lord Mayor spoke at a meeting of the Africa 
APPG, reporting back on his recent visit to Nigeria, 
as well as the visit to Kenya and South Africa as 
part of the Prime Minister’s business delegation. 
He explained how the City Corporation and the 
financial services sector can support growth across 
the African Continental Free Trade Area. The 
meeting was chaired by Baroness Northover (Lib 
Dem), Trade Envoy to Angola and Zambia, and 
the APPG’s Vice-Chair and Lib Dem Foreign Affairs 
Spokesperson. The Lord Mayor was joined as a guest 
speaker by the African Union Commissioner for Trade 
and Industry, HE Albert Muchanga. 

Brexit Update
The Policy Chairman wrote to a number of 
Commons and Lords Select Committee chairmen to 
provide an update on the City Corporation’s latest 
position regarding Brexit and the financial services, in 
particular regarding potential ‘cliff-edge’ issues and 
the preparations being made to mitigate them. 

Port Health Visit
The Department for Markets and Consumer 
Protection hosted a visit by MEP Julie Girling and 
industry representatives to the City Corporation’s 
Port Health facility at the London Gateway Border 
Control Post. The tour of the facility covered a 
number of processes that take place during the 
checks on products and foodstuffs at the BCP. The 
visit was used to highlight the implications of Brexit for 
import controls, food safety and food security. Issues 
arising from a potential ‘no deal’ scenario were also 
discussed.

Contact James Edwards on ext. 1202
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Charity Times Award – Stepping Stones Fund 
At an awards ceremony on 3 October, City Bridge 
Trust, together with UBS, received a Charity Times 
Award under the category best Social Investment 
Initiative for its Stepping Stones Fund. This fund 
provides grants to charities and social enterprises 
seeking to explore the social investment market. 
To date it has awarded funds totalling over £3.2m, 
benefitting people and communities across London.

Members’ Charity Briefing
On 16 October Alderman Alison Gowman hosted 
a Members’ Briefing Lunch to update and inform 
Members on the various City of London funds 
available for individuals or organisations. Along with 
City Bridge Trust, these include funds available under 
the Central Grants scheme, Samuel Wilson’s Loan 
Trust and others. Members are invited to contact the 
Trust directly for further information. A further session 
for Members will be held in early 2019.

City Bridge Trust Contact Martin Hall on ext. 3705

Economic Development
Global investment: driving UK jobs and growth in 
financial services
The ‘Global investment: driving UK jobs and growth 
in financial services’ report was launched at the 
International Trade Banquet. The report looks at the 
factors underpinning the UK’s leading position as a 
destination for foreign direct investment in financial 
services, and at the benefits this creates across the 
UK in terms of jobs and capital. When compared 
with eight other global financial centres, London 
leads across many measures of global trade and 
investment.

Green Finance Initiative
The City of London Green Finance Initiative (GFI) will 
be running the first project of the 
government- run technical assistance programme: 
UK-PACT (Partnering for Accelerated Climate 
Transitions). The GFI has been allocated £400,000 
to create a UK-China Centre for Green Finance, 
with four priority projects. The projects include: 
supporting Taskforce on Climate-related Financial 
Disclosure implementation, connecting Green 
FinTech opportunities in China to the UK, embedding 
a harmonised set of green principles into Belt and 
Road projects, and an exploration into greening 
China’s long-term investment base.

The Lord Mayor’s Dragon Awards
The Lord Mayor hosted the 31st Lord Mayor’s Dragon 
Awards at the Mansion house on 25 September. A 
record nine Dragon statues were awarded including 
the Sir Martyn Lewis Award in recognition of the 
Awards Deputy Chairman and compere, who stood 
down after 30 years of service. There were two 
winners of the Lord Mayor’s Award – Business of Trust 
Champion. 

Renminbi (RMB) Business Quarterly Report
On 26 September, the Policy Chairman hosted 
a media launch for the London RMB Business 
Quarterly – Issue 1. The report is co-authored by the 
City Corporation with the People’s Bank of China 
Representative Office for Europe, highlighting 
London’s position as the largest RMB offshore 
clearing centre outside of China.

