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LORD MAYOR
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Contact Jay Patel on 020 7397 3467

Lord Mayor’s Visit to Mexico and Colombia
Between 28 May and 3 June the Lord Mayor visited 
Mexico and Colombia, accompanied by Alderman 
Sir Alan Yarrow. Both Sir Alan and the Lord Mayor 
visited these countries in 2015, when Sir Alan was 
Lord Mayor. The Lord Mayor’s most recent visit 
carried forward the strong relationship that has 
been established with the City in recent years, 
particularly following the State Visits to the UK by 
President Pena Nieto in 2015 and President Santos 
in 2016. In Mexico both business and Government, 
following the change of administration in the United 
States, are looking to deepen their commercial 
relationships with other parts of the world. There was 
keen interest in negotiating a Free Trade Agreement 
with the UK after exiting the European Union.  The 
Lord Mayor met Finance Minister Meade, a potential 
Presidential contender, to discuss regulatory reform. 
He also met Governor of the Central Bank, who is 
about to become head of the Bank of International 
Settlement in Basel. In the Lord Mayor’s business 
meetings there was strong interest in the City’s 
offering in FinTech and Green Finance. There is 
also potential for collaboration between the City 
of London Police and the Mexican Federal Police 
on the issue of Cyber Crime. In Cartagena in 
Colombia the Lord Mayor and Sir Alan attended the 
annual National Banking Convention. He met with 
President Santos, affirming the cordial relationship 
with the City following last year’s State Visit, and 
hearing his views on the status of the peace 
process in Colombia. In his keynote address to the 
Convention, which followed the Lord Mayor’s own 
speech, the President called the City of London “a 
great friend of Colombia.” In his meetings with the 
Colombian banking sector the Lord Mayor was able 
to showcase UK capabilities in the financial and 
professional services sector, and particularly what 
London can offer as a source of capital, expertise 
and experience in infrastructure finance, Green 
Finance, FinTech and Education, Training and 
Qualifications.

Burnham Beeches and Dorneywood 
On 9 June, the Lord Mayor and Lady Mayoress 
visited Burnham beeches as part of the annual Open 
Spaces visit. On arrival, they were welcomed by the 
Chairman of the Open Spaces committee Philip 
Woodhouse, the Deputy Chairman, Graeme Smith 
and the Superintendent, Andy Barnard. The Lord 
Mayor was then invited to conduct a ceremonial 
pollarding of a tree before the civic party retired to 
Dorneywood house for an excellent lunch. 

Chile Day
On 30 June Mansion House hosted the annual Chile 
Day investment conference. The Chilean Minister of 
Finance and the Governor of the Central Bank spoke 
at the conference. Alderman Sir Roger Gifford, who 
as Lord Mayor visited Chile in 2013, represented the 
Lord Mayor and gave the welcoming address.

Keynote speech on skills needs at major financial 
services conference
The Lord Mayor addressed skills needs in the financial 
services sector in a keynote address at a national 
conference “Skills and Apprenticeships in Financial 
Services” on 15 June, held by the National Skills 
Academy for Financial Services. The Lord Mayor 
described “a widening skills gap in financial services” 
as “a critical area of need”, outlining the skills 
challenges facing the sector, and how the new 
apprenticeship levy could present an opportunity 
to develop progression routes and higher level skills, 
and to access new pools of talent. Aimed at senior 
leaders in financial services, the event featured 
speeches, panel discussions and Q & A sessions 
from high profile figures including the Lord Mayor, Sir 
Brendan Barber, Deputy Chairman to the Banking 
Standards Board, Anthony Thomson, Founder and 
Chairman of Atom Bank, and Jacqueline Davies, 
Master of the Guild of HR Professionals. Further 
information about the event is available via the Skills 
Academy’s website

mailto:Jay.Patel@cityoflondon.gov.uk
mailto:www.nsafs.co.uk
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As Chief Commoner I am now settling into the 
role, the office and the apartment. On 25 May I 
celebrated Ascension Day with my fellow Liverymen, 
The Worshipful Company of Pattenmakers, in our 
own church St Margaret Pattens in Eastcheap. 
HRH Duke of Gloucester, our Patron graced us with 
his presence and unveiled new panels listing Past 
Masters of the Company. The following morning, 
bright and early we welcomed the Lord Mayor and 
Lady Mayoress to Smithfield Market followed by a 
grand breakfast in Haberdashers’ Hall hosted by 
the Smithfield Meat Traders Association. The week 
concluded with the always inspiring Speech Day at 
Christ’s Hospital School with a splendid drive through 
glorious countryside.  

On the last day of May, the Mansion House Scholars 
were entertained at a Reception in the Old Bailey 
and impressed us so much with their enterprise, 
dedication and maturity.

So far this month I have attended Freedom of the 
City lunches for Dr Kathryn McDowell CBE, CEO of 
the London Symphony Orchestra, Peter Brookes CBE, 
the famous Times cartoonist and The Ambassador of 
Finland.

I was delighted to be invited to the Lime Street and 
Cornhill Civic Luncheon by Master Alderman Robert 
Howard and have attended dinners in Middle 
Temple Hall, Inner Temple Hall and Cutlers’ Hall for 
the Livery Committee Dinner. 

Several events around China’s One Belt, One Road 
Initiative have followed on from my visit in May, 
including this week a delegation from Sichuan. 

On the lighter side, the tour of Sculptures in the City, 
despite the pouring rain was uplifting and I was 
pleased to attend the opening of the Postal Museum 
and take the underground MailRail train on the 
following evening, rain free! 

One superb highlight this month has been to visit the 
staff (and the wild orchids) at Kenley Common in 
superb weather and enjoying lunch to a chorus of 
very vocal sheep in the meadow outside. The work 
to restore the air raid pens on Kenley airfield, the 
most significant relic of second world war air battles 
has gone amazing well, due to the hard work of staff 
and a Heritage Lottery Fund grant.      

And… I led the Procession in Common Hall for the 
Election of Sheriffs, a great honour.