Building an Investment and Financing System for the 
Belt and Road Initiative (BRI)
On 10 October 2018, the City Corporation 
Representative Office in Beijing launched the 
Building an Investment and Financing System for 
the Belt and Road Initiative. The roundtable event 
was attended by nearly 40 UK and China financial 
services firm based in Beijing. This report was jointly 
produced by the City Corporation and the People’s 
Bank of China to examine the building of a 
fit-for-purpose BRI investment and financing system.

Contact Sabina Johal on ext. 3614 

Celebrating our People Awards 2018 Contact Anjali Shah on ext. 3179
The hugely popular Celebrating Our People Awards ceremony took place on Friday 19 October, with over 
250 staff and members gathering in the Livery Hall to find out who would take home one of the 10 awards 
up for grabs. The awards celebrate the contributions of all staff that have been nominated and give special 
recognition to the achievements in each award category that really stand out. With whoops and much 
applause, the winners were announced by presenters including Deputy Edward Lord OBE (Chair of the 
Establishment Committee), John Barradell OBE (Town Clerk and Chief Executive), Ian Dyson QPM (City of 
London Police Commissioner), Chrissie Morgan (Director of HR), Peter Kane (Chamberlain) and Caroline 
Al-Beyerty (Deputy Chamberlain). The Award categories were: Rising Star, Excellence in Customer Service, 
Exceptional Colleague, Greatest Impact through Volunteering, Excellence in Health, Safety and Wellbeing, 
Improved New Ways of Working, Putting Learning into Practice, Inspiring Leader, Equality and Inclusion 
Champion, and Town Clerk’s Award. You can find details of winners and highly commended staff in each 
category on the City of London intranet, and can download a copy of this year’s Awards Booklet, which 
includes the winners’ stories. A few hardcopies of the booklet are also available on request.

Service of Thanksgiving Contact Angela Turnbull on ext. 1203
A Service of Thanksgiving will be held at St Margaret Lothbury, EC2R 7HH, on Friday 9 November to mark the 
installation of the new Lord Mayor. The service will commence at 6pm and last for approximately 40 minutes.  
The service will be conducted by the Reverend Jeremy Crossley. For more information, please email the 
City Events Team or telephone ext. 1203.

mailto:Martin.Hall%40cityoflondon.gov.uk?subject=
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Britain in Bloom Award – Gold in the Town Category 
Congratulations to the City Gardens team who 
were awarded Gold in the Town Category at 
the UK Finals of Britain in Bloom 2018. Nominated 
in 2017 by London in Bloom to represent London 
at the UK Finals, a City-wide tour took place 
in August 2018 to showcase the excellent                                            
year-round work by colleagues, residents, 
community groups and businesses across the Square 
Mile. Judges awarded marks based on horticultural 
achievement, environmental responsibility and 
community participation. The tour included visits to 
the recently completed projects at Aldgate Square 
and Seething Lane Garden, the contribution from 
businesses at London Wall Place and Cannon Bridge 
Roof Garden, and the work of community and 
resident groups including Friends of City Gardens 
and at the Barbican Wildlife Garden. 

Epping Forest
The Open House events were a success in Epping 
Forest with ‘The Forest that was saved – 1878 archives 
and images’ event at Queen Elizabeth’s Hunting 
Lodge and The View on 22 and 23 September. On 
23 September two further Forest heritage walks took 
place on this theme with one walk around Hollow 
Pond and the other in the Chingford area. An 
exhibition at Queen Elizabeth’s Hunting Lodge will 
take place throughout November ‘Returning from 
the War – beyond the 11th hour’, telling the story 
about Forest Keepers who returned to the Forest 
after the Great War. There will be 6x6ft figures as part 
of the There But Not There Project in Epping Forest. 
Three will go at War Memorials on Forest land, one in 
High Beach, one on Pole Hill and one at The View.  

More information on all events being held in our 
Open Spaces can be found on the City of London 
website. 

Open Spaces Contact Roush Islam on ext. 3571 
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The estate occupied by the City of London Police has been under review for a number of years, and plans 
are being formulated to integrate a new police building into the planned court complex in the West of the 
City. While this plan comes to fruition, work continues across the police estate to refurbish existing buildings 
and make best use of the space we have available. As part of this plan, Snow Hill police station will close 
in autumn 2019. Snow Hill first opened in 1926. At present, finance, HR and Community Policing teams are 
amongst those based there. The building is in need of extensive modernisation and with consideration given 
to the budgetary constraints we continue to operate under, we have made the decision to close this police 
station. The accommodation team will relocate our officers and staff from there to within our existing estate. 
Following the closure, the public will be redirected to Wood Street police station, which is a ten-minute walk 
away, or to Bishopsgate police station. They can also continue to report crimes online or contact us via 101 
or 999.  The level of service we continue to offer our communities will not be affected by this change, and 
will remain second to none. We continue to consult with our residential communities and let them know 
of our plans. If you need further information on the planned closure to assist with ward briefings or similar 
engagement, please do get in touch and we will endeavour to help.

City of London Police Contact Teresa La Thangue on  020 7601 2290

City of London Academies and Schools
The City of London Family of Schools
The City of London Corporation has one maintained primary school, eight sponsored academies as part 
of the City of London Academies Trust, and two co-sponsored academies in neighbouring boroughs. It 
also supports three independent schools. In its pursuit of educational excellence, the City Corporation has 
drawn these schools together, collectively known as ‘the City of London Family of Schools’. These schools 
are engaged in establishing and sharing a collective ethos. The City of London Corporation and its ‘Family 
of Schools’ are committed to delivering world-class education based on a broad and balanced approach 
to develop children and create a lifelong love of learning. In July 2018, the Education Board approved three 
new strategies for 2019-2023. The Education Strategy 2019-2023 focuses on ensuring that pupils in the Family 
of Schools have access to transformative and inclusive education which enables them to flourish and to 
reach their potential. It also seeks to ensure pupils develop their skills and have high quality exposure to the 
world of work at all stages of education. The Cultural and Creative Learning Strategy 2019-2023 commits 
to enabling all pupils to enrich their education through high quality and systematic access to the City’s 
cultural, heritage and environmental assets. This strategy focuses on the development of ‘Fusion Skills’, the 
combination of creative, technical, educational and emotional skills which are needed for success in the 
21st century, which can be harnessed through participation in cultural and creative activity, encouraging 
creative thinking, innovation and enterprise. The Skills Strategy 2019-2023 represents the City Corporation’s 
commitment to enable lifelong learning, supporting citizens to reach their full potential and contribute to a 
diverse workforce. This strategy includes the City Corporation’s commitment to developing the employability 
of those furthest from the labour market through adult learning, training and apprenticeships. The Family 
of Schools are engaging in a broad range of activity across these strategic areas and building on existing 
successes as demonstrated through some excellent results from the last academic year, some of which are 
highlighted in the updates over-leaf.

Contact Daniel McGrady on ext. 1864

http://www.therebutnotthere.org.uk
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/hampstead-heath-conker-championships-2018-tickets-49982211139
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/hampstead-heath-conker-championships-2018-tickets-49982211139
mailto:Roush.Islam%40cityoflondon.gov.uk?subject=
mailto:teresa.la-thangue%40city-of-london.pnn.police.uk?subject=
mailto:Daniel.McGrady%40cityoflondon.gov.uk?subject=