Contact Charlotte Taffel on ext. 3801

CHIEF COMMONER

The Chief Commoner with 
Dame Felicity Lott at the 
Guildhall School of Music & 
Drama annual dinner.

mailto:Charlotte.Taffel@cityoflondon.gov.uk
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CHAIRMAN OF  POLICY & RESOURCES
Grenfell Tower, Tragedy and Attacks
At the Court of Common Council meeting on 22 
June, the Policy Chairman made a statement 
on the fire at Grenfell Tower and terrorist attacks 
at London Bridge, as well as in Finsbury Park. The 
statement highlighted the work the City of London 
Corporation and the City of London Police are doing 
to ensure City workers, residents and those living on 
City Corporation estates elsewhere are safe. It also 
highlighted the ways in which the City Corporation is 
assisting in Kensington and Chelsea following the fire. 
The Policy Chairman has also emailed Members with 
details of the fire safety of our housing stock.    

Regulatory Affairs Reception
On 13 June the Policy Chairman opened the City of 
London Corporation’s Regulatory Affairs Reception. 
The Policy Chairman spoke on the importance of 
strengthening the resources of the Regulatory Affairs 
team particularly in light of the EU referendum, 
not only to ensure that the City is informing and 
influencing the Brexit negotiations to secure the 
best possible outcome for financial and professional 
services, but also in seeking to shape the global 
regulatory agenda. The Policy Chairman noted the 
efforts in helping shape the key industry priorities for 
the Brexit negotiations; a bespoke deal delivering 
mutual market access; early agreement of the 
transitional arrangements and continued access to 
talent, much of which has been undertaken through 
the International Regulatory Strategy Group, which 
we run jointly with TheCityUK. 

Belfast Chamber of Commerce Dinner
On the 13 June the Policy Chairman attended a 
dinner hosted by Confederation of British Industry 
for the Belfast Chamber of Commerce with 
Carolyn Fairbairn and guests from London and 
Northern Ireland based practitioners from financial 
and professional services. Discussion centred on 
potential collaboration between London, Dublin 
and Belfast; and the Policy Chairman focused on 
putting industry’s priorities for the forthcoming Brexit 
negotiations forward.

Leeds Law Conference
On 14 June the Policy Chairman gave a speech at 
the Leeds Law Conference hosted by Leeds Law 
Society and DLA Piper, at which Rt Hon Hilary Benn 
MP also spoke. The Conference promotes the city 
of Leeds as a world-class legal centre. The Policy 
Chairman took the opportunity to discuss the crucial 
role of the finance and related professional services 
sector such as legal services, for the economy, 
including 2.2m jobs across the UK and an estimated 
£72bn worth of tax annually, and how the sector 
provides vital support for business and infrastructure 
projects as well as exports. The Policy Chairman 
noted the necessity of Law Firms to thrive outside 
of London, and praised the legal sector in Leeds 
which employs over 8,000 people, takes on legal 
apprentices from the wider city and donates tens of 
thousands of hours of time in pro bono work every 
year.

Social Mobility Employer Index Launch
On 21 June the Policy Chairman spoke at the Social 
Mobility Employer Index Launch (SMEI), alongside 
The Rt Hon Justine Greening, Secretary of State for 
Education and The Rt Hon Alan Milburn, Chair of 
the Social Mobility Commission. The SMEI is a joint 
initiative between the Social Mobility Commission 
and the Social Mobility Foundation, which involved 
a benchmarking initiative targeted at ‘elite’ sectors 
which, traditionally, have low rates of social mobility.
The Policy Chairman noted how a lack of diversity 
in the City limits access to talent, competitiveness 
and trust, and that it was essential for employers to 
measure and support progress of employees from 
lower income backgrounds, provide stepping stone 
jobs and progression routes through apprenticeship 
levels. The Policy Chairman further focused on the 
issues of education and the work the City is doing 
with its academies, school visits funds and providing 
affordable accommodation. 

Strand Group Report Launch
On 12 June the Policy Chairman attended a launch 
event of a paper written by Peter Sands, Rt Hon 
Ed Balls, Sebastian Leape and Nyasha Weinberg: 
‘Making Brexit work for British Business’ at the Policy 
Institute, Kings College University. The report explores 
the challenges and opportunities for British businesses 
in light of the vote to leave the EU and focuses on 
the key themes of securing a good trade deal; the 
need for continued engagement with EU regulatory 
agencies; and the need to upgrade customs 
control procedures and to ensure continued 
access to talent. The launch was followed with a 
panel discussion with Rt Hon Michael Gove MP 
(Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural 
Affairs) and Stephanie Flanders (JP Morgan Asset 
Management’s chief market strategist for Britain 
and Europe and former BBC Economics Editor). The 
paper can be accessed here.

Anglo-French Dialogue Meeting
On 26 June, the Policy Chairman attended 
the most recent meeting of the Anglo-French 
Dialogue, which brings together senior industry 
representatives from London and Paris. The Policy 
Chairman provided some introductory remarks 
and stated her enthusiasm for the Dialogue and its 
continuation. The meeting included a discussion 
on the political landscapes in both the UK and 
France, and a valuable exchange of views on the 
implications of Brexit. There was general agreement 
around the table on the need for an orderly exit, 
and thus a period of transition to ensure business 
continuity, legal certainty and smooth provision of 
financial services. Other issues discussed included 
the European Commission’s flagship Capital 
Markets Union agenda, Green Finance initiatives 
led by London and Paris, the role of FinTech and EU 
banking reform. On each of these subjects, common 
interests will be identified as a foundation for future 
collaborative work.

Contact Emma Sawers on ext 1413

https://www.hks.harvard.edu/centers/mrcbg/publications/awp/awp77
mailto:Emma.Sawers@cityoflondon.gov.uk


The Queen’s Speech, Theresa May’s first as Prime 
Minister, set out the Government’s agenda until 
Spring 2019, and contained details of 21 new Bills, 
three draft Bills and three Finance Bills. One of the 
measures, the Courts Bill, is likely to include the 
provisions of the pre-election Prisons and Courts Bill. 
However, the Local Government Finance Bill was 
conspicuous by its absence. Measures from the 
Conservative manifesto on social care, selective 
education and hunting were also not included. 
Extensions to High Speed 2 are proposed but there 
was no mention of airport expansion. Unsurprisingly, 
the main theme of the legislative programme is 
Brexit. A third of the Bills are in some way connected 
to the UK’s departure from the EU. Security was 
another dominant theme following the recent terror 
attacks in London and Manchester. Proposals will 
be announced “to ensure that critical national 
infrastructure is protected to safeguard national 
security” and a Commission for Countering Extremism 
is to be established. As previously mentioned by 
the Prime Minister, there will also be a review of the 
counter terrorism strategy and custodial sentences 
for terrorism related offences are to be extended. 
The Bills announced in the Queen’s Speech of most 
relevance to the City are set out below. 