City of London Academies and Schools

7

City of London Academies Trust
The national figures tracking student progress 
released recently show pupils at the City of London 
Academy Highbury Grove have made the biggest 
improvement of any school in Islington this year. 
The school’s Progress 8 score has risen from -0.46 
to 0.29, which means that across eight subjects, 
pupils are achieving approximately six better GCSE 
grades than in 2017. The data also shows 69% of 
pupils achieving grade 4 (previously grade C) and 
above at GCSE level in English and Maths, with 
approximately 50% achieving the new benchmark 
grade 5 in English and Maths. This represents a 10% 
improvement on 2017. The City of London Academy 
Highgate Hill saw a 6% increase in GCSE passes in 
English and Maths. There has also been exceptional 
progress overall at City of London Academy Islington, 
with figures showing GCSE pass rates in English 
and Maths are now running at 70%, up from 30% in 
2011. In addition, the newly-opened City of London 
Primary Academy Islington has 10% more pupils in 
Reception achieving good levels of development 
compared to the national average, with 24% of 
pupils exceeding benchmark level for five-year-olds.

Redriff Primary School, City of London Academy
On Friday 5 October, Redriff Primary School was 
presented with a certificate at the ‘Schools for 
Success’ Awards Ceremony at City Hall. The school 
was invited by the Mayor of London to join his 
Schools for Success Programme which gives staff 
and governors from Redriff the opportunity to share 
best practices with other schools. The school was 
recognised by the Mayor following the Department 
for Education noting the “school had made fantastic 
progress with students that started behind their 
peers” based on data from 2017. Pupils who had a 
low attainment level when they started at the school 
have improved dramatically making their progress 
level in the top six percent of London schools.

Contact Natalie Williams on ext. 1432

City of London Academy Islington (COLAI)
On 10 October, five students from the COLAI 
attended the Quit Rents Ceremony at the Royal 
Courts of Justice. Before the ceremony they travelled 
on the Golden Sunrise boat down the Thames with 
students from other schools and key officers from the 
City Corporation. The students had taken part in the 
City Law Officers Essay Competition, writing 1,000 
words on whether in this age of increasing litigation, 
victims of bullying in schools should be permitted 
to hold their aggressors to account and ultimately 
prosecute them. After the boat trip, the students 
joined a procession by foot to the Royal Courts of 
Justice. Sabrina Stark, a Year 12 student from COLAI 
won the first prize of £200 in book tokens and a 
week’s work experience in the Comptroller & City 
Solicitor’s Department. Sabrina said “I am delighted 
my essay won the competition, I want to pursue a 
career in Law so it was a fantastic experience to be 
a part of the Quit Rents Ceremony today”.

Contact Lisa Hancock on 020 7226 8611

City of London School
City of London School’s Annual Distribution of Prizes 
took place during an afternoon ceremony held at 
Guildhall. The occasion provided an opportunity 
to celebrate and acknowledge the hard work 
and success of many pupils in the school in front 
of an audience of parents, staff, governors and 
fellow pupils. After distributing the prizes, The 
Right Honourable The Lord Mayor, Locum Tenens, 
Alderman Sir Andrew Parmley, exhorted the boys to 
be fully involved in the school’s extra-curricular life 
in order to be the best they can be. City of London 
School are delighted to announce that the charity 
they will be working with for 2018 to 2019 is Tiny 
Tickers: a UK based medical charity specialising in 
the early detection and care of babies born with 
congenital heart disease. Tiny Tickers’ overarching 
aim is for no new-born babies to leave hospital 
with an undetected condition that could have 
been spotted earlier. At the City of London School, 
the boys will spend the next year fundraising and 
supporting the charity. Previous activities have 
included bake sales, quiz nights, concerts, a 
sleep-out and a 48-hour non-stop sponsored row.