Making our country Fairer
• DRAFT Tenants’ Fees Bill The draft Bill will bring 

forward proposals to ban landlords and agents 
from requiring tenants to make any payments as 
a condition of their tenancy with the exception 
of the rent, a capped refundable security 
deposit, a capped refundable holding deposit 
and tenant default fees.

• DRAFT Domestic Violence and Abuse Bill In line 
with the manifesto commitment, draft proposals 
will be published to update the law to help 
tackle domestic abuse and violence. 

• Civil Liability Bill This Bill is intended to crack down 
on fraudulent whiplash claims and is expected to 
reduce motor insurance premiums by about £35 
per year.  

• Courts Bill The Bill will introduce digital services 
which are intended to enable businesses to 
recover debts more easily. It is also expected to 
contain provisions to provide better conditions 
for judges, allowing more leadership positions 
in the judiciary to be offered on a fixed term 
basis, and enabling judges to be deployed more 
flexibly.

• Financial Guidance and Claims Bill The Bill 
will combine three financial advice bodies 
dealing with debt advice, money guidance 
and pension guidance into one. The Bill will 
transfer the regulation of claims management 
services to the Financial Conduct Authority, and 
transfer complaints-handling responsibility to the 
Financial Ombudsman Service. 

• Goods Mortgage Bill The Bill will implement 
recommendations from the Law Commission to 
update Victorian era law on the use of goods as 
security for loans. 

Delivering Brexit
• Repeal Bill This Bill will repeal the European 

Communities Act 1972 and convert EU law 
into UK law as we leave the EU. It will create 
temporary powers for Parliament to make 
changes to domestic law to reflect the content 
of any withdrawal agreement under Article 50.

• Customs Bill The Bill will provide for a standalone 
UK customs regime on leaving the EU and 
flexibility to accommodate future trade 
agreements with the EU and others.

• Trade Bill The Bill will put in place “the essential 
and necessary” legal framework to enable the 
UK to operate an independent trade policy upon 
exit from the European Union.

• Immigration Bill The Bill will provide for the 
repeal of EU law on immigration, in particular 
free movement. It will make the migration of EU 
nationals and their family members subject to UK 
law once the UK has left the EU.

• International Sanctions Bill The Bill will support 
the UK’s role as a permanent member of the 
UN Security Council and its central role in 
negotiating global sanctions by establishing 
a new national UK framework to implement 
international sanctions.

Building a stronger economy
• Automated and Electric Vehicles Bill The 

Bill will enable the UK to be at the forefront 
of developing new technology in electric 
and automated road vehicles. It will extend 
compulsory motor vehicle insurance to cover the 
use of automated vehicles. 

• National Insurance Contributions Bill The Bill will 
legislate for National Insurance contributions 
changes announced in the 2016 Budget and 
Autumn Statement. 

Making our country safer and more united
• Armed Forces Bill “The Bill will provide our Service 

personnel with modern, flexible opportunities to 
serve their country in ways that better suit their 
lifestyle aspirations and circumstances - while still 
ensuring our armed forces have all the resources 
and capability they need to be the best in the 
world and keep our country safe.” The Bill will 
enable forms of part-time service and limited 
geographic employment within the regular 
Armed Forces. 

• Data Protection Bill The Bill will fulfil a Conservative 
manifesto commitment to ensure the UK has a 
data protection regime that is “fit for the 21st 
century.” The Bill will include provisions to  
update the regime for data processing by law 
enforcement agencies. 

Contact James Edwards on ext. 1202
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City of London Police
City of London Police activity in June has been dominated by response to major incidents. Officers from 
City Police were integral to the police response to the terrorist attack on 4 June with our officers being the 
first armed response in Borough and are thought to have neutralised the attackers. Additionally, a number 
of officers attended to the wounded on London Bridge. Following the attack, City Police stood up the 
casualty bureau facility and assisted at the survivor reception centre at Andaz Hotel. In the days and hours 
after the attack, the force returned, once more, to an enhanced policing posture, with officers performing 
12 hour shifts and officers from the crime and economic crime directorates once again putting on uniform 
to assist colleagues. Coming so soon after the attack in Manchester and the threat level moving to critical, 
this caused officers and some support staff to work long hours over an extended period of time. Two City 
Police press officers assisted colleagues in the Greater Manchester Police press office, following the attack. 
City Police first responders were personally thanked by the Prince of Wales and Duchess of Cornwall, and 
the Mayor of London. Letters of thanks were received from the leader of the opposition and, again, from 
the Mayor. City Police has also been assisting colleagues in the Met following the Grenfell Tower fire, again 
standing up the casualty bureau and offering family liaison and other skills. City Police armed response also 
attended the attack at Finsbury Park on19 June.    

Contact Teresa La Thangue

Strategic Review
As mentioned in previous briefings, the Trust’s Funding 
Strategy for 2018-23 has been agreed by the City 
Bridge Trust Committee and will now be presented 
to the Court of Common Council in July for final 
approval. We look forward to Member’s continuing 
support and would be happy to respond to any 
queries prior to the meeting.

Bridge to Work
Members will be aware that two grants over £500,000 
were approved at the June Court of Common 
Council. These awards were made under the Trust’s 
Bridge to Work programme, which will support 
disabled people into employment and bring the 
total funds distributed up to £4.5m, a significant sum 
which will make a huge difference to the lives of 
disabled Londoners.

June Grants Committee
At the Trust’s recent committee meeting, almost £2m 
was awarded to 17 charities for work across London 
- a full list can be found here. These included three 
grants made under the Trust’s Strategic Initiatives 
programme to provide additional resources and 
support within the Lesbian Gay Bisexual and 
Transgender sector. These resulted from a special 
meeting convened by the Trust and a report by 
Trust for London called “Still Out There” which 
identified a number of issues that had led to the 
closure of some LGBT organisations. It is expected 
that the three awards totalling £663,000 will make 
a significant and positive difference to the lives of 
LGBT people in London, both on an individual service 
basis and through helping to protect and develop 
key agencies which themselves provide important 
support to this sector.

City Bridge Trust Contact Martin Hall on ext. 3705

General Election 2017 – Results Summary Contact Jeremy Blackburn on ext. 1942

With no party achieving the necessary 326 seats to win an overall majority, Westminster has its second 
hung parliament in seven years. Turnout was approximately 69% - the highest since the Labour landslide 
of 1997. The Conservatives won 318 seats, down 13 on 2015, while Labour got 262 seats, up 30 from the 
last election. The Conservatives did however take 12 seats in Scotland. The SNP fell to 35 seats, a loss of 
21. The Liberal Democrats gained only four seats and now have 12 MPs. The trend evident in the Stormont 
devolved elections continued with UUP and SDLP wiped out by DUP and Sinn Fein respectively. The DUP 
now have 10 seats and Sinn Fein has seven. In Wales, Plaid Cymru picked up one additional seat. The Green 
Party retained the single seat it had in Brighton whilst UKIP lost theirs in Clackton. Following the election the 
Prime Minister announced her intention to form a minority government with the DUP. After two weeks of 
negotiations an agreement has now been reached which will see the DUP back Theresa May’s minority 
government in key votes in Parliament. As a result of the agreement there will be £1bn extra funding for 
Northern Ireland over the next two years. Further information about the election result, new Ministers and the 
agreement with the DUP is available from the Corporate Affairs and Parliamentary Teams.

Committee and Sheriff elections
Alderman Timothy Hailes and Neil Redcliffe have been elected to serve as Sheriffs of the City of London 
for 2017-18. Both serving for one year and will be admitted into office on 28 September. Deputy Clare 
James was elected as Chairman of the Board of Governors of the City of London School for Girls and Nick 
Bensted-Smith was elected as Deputy Chairman. The new Chairman of the Gresham (City Side) Committee 
is Deputy Dr Giles Shilson and the new Deputy Chairman is Simon Duckworth.
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Gresham College

Open Spaces  

West Ham Park
Bringing Communities together
Saturday 29 and 30 July, 12pm – 7pm 
Hafs Academy is an Islamic faith school located in 
Maryland, close to West Ham Park. Their aim is to 
promote mutual respect, tolerance and community 
cohesion. In partnership with the academy, the 
park is hosting this event which aims to create 
and strengthen positive relationships within local 
communities by bringing people together. Everyone 
is invited to enjoy fairground rides, cultural foods, 
arts and craft exhibitions whilst providing free health 
checks and wellbeing advice stalls. Entrance to the 
event is free, however there will be charges for food 
and fairground rides etc. The park has arranged for 
Brazilian band Taru to perform on the Bandstand 
from 1.30pm with their Salsa sounds and their 
interactive percussion session.

City Gardens  
Open Gardens Squares Weekend 
Saturday 17 and 18 June  
Over 40 guided walks took place over the Open 
Garden Squares Weekend. Some of the City’s open 
spaces that took part included St Olave Hart Street 
Churchyard, Postman’s Park and Beech Garden’s. 

Epping Forest  
Explore the Sounds of the Forest Walk 
Sunday 30 July 9am -12pm Meet at The View 
Experience and explore the forest through sound 
with artist Gayle Chong Kwan and a sound recordist. 
Listen deeply and use sound recording equipment 
to weave personal memories and experiences of 
Epping Forest. Have your chance to contribute 
creatively to an artwork at the Barbican later in the 
year. Booking required. 
 
Outdoor Theatre: Wind in the Willows 
Sunday 9 July Barn Hoppitt, Chingford 
A delightful and innovative promenade production, 
based on Kenneth Grahame’s book, takes an 
unsuspecting audience on an exciting journey to 
meet Mole, Ratty, Badger and Toad in their homes 
and follows them as they pursue the weasely 
weasels and sly stoats! This production is full of music 
and dance, starting with a picnic and ending with 
a dance involving the entire audience. Booking 
required.

Contact Roush Islam on ext 3571

How to Spot a Roman Emperor 
Professor Mary Beard will lecture on images of the 
Roman Emperors. This is also part of the Londinium 
Festival and a joint lecture with the Royal Historical 
Society. Beard is Professor of Classics at the University 
of Cambridge, Fellow of Newham College, and 
Royal Academy of Arts Professor of Ancient 
Literature. The lecture takes place on 26 October, 
6-7pm, at the Museum of London. 
All the lectures are open to the public on a 
first-come, first-served basis. In 2017-18 we expect 
to start live-streaming most of our lectures to make 
them more accessible. 

Roman London’s First Voices. 
Who were the earliest London citizens? In this lecture, 
part of City of London’s Londinium Festival, Dr Roger 
Tomlin explores the tablets which reveal the lives and 
interests of some of London’s earliest inhabitants. Dr 
Tomlin is Chief Researcher for Roman Inscriptions of 
Britain III and a Fellow at Wolfson College, University 
of Oxford. The lecture will take place on 10 October, 
1-2pm, at the Museum of London. 

You can find out more about these lectures and 
many more on the Gresham College website.

Contact Lucia Graves on 020 7831 0575

Contact Neil Davies on ext. 3327   City of London Academies and Schools
City schools Arts Exhibition
The City Corporation’s family of schools will be hosting an arts exhibition at the Livery Hall on 5 July 2017. 
Students from the its secondary and primary schools will have the opportunity to exhibit their art. The Livery Hall 
will be open for viewings from 1pm until 5pm. All Members are welcome to drop in at any time. Students will 
be at the Livery Hall until approximately 2pm, so if you would like to meet the artists, Members are encouraged 
to attend earlier in the afternoon. 