Contact Georgina Berry on 020 3680 6414

City of London School for Girls
On 16 October, students from City of London School 
for Girls and City of London School performed 
an ambitious programme of Gounod’s Petite 
Symphonie and Tchaikovsky’s Serenade for Strings at 
the schools’ annual joint concert. Director of Music, 
Dr Steven Berryman said: “All of the performers did 
remarkably well, as the concert and rehearsal were 
held on the same day. It was a real achievement 
to work with such energy. Congratulations to all the 
performers and staff involved.” City of London School 
for Girls sees itself as a community of learners, and 
that includes staff as much as pupils. For the last few 
years, the staff have been invited to conduct their 
own research into different aspects of pedagogy. 
The first ‘Research and Learn’ magazine, containing 
a summary of the findings from the projects was 
published earlier this term and is available to 
download from the school website. On 1 and 2 
October, nine girls from the Combined Cadet Force 
took part in a field trip to Portsmouth where they 
visited the historic dockyard and toured HMS Victory. 
The group spent the night onboard HMS Bristol, a 
Destroyer that has seen action in the Falkland Islands. 
The students sailed on yachts or large powerboats, 
putting into practice the navigation and passage 
planning they have been learning in the classroom 
throughout the year.

Contact Sam Robson on 020 7847 5549
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London Drug and Alcohol Policy Forum (LDAPF)
On the morning of 22 October, the LDAPF hosted a delegation from Brazil who were eager to hear about 
the UK experience in reducing harm around drug, alcohol and tobacco use. They heard presentations from 
leading academics, local authority officers and the LDAPFS policy adviser. The LDAPF has long championed 
the need to address the Hepatitis C problem in London. This has recently gained considerable media 
coverage in terms of those affected via “tainted” blood products in the 1980s. On 3 December we will 
be hosting a major conference looking at what steps need to be taken to realise the benefits of new and 
effective treatments. For more information on the work of the LDAPF please telephone 020 7332 3084, email 
Jane Anson or visit the LDAPF website.     

Contact Jane Anson on ext. 3087
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Gresham College
Has the internet changed news for better or for 
worse? 250 years of technology
Many claims have been made, both positive 
and negative, for the transformative nature of 
internet news in the age of social media. Professor 
Steve Schiffers takes a historical perspective to 
that debate, by looking at the effects that earlier 
changes to news production have had for politics, 
society and commerce.  It focuses on two major 
revolutions - the creation of the mass media in the 
19th century, and the broadcasting revolution of 
the 20th century. What can we learn from history 

about how deeply the internet could transform 
news in the 21st century? And how does it relate to 
broader social and economic trends? The lecture 
will take place at Barnard’s Inn Hall on Thursday 15 
November, 6-7pm. No reservations are required for 
this lecture. It will be run on a ‘first come, first served’ 
basis. Doors will open 30 minutes before the start of 
the lecture. 

You can view details of all upcoming lectures and 
videos of previous ones on the Gresham College 
website.

Contact Catriona Luke on 020 7831 0575

Safer City Partnership
National Hate Crime Awareness Week ran from 13 - 20 October 2018 and the Community Safety Team 
took an active role in highlighting this issue with City of London Corporation staff. Team members working 
with City of London Police colleagues hosted a stall in the Gild over two lunchtimes to raise awareness of 
crime against vulnerable groups. The stall had a range of materials to engage discussion and encourage 
colleagues to share the message. 23 October saw the Community Safety Team host an event on Modern 
Slavery in the Basinghall Suite. This will also be the venue for an event looking at the impact of extremism on 
families and the role of the Prevent strategy which is being held on 5 November.

Contact David Mackintosh on ext. 3084

Barbican Centre
Life Rewired season launch
On the 27 September, the Barbican announced 
Life Rewired, an arts and learning season running 
throughout 2019 that will explore what it means to 
be human in the face of changing technological 
and scientific forces. The season includes AI: More 
Than Human – a major new exhibition offering an 
unprecedented survey of creative and scientific 
developments in Artificial Intelligence, featuring 
immersive new commissions and projects that will 
allow visitors to experience AI first hand. The season 
announcement was covered in the media with 
major news pieces in The Times and Financial Times, 
as well as a discussion on BBC Radio London.

Barbican Young Poets 10th birthday
The Barbican Young Poets programme celebrated 
its 10th birthday in October, marking a decade of 
exciting new work from young voices in poetry 
and spoken word. The programme is open to 
anyone aged 14 to 25, and offers mentorship from 
world-famous poets and performers, access to a 
community of young artists at the Barbican and 
Guildhall School of Music & Drama, and regular 
showcase events. The anniversary was covered by 
Time Out, who included poems from Barbican Young 
Poets Bella Cox and Annie Hayter in a feature on the 
Modern Couples exhibition.   