Contact Jeanne Barnard on 1864

World Para Athletics Championships - ticket discount
The World Para Athletics Championships will be taking place in London’s Queen Elizabeth Olympic 
Park between 14-23 July. The organisers of the event are offering City of London residents and staff tickets 
for just £9 per adult and £3 per child (16 years and under). Top category A tickets for the most popular sessions 
are usually priced at £45 so that’s a huge saving of £36. To claim the offer residents need to visit their website 
and use promo code LON2017. 

mailto:roush.islam%40cityoflondon.gov.uk?subject=
http://www.gresham.ac.uk/
mailto:l.graves%40gresham.ac.uk?subject=
mailto:Neil.davies@cityoflondon.gov.uk
mailto:jeanne.barnard@cityoflondon.gov.uk
http://www.paraathleticschampionships.com/londonresidents
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City of London School for Girls (CLSG)
Air Pollution Presentation Year 7 & 8 students 
attended a presentation by leading air quality 
academic Dr Ian Mudway at CLSG. Dr Mudway, 
Lecturer in Respiratory Toxicology at King’s College 
London, is currently researching the response of lungs 
to inhaled pollutants. The presentation was part of 
the Low Emission Neighbourhood project which is 
expected to have a transformative impact on air 
quality in the Barbican and Golden Lane area.
Middlesex County Archery Champion Year 8 student 
Himaaya Peiris won the Middlesex County Archery 
Championships, held at Brunel University. Himaaya 
won the Junior Lady Recurve category with a score 
of 1144 . Her team went on to finish as the top Junior 
Bristol Team and Himaaya was also the highest junior 
scorer of the whole competition. Himaaya was 
presented with the Ryder Dickinson Trophy, a cup for 
highest junior girl and a gold medal. 
Prep Takeover Day 27 May saw the entire Prep 
department takeover the Guildhall Art Gallery in the 
fourth annual CLSG Prep Takeover Day. The Prep girls 
were full of energy as they gave tours of the galleries, 
lectured on Victorian art works, performed poems in 
the WW1 exhibition and presented world premieres 
of their own Latin plays against the backdrop of the 
Roman amphitheatre.

Contact Sam Robson on 5549

City of London School (CLS)
Appointment of new Head Sarah Fletcher leaves in 
July to take up her new post as High Mistress at St. 
Paul’s Girls School. She has achieved a tremendous 
amount in her time at CLS, including enhancing 
facilities, exam results and Oxbridge offers. Alan Bird, 
previous Deputy Head of Brighton College has been 
appointed as Head and will be starting in January 
2018.
Sponsored Walk Students and Staff embarked on the 
annual eleven mile Sponsored Walk. From Hampton 
Court to Kew Gardens, the whole School was out for 
most of the day. Sponsorship money for Centrepoint 
is still coming in; it is anticipated that several thousand 
pounds will be raised.
Peter Pan Our Lower School Production of Peter Pan 
this term was a sell out and a massive hit amongst 
staff, parents and pupils. The three day run saw 
Peter flying out into the audience via a harness; the 
School’s most ambitious stage show yet. 
Young Lord Mayor A Sixth Form pupil has been 
elected Member of Parliament for the City of London 
in the UK Youth Parliament. This means that, in 
addition to being Young Lord Mayor, he will be able 
to represent and speak for the boys of CLS and the 
rest of the young people of the City of London. He will 
speak in the House of Commons in November and will 
be received by the Prime Minister at Downing Street. 
This is the first time a CLS pupil has held both of the 
high posts of youth representation in London.

Contact Georgina Berry on 0203 680 6414

City of London Academy Southwark
The Grenfell Tower fire drew an immediate response 
from City of London Academy students as they 
clubbed together for an impromptu fundraising day. 
More than £400 was quickly raised for the victims of 
the disaster, a heartening effort that brought out the 
very best of our youngsters. 16 year old Callum Bryson 
spoke in front of more than 750 media innovators 
at the prestigious Global Editors Network summit 
in Vienna. Callum, who studies physics, maths, 
psychology and chemistry, was representing the so-
called ‘Generation Z’ and shared his views on news 
media and trends, and received a rousing reception. 
Year 9 students attended the launch of the Walk of 
Fame on Tower Bridge, which celebrates the ordinary 
people who have worked at the bridge since its 
construction. The pupils created their decorative 
plaques as part of their Art GCSE, taking inspiration 
from the bridge’s intricate details. Year 13 student 
Sara said: “We were shown old photos of people who 
had worked on the bridge and that really gave us 
the inspiration for our designs.” It was another great 
month for the basketball academy, with Cheyenne 
Scott becoming the Academys’ seventh student 
this year to earn a National Collegiate Athletic 
Association scholarship in 2017. Our Year 11s said 
goodbye in style as they head off for fresh challenges, 
with plenty of shirt-signing, cheers and just a few tears 
at their final assembly.

Contact Marcus Huntley at 020 7394 5100

City of London Freemen’s School
Over £5,000 raised for youth charity 
Leatherhead Youth Project (LYP) hosted their first ever 
Gala Dinner in June in order to raise much needed 
funds for their work with local young people. Hosted 
by City of London Freemen’s School in Ashtead, the 
event welcomed 70 guests for a three course meal, 
with the sounds of the School’s Band, The Buskers. The 
evening included speeches from young people who 
have benefitted from LYP’s work, including Martin 
Fuller, aged 23, who grew up attending several LYP 
projects before being supported into completing 
his youth work degree and is now a full time youth 
worker, in Leatherhead. The guests also heard from 
Chloe Tullett, 18, who attended BFree Youth Café for 
many years before completing her Duke of Edinburgh 
award and then joining the Allsaints Coffee Shop 
team, the social enterprise launched by LYP. Joe 
Crome, General Manager of LYP said “The event was 
a huge success for us, we’ve never raised so much 
funding in one evening and this amount of money 
allows us to achieve so much. We received fantastic 
feedback from the guests who attended, and we’re 
really proud of our young people who both made 
really moving speeches.” Roland Martin, Headmaster 
of City of London Freemen’s “We are delighted to be 
able to support LYP in the impressive, valuable and 
vital work they do making positive changes in the 
lives of young people and in the North Leatherhead 
community.”

Contact Jason Harrison-Miles at 01372 82244

mailto:Neil.davies@cityoflondon.gov.uk
mailto:marketing@clsg.org.uk
mailto:Georgina.berry@cityoflondonschool.org.uk
mailto:mhuntley@cityacademy.co.uk
mailto:Jason.Harrison-Miles@freemens.org
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Supporting our City residents
In May, a musical sing-along with live piano 
accompaniment and musical facilitator in the 
Barbican Music Library was held. Members of the 
City of London Corporation’s Memory Group and 
Age UK sang songs they know and love at the event 
which was held during Dementia Awareness Week. 