Modern Couples: Art, Intimacy and the Avant-garde
Barbican Art Gallery’s pioneering autumn 
exhibition Modern Couples: Art, Intimacy and 
the Avant-garde opened to the public on 10 
October. Showcasing the creative output of over 
40 artist couples active in the first half of the 20th 
century, this major interdisciplinary show features 
the work of legendary duos including Frida Kahlo 
and Diego Rivera; Dora Maar and Pablo Picasso; Lee 
Miller and Man Ray; Virginia Woolf and Vita Sackville-
West; and Federico García Lorca and Salvador Dalí. 
The opening was covered in major features in The 
Evening Standard, You Magazine, and Time Out, and 
described by The Sunday Times as being “a new 
way to arrange and understand modern art… an 
approach that proves transformative.”

Contact John Kelly on 020 7382 2389
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London Metropolitan Archives (LMA)
LMA’s exciting new exhibition which runs from 19 November 2018 until 10 April 2019 is Child health in London 
which explores the history of the health of the capital’s children. It’s a story of young lives blighted by 
deprivation and disease and little hope of a cure transformed by breakthroughs in diagnosis and treatment, 
and progress in prevention. This has been underpinned by advances in public health and science, and 
developments in public administration, caring institutions and the medical profession. From the medical 
records of the Foundling Hospital established in the 18th century by Thomas Coram, one of the first pioneers 
of child care, through the records of children’s hospitals and clinics founded in the 19th century, to those 
of the school health services set up by the London County Council in the 20th, this exhibition makes 
connections in a sometimes fragmented history and a provides a fascinating background to the issues 
facing children and young people in London today. Funding towards the exhibition has been provided by 
the Wellcome Trust as part of its support of a project to conserve and digitise the medical records of the 
Foundling Hospital. The exhibition is also supported by the successor of the Foundling Hospital, the children’s 
charity Coram. We will be running curator’s tours of the exhibition, details of which will be added to the 
LMA’s Eventbrite webpage.

Contact Veronica Kocovska on 020 7588 1116
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London Symphony Orchestra (LSO)
The LSO embarked on tours to South Korea, Spain and Vietnam this month, joined by conductors Sir Simon 
Rattle, Nikolaj Szeps-Znaider, Jaime Martín and Elim Chan, with Chan conducting an outdoor concert 
to an audience of thousands in the streets of Hanoi. The 2018/19 season at the Barbican Hall continued, 
exploring the theme of ‘Roots and Origins’ with music by Czech, Russian and Spanish composers, featuring 
violin soloists Christian Tetzlaff and Nikolaj Szeps-Znaider. A concert at the Royal Albert Hall at the end of the 
month showcased iconic film scores by John Williams. Lunchtime concerts presented by BBC Radio 3 and 
LSO Discovery continued at LSO St Luke’s – featuring LSO musicians and the Nash Ensemble this month – in 
addition to family concerts organised by LSO Discovery, the Orchestra’s education programme.

Contact Geoff Pick on ext. 3833

Alumna Jodie Whitaker makes her debut in Dr Who
Acting alumna and Fellow Jodie Whittaker made her 
debut as the new Dr in the eponymous BBC series, on 
Sunday 14 October. Revealed in a special trailer in 
July 2017, she is the 13th Doctor and the first woman 
to play the iconic role. Jodie graduated from 
Guildhall School in 2005, having been awarded the 
Gold Medal for Acting in her final year. 