Contact Charlotte Jones on 020 8763 80672. 

‘Release the Pressure’ campaign
The City Corporation has launched a campaign, 
following Kent County Council’s ‘Release the 
Pressure’ campaign, to raise awareness of the 
support available to those experiencing mental ill 
health, with a particular focus on men. This 
four-week campaign includes digital adverts in the 
City’s underground and rail stations and a longer 
running social media campaign.

Contact Xenia Koumi on ext. 3378

Integrating commissioning for health, public health 
and social care services
The City Corporation, Hackney Council and the City 
and Hackney Clinical Commissioning Group have 
begun jointly commissioning health, public health 
and social care services. Integrated commissioning 
will reduce duplication, make the most of the 
organisations’ shared knowledge and resources and 
improve outcomes by better meeting the diverse 
needs of communities. 

Contact Ellie Ward on ext.1535. 

Tackling social isolation 
As part of our work to reduce loneliness in the City 
of London, the City Corporation established the 
Social Wellbeing Panel, comprising elected Members 
and senior Community and children service’s 
officers, to hear about successful interventions being 
implemented in other London boroughs. Read more 
about the emerging themes: ‘Improving Social 
Wellbeing in the City of London’.  

Contact Adam Johnstone on ext. 3453.

Raising awareness of financial abuse 
The DCCS is working with City Police and Trading 
Standards to prevent people from becoming victims 
of financial abuse. City residents received a leaflet in 
March offering tips on how to spot scams and what 
to do if they think they are being targeted. This is 
part of an ongoing preventative programme which 
will progress throughout the year and join up with 
initiatives including Scams Awareness Month (July). 

Contact Rachel Morrison on ext 1722.

Raising awareness of private fostering in the City 
During this year’s awareness week (3-7 July), 
representatives from the City of London Corporation 
will be out and about in community settings 
including libraries and schools to explain more about 
private fostering and to share awareness-raising 
materials like our app.
Contact the Children and Families Team on ext. 3621 

(out of hours 020 8356 2710).

London Metropolitan Archives (LMA) Contact Geoff Pick on ext. 3833

Big Ben, Liberty Bell and Bow Bells: Archives of 
Whitechapel Bell Foundry 
Whitechapel Bell Foundry founded in Whitechapel, 
East London in 1570 is the oldest manufacturing 
business still in operation in the UK. With the closure 
of the premises and move from Whitechapel in June, 
LMA has been working in partnership with the firm to 
safeguard its rich business archives. The archives are 
now safely stored at LMA which is working closely 
with the depositor to make them accessible for 
research.

Celebrating Volunteers
As part of a series of celebratory events in 2017 in 
connection with the 950th anniversary of the City 
of London Corporation’s extensive archives, LMA 
held a party during International Volunteers’ Week 
(1-7 June) to honour volunteers’ contributions. LMA 
volunteers make a huge contribution to its work. They 
help progress projects, support its vision and add to 
the vibrancy and energy of the organisation. From 
experienced family history volunteers supporting first 
time visitors on Saturdays; conservation volunteers 
cleaning and packaging archive collections to 
ensure their future preservation; to cataloguing 
volunteers creating online indexes to improve 
public access: anyone who has visited LMA, used its 
digitised records online or the catalogue or website, 
may have benefited from their work.

Trading Standards Contact Steve Playle ext. 3123 

City of London Trading Standards stops fraudsters
The City of London’s Trading Standards Team continues to participate in Operation Broadway, an initiative 
to tackle investment fraudsters who want to base themselves in the Square Mile. The team works closely 
with mail forwarding businesses and serviced office providers to clamp down on those people who try to 
financially abuse vulnerable consumers across the UK. Fraudsters try to sell products such as wine, diamonds 
and gold mines as “guaranteed” investments, promising annual returns of up to 10%. Invariably, the returns 
fail to materialise and consumers lose all their money. This week, a tip off from a serviced office provider led 
to the identification of a potential boiler room. Swift action by Trading Standards enabled officers to locate 
an 81 year old victim in the Midlands and prevent £5,000 of the victim’s money from reaching the scammers.

mailto:charlotte.jones2@cityoflondon.gov.uk
mailto:Xenia.koumi@cityoflondon.gov.uk
http://colnet/Departments/Community%20and%20Childrens%20Services/Pages/Integrated-Commissioning.aspx
mailto:ellie.ward@cityoflondon.gov.uk
https://www.cityoflondon.gov.uk/services/health-and-wellbeing/healthy-living/Pages/social-wellbeing.aspx
https://www.cityoflondon.gov.uk/services/health-and-wellbeing/healthy-living/Pages/social-wellbeing.aspx
mailto:adam.johnstone@cityoflondon.gov.uk
mailto:Rachel.Morrison@cityoflondon.gov.uk
https://www.cityoflondon.gov.uk/services/children-and-families/children-social-care-early-help/Pages/private-fostering.aspx
https://www.cityoflondon.gov.uk/services/children-and-families/children-social-care-early-help/Pages/private-fostering.aspx
mailto:dccsdutyf&ypteam@cityoflondon.gov.uk
mailto:geoff.pick@cityoflondon.gov.uk
mailto:steve.playle%40cityoflondon.gov.uk?subject=


Into the Unknown: A Journey through Science 
Fiction exhibition opens 
In June Barbican International Enterprises opened 
this festival-style exhibition curated by Swiss writer 
Patrick Gyger that is taking place across the 
Barbican Centre over the summer, encompassing 
literature, contemporary art, film, music, comic books 
and video games to present a new perspective 
on Science Fiction. Alongside the main display in 
the Barbican’s Curve Gallery, there also are film 
screenings in the Barbican Cinema, a pop up 
outdoor cinema on the Barbican’s sculpture court, 
music performances in the Barbican Hall, as well as a 
public programme of talks and events in partnership 
with New Scientist and Penguin Classics. 