Recent lumni and staff awards
Alumnus Ashley Zhangazha (Acting 2010) was 
awarded Best Performance in a Musical at the UK 
Theatre Awards 2018 for his performance as Sky 
Masterson in Guys and Dolls at Royal Exchange 
Theatre, Manchester, with Talawa Theatre Company. 
Stephen Barlow (Conducting 1976 and Fellow) was 
nominated for achievement in opera for his work 
as Artistic Director of Buxton International Festival 
and in particular for his revival of Verdi’s Alzira. Jazz 
professor Scott Stroman is one of eleven outstanding 
individuals who have received a Gold Badge Award, 
recognising those who have inspired or supported 
the creator community, nominated by members 
of British Academy of Songwriters, Composers 
& Authors. Stroman picked up the award at a 
ceremony on Friday 19 October. 

Guildhall School students, alumni, Fellows and 
partners listed in Evening Standard’s Progress 1000
Now in its 12th year, the Evening Standard’s Progress 
1000 lists the capital’s most influential people from 
politics, business, media, technology and the arts. 
Several students, alumni, Fellows and partners have 
been named across different categories in this year’s 
list. The classical music list celebrates Sir Simon Rattle, 
Music Director of the London Symphony Orchestra, 
Artist-in-Association at Guildhall School and Barbican 
Centre, and Honorary Fellow; Sir Antonio Pappano, 
Music Director of the Royal Opera and Honorary 
Fellow; baritone Roderick Williams (Opera 1995); 
baritone James Newby (Vocal Studies Fellow); and 
tenor James Way (Vocal Studies 2018). The theatre 
list names playwright Natasha Gordon (Acting 1999) 
and Nadia Fall, Artistic Director of Theatre Royal 
Stratford East, who directed Aces and Jacks for 
Guildhall in 2011. Alumni Jodie Whittaker (Acting 
2005) and Lily James (Acting 2013) are listed among 
the influential people in film and television, and 
fellow alumna Michaela Coel (Acting 2012) is named 
in the comedy list. Kenrick Sandy (Artistic Director, 
Boy Blue Entertainment), who collaborated with staff 
and students from Guildhall’s Acting and Production 
Arts departments in Blood Rite (2017), is named in the 
dance list. 

Contact Rebecca Driver, 
Rebecca Driver Media Relations

 on 020 7247 1894

Contact Jo Hutchinson, 
Guildhall School of Music & Drama 

on 020 7382 6130

Guildhall School of Music & Drama
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For all enquiries contact MembersBriefing@cityoflondon.gov.uk 
or telephone the Communications Office on 020 7332 3467

• The Financial Times quoted the Policy Chairman 
in a front-page article about the Bank of England 
calling on the EU to put measures in place to 
allow European banks to access UK-based 
clearing houses after Brexit. Also featured in City 
AM, CNBC, Financial Review, Daily Mail, The Times 
[subscription only], Reuters, Daily Express and the 
BBC Business blog. 

• City A.M. ran an article about Britain attracting 
more investment in businesses and the financial 
sector, despite post-Brexit uncertainty, according 
to a report by the City of London Corporation. The 
Policy Chairman was quoted. Further coverage in 
The Times, The Japan News, Reuters (France), City 
A.M. (ii)  London Loves Business, CNBC, NY Times.

• The Policy Chairman was interviewed by BBC 
London Radio’s drivetime show on Brexit, ahead 
of the EU summit in Brussels [skip to 2:12:00].

• The Policy Chairman warned the Government 
and the European Union that it is “in neither side’s 
interests to play chicken with financial stability” 
in a front-page Evening Standard splash about 
uncertainty over Brexit. 

• Chris Hayward, Chairman of the Planning and 
Transportation Committee, was interviewed by 
Financial Times in a front page article on the City 
Corporation’s Transport Strategy proposals. These 
involve plans to turn parts of the Square Mile into 
a zero-emissions zone by 2022 and cut motor 
speeds to 15mph. Further coverage in London 
Live, Evening Standard, The Sun, Mail Online, 
Yahoo News, MSN News, City AM, The Times, Road 
CC, and Daily Express. 

• Evening Standard ran an article in which the Lord 
Mayor and Policy Chairman were named in The 
Progress 1000: London’s most influential people. 

• The Daily Telegraph, The Times [£], City Matters, 
City A.M., MarketScreener.com, economia and 
Financial News [£] reported that Alderman Peter 
Estlin has been elected as the 691st Lord Mayor. 

• There was significant coverage in Indian press of 
Lord Mayor Charles Bowman’s India visit. Articles 
appeared in Business Standard India, Financial 
Express India, TheHindu.com, DNA Daily and The 
Fintech Times. Opinion pieces were published in 
the Economic Times, Kannada Prabha Lokmat 
and Dainak Jagran. Following the visit, the Lord 
Mayor wrote in City A.M. about the visit.  

• The City Corporation’s International Trade 
Banquet held at The Mansion House featured on 
BBC News at Ten. Further coverage appeared in 
BBC London TV (evening and late news), The Daily 
Telegraph, The Times, The Times (i,) the Guardian, 
Tech News , CNBC Indonesia, and China Times, 

• Jeremy Mayhew, Chairman of the Finance 
Committee, was quoted in a City Matters article, 
after the City Corporation donated £40,000 in aid 
towards emergency relief efforts in Indonesia.

• Charity Times ran a piece about City Bridge Trust 
awarding grants totalling over £2m to 19 charities 
across London.

• David Farnsworth, Director of City Bridge Trust, 
was interviewed on BBC Radio London [skip to 
36:40] about how the charitable funder will help 
City Harvest feed over 60,000 Londoners on low 
incomes after awarding £79,800 to the charity. 
Further coverage in FE News.

• Charity Times and FENews reported that City 
Bridge Trust is a joint winner [with UBS] of a Charity 
Times Award for its Stepping Stones Fund.

• The Lord Mayor wrote in City A.M. on the Dragon 
Awards, City Giving Day and City Corporation 
research on corporate giving. Further coverage 
in Process Engineering, BLM Forum and The East 
London Advertiser.

• The Policy Chairman was quoted in 
Recruitmentbuzz.co.uk in a piece about the City 
Corporation’s London Living wage campaign. The 
campaign aims to rally financial and professional 
services businesses in the Square Mile to ensure 
all staff are paid the London Living Wage. Further 
coverage in City Matters and FE News.

• The Policy Chairman was quoted in FE News with 
a response to the Government’s Select 
Committee report on Apprenticeships. 

• Elhaam Sahebdin, a City Corporation PR 
Apprentice at West Ham Park, was featured in 
PR Week’s ‘So you want my job?’ feature. She 
discussed her role and offered advice to young 
people at the start of their careers. 

• The City Corporation was mentioned in Air Quality 
News after being honoured for its collaboration 
with Sir John Cass’s Foundation Primary School. 
Further coverage in City AM and Pro Landscaper.

• The Evening Standard ran a piece about 
Processions: Hidden Voices, a sound and light 
installation staged by arts charity Artichoke, to 
conclude the City of London’s Women: Work 
and Power season celebrating the centenary 
of women’s voting rights. Further coverage, City 
Matters MSN, The Resident , Timeout(i), Timeout (ii), 
Timeout (iii), Country and Townhouse, Art Fix daily, 
City Matters(ii).

• The Guardian Guide included ‘Women in Jazz’, 
the forthcoming exhibition at Barbican Music 
Library. [viewable internally only]

• Paul Maskell, the Leisure and Events Manager at 
Hampstead Heath, was interviewed by BBC Radio 
London about the Hampstead Heath Conker 
Championships taking place this Sunday. [skip 
to 51.30] Further coverage in Ham & High. Karina 
Dostalova, Chairman of the Hampstead Heath 
Management Committee, was quoted.  

• Karina Dostalova, Chairman of the Hampstead 
Heath, Highgate Wood and Queen’s Park 
Committee, was quoted in Brent and Kilburn 
Times after Queen’s Park won Gold in the 
London in Bloom awards. Further coverage in 
ProLandscaper. 

• Graeme Smith, Chairman of the West Ham Park 
Committee, wrote in the Newham Recorder 
about the arrival of autumn.

In the News Contact John Park on ext. 3639
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