887 
Robert Lepage’s 887, co-produced by the Barbican, 
opened in the Theatre to a fantastic critical 
response, with five-star reviews in City A.M and 
What’s On Stage and four-star reviews from the 
Evening Standard, Financial Times, The Times, The 

Independent, Time Out and an excellent write-up 
from the New Scientist. Robert Lepage discussed 
the production on BBC Radio 4’s Start the Week with 
Andrew Marr, and also spoke to BBC Radio 3’s Free 
Thinking as part of their Canada150 celebrations.

Barbican Box goes to Manchester
The Lord Mayor generously supported a regional 
pilot of Barbican Box, taking it beyond London for 
the first time. Barbican Box – Barbican Guildhall 
Creative Learning’s flagship schools programme – 
has been running in London for five years, supporting 
students and teachers to create theatre, music or 
art from scratch. The Box itself is always beautifully 
designed and filled with creative inspiration chosen 
by world-class artists. The regional pilot involved 
four schools and colleges from Greater Manchester 
with a theatre Box curated by leading theatre 
company Complicite. The Lord Mayor spoke at the 
showcase event held in Manchester to celebrate the 
achievements of the students. 
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Barbican Centre Contact John Kelly on ext. 2389

Guildhall School of Music & Drama
Trumpeter William Thomas wins Lutine Prize 2017
The Lutine Prize, Junior Guildhall’s most prestigious 
award which showcases young talent has been 
awarded to 16-year-old trumpeter William Thomas. 
The final took place on 3 July with adjudicators John 
Holmes, Chief Examiner for Associated Board of the 
Royal Schools of Music and distinguished conductor 
and musician Peter Esswood.

Queen’s Birthday Honours 2017
Two Guildhall School alumni, Sarah Lancashire 
OBE and Roderick Williams, were recognised in 
the Queen’s Birthday Honours 2017 and made 
Officers of the Most Excellent Order of the British 
Empire (OBE). Sarah Lancashire OBE, actor and 
director, was recognised for her services to drama. 
Roderick Williams OBE, composer and opera singer 
(baritone), was recognised for his services to music. 

We Are Guildhall video wins prestigious award 
We Are Guildhall, the video produced in 2016 to 
tell the story of the Guildhall School and convey 
its diverse, open, and innovative approach to 
performing arts, was recognised in the Council for 
Advancement and Support of Education’s Circle of 
Excellence Awards, receiving Gold in the category 
of General Information Videos (Short). 

Crazy For You at the Summer Gala
On 10 and 11 July, the Summer Gala celebrates 
the end of the Guildhall School’s year with dinner, 
drinks and the summer musical which this year is 
Crazy For You, with music and lyrics by George and 
Ira Gershwin and book by Ken Ludwig. Tickets are 
available here.

Contact Rebecca Driver, 
Rebecca Driver Media Relations 020 7247 1894

Contact Jo Hutchinson, GSMD 020 7382 6130

London Symphony Orchestra (LSO)
June saw the London Symphony Orchestra on tour in Denmark and Finland (Copenhagen, Aalborg and 
Lahti) with Michael Tilson Thomas conducting Nielsen and Tchaikovsky, in Paris for a huge Games Music 
concert of music by Nobuo Uematsu, and at home in the Barbican for a further seven concerts. On 25 
June Robert Trevino made his LSO debut in Mahler’s monumental Third Symphony, taking over at short 
notice from Daniel Harding. Lord Mayor’s Appeal events started with the City Dip on 2 June and finished 
with an evening of music-and-wine-tasting with the LSO at the Mansion House on 21 June. LSO Discovery 
education and community team had a busy month preparing for end of year projects. ‘The Firebird’ was 
used for two daytime schools concerts and a Family concert presented by Rachel Leach on 3 and 5 June. 
80 East London children and their excited family and friends took over the Barbican foyers before the annual 
Discovery Showcase on 22 June, which this year featured the Gamelan Club from LSO St Luke’s on stage 
with LSO Strings, and  teenagers from LSO On Track Next Generation side-by-side with the LSO. New music 
was specially commissioned from Fraser Trainer, Howard Moody and Cevanne Horrocks-Hopayian so that 
the unusual combinations of instrumentalists could play together. Finally, rehearsals stepped up a gear for 
Discovery’s childrens choirs who are appearing with Sir Simon Rattle, the LSO and students from Guildhall 
School in the world premiere of Andrew Norman’s A trip to the Moon next month.

Contact Edward Appleyard on 020 7382 2521

http://www.cityam.com/265874/887-barbican-review-unmissable-evening-fans-lepages
http://www.whatsonstage.com/london-theatre/reviews/887-barbican-robert-lepage-ex-machina_43807.html
http://www.standard.co.uk/goingout/theatre/887-theatre-review-a-richly-autobiographical-journey-into-questions-of-memory-a3557721.html
https://www.ft.com/content/b79f2d32-4787-11e7-8d27-59b4dd6296b8?mhq5j=e3
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/theatre-887-at-the-barbican-lwzvjrk3v
http://www.independent.co.uk/arts-entertainment/theatre-dance/reviews/887-review-barbican-theatre-london-canada-quebec-one-man-show-autobigraphy-a7773331.html
http://www.independent.co.uk/arts-entertainment/theatre-dance/reviews/887-review-barbican-theatre-london-canada-quebec-one-man-show-autobigraphy-a7773331.html
https://www.timeout.com/london/theatre/887
https://www.newscientist.com/article/2134028-theatre-takes-a-technological-leap-to-probe-the-nature-of-memory/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b08sks0w
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b08vylym
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b08vylym
mailto:John.Kelly@barbican.org.uk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Lql0yGXPTWw
http://www.case.org/Awards/Circle_of_Excellence.html
http://www.case.org/Awards/Circle_of_Excellence.html
http://www.gsmd.ac.uk/support_the_school/how_you_can_help/attend_a_fundraising_event/summer_gala_evenings/
mailto:rebecca@rdmr.co.uk
mailto:jo.hutchinson@gsmd.ac.uk
mailto:Edward.Appleyard@lso.co.uk
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Key Links City of London Website
Colnet

Communication Strategy
YouTube

Twitter
Christs Hospital

For all enquiries contact MembersBriefing@cityoflondon.gov.uk 
or telephone the Communications Office on 020 7332 3467

• Plans to rehouse the survivors of the Grenfell 
Tower fire in a housing development in Kensington 
purchased by the City of London Corporation 
generated widespread media coverage. A City 
of London Corporation spokesperson was quoted 
in the Evening Standard,  The Independent, 
The Guardian, Daily Telegraph, Daily Express, 
Business Insider, City A.M, Daily Mail, London Loves 
Business, IB Times, London Live. Further coverage 
appeared on Sky News, BBC News, Financial 
Times [£], Metro, The Guardian, The Times, The 
Sun, Huffington Post, Daily Mail, Buzzfeed News, 
Citywire and East Lothian Courier. 

• Town Clerk John Barradell was referenced in The 
Guardian on his role in the response to the Grenfell 
fire disaster. Further coverage was in The Mirror and 
The Telegraph.

• The cancellation of the annual Bankers and 
Merchants Dinner held at The Mansion House, 
due to the Grenfell Tower fire and the Chancellor 
withdrawing from giving his speech, was 
extensively covered by the media. This included 
the FT, City AM, Sun, The Week, Independent, 
Guardian, ITV News, Financial News, Reuters, 
Evening Standard, Mirror and BBC News among 
others. Ahead of the Dinner, the Lord Mayor’s 
speech, which called for the City’s voice to be 
heard in Brexit negotiations, was issued to the 
media and featured on the front page of the City 
A.M.. Further coverage was also in the Financial 
Times [£], Financial News [£], Reuters, Politico [£], 
Belfast Telegraph and Chronicle Live. 

• The rescheduled Mansion House Dinner was held 
as a breakfast event, where the speeches were 
broadcast live on BBC News and Sky News. Further 
coverage was in The Guardian, The Telegraph, BBC 
News, Financial Times (£), City A.M, This is Money, 
Reuters UK and The Sun.

• Responding to the London Bridge terror attacks, 
Lord Mayor Andrew Parmley wrote in City A.M 
about why “London is a city of commerce and 
here to stay”.

• City of London Police was mentioned and praised 
in articles regarding the London Bridge terror 
attack. Coverage appeared in The Independent, 
ITV London, The Guardian, Reuters, Metro and The 
New Statesman amongst others.

• Policy Chairman Catherine McGuinness was 
interviewed on two separate occasions by Sky 
News (i and ii), regarding the terror attacks and 
safety in the City. 

• Responding to the result of a hung Parliament, 
Policy Chairman Catherine McGuinness was 
quoted in The Guardian, Reuters, City A.M. , 
Stocks Gazette, IFA Magazine and Evening 
Standard. The Policy Chairman was also 
interviewed by BBC World News, BBC 5 Live and 
BBC Breakfast.

• The launch of the Social Mobility Employer Index 
features in a YouTube video produced for the City 
of London Corporation. The Times ran a seven 
page supplement on the Index including a joint 
opinion piece [viewable internally only] by Policy 
Chairman Catherine McGuinness with David 
Johnston, Chief Executive of the Social Mobility 
Foundation and Alan Milburn, Chairman of the 
Social Mobility Commission. Further coverage 
was in Law Society Gazette, Legal Week [£], The 
Huffington Post, City AM, Financial Times, The 
Times, Daily Mail, The Sun, Law Gazette, Business 
Daily, Legal Week, Norfolk Eastern Daily Press, East 
Midlands Business Link, Personnel Today, Irish Legal 
News, Construction News, Insider Media, Yorkshire 
Post, FE News, PR Newswire, economia and Legal 
Cheek. 

• Following reports about an EU proposal to give it 
the power to move the euro clearing business out 
of London and keep it in the EU, Policy Chairman 
Catherine McGuinness was quoted in BBC News, 
Sky News, The Daily Telegraph, The Guardian, 
City A.M., Daily Mail, Financial Times, International 
Business Times and Business Insider. Deputy Policy 
Chairman Mark Boleat was interviewed to discuss 
euro clearing on the BBC News Channel and this 
was used by the Today programme [skip to 26 
mins].

• The Hackney Gazette, Independent, The 
Huffington Post and Hackney Citizen reported on 
the City Academy Hackney reducing daily lesson 
times due to Government funding cuts. A City of 
London Corporation spokesperson was quoted.

• Alderman Alison Gowman, Chairman of the City 
of London Corporation’s charitable funder, City 
Bridge Trust, was quoted in Charity Times and 
Charity Today articles about its award of just 
£4million in grants to 49 charitable organisations 
working across the capital.

• Alison Gowman, Chairman of the City Bridge 
Trust Committee, wrote a letter in the Evening 
Standard on how City Bridge Trust is supporting 
the charity London Emergencies Trust, which 
distributes funds to the families and survivors of 
terror attacks in the capital.

• Jeremy Dagley, Head of Conservation at Epping 
Forest, wrote in The Guardian about how the 
area’s natural grasslands are flourishing.

• The Guardian ran an opinion piece by Sarah 
Hudson, a resident of the Square Mile and 
a volunteer clean air warden with the City 
of London Corporation’s anti-idling engines 
programme to coincide with National Clean Air 
Day.  

• Barbara Hamilton, Head of Adult Skills Education 
and Apprenticeships, talked to London Live about 
the City Corporation’s plan to employ and sustain 
100 apprentices. 

In the News Contact Henry Tanner on ext. 1835

http://www.cityoflondon.gov.uk/Pages/default.aspx
http://colnet/Pages/Default.aspx
http://colnet/Departments/Town%20Clerks/Public%20Relations%20Office/Pages/Policy/Home.aspx
http://www.youtube.com/user/CityofLondonvideos
https://twitter.com/cityoflondon
http://www.christs-hospital.org.uk/home/ch-publications/
mailto:MembersBriefing%40cityoflondon.gov.uk?subject=
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http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2017/06/22/kensington-chelsea-council-chief-quits-following-outrage-grenfell/
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http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/business/news/lord-mayor-of-london-to-join-growing-chorus-urging-may-to-strike-brexit-deal-35828175.html
http://www.chroniclelive.co.uk/business/business-news/north-east-business-news-live-13182687
http://news.sky.com/story/bank-of-england-governor-makes-his-case-for-no-rate-rise-10921005
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