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Contact Jay Patel on 020 7397 3467

Dragon Awards Dinner
On 26 September, the Lord Mayor celebrated 30 
years of the Lord Mayor’s Dragon Awards at the 
annual awards dinner. 

The awards highlight innovation and excellence in 
social impact. This year’s applicant firms collectively 
mobilised 7,467 volunteers who contributed over 
420,000 hours. 

The ceremony also celebrated 30 years of impact 
by applicants and featured a special recorded 
message from Sir David Rowe-Ham, founding Lord 
Mayor (1986-87) of the Lord Mayor’s Dragon Awards. 

Winners included two SMEs: Impact Creative 
Recruitment and Keytree, and a premier league 
club, Arsenal FC who won the Lord Mayor’s Award. 
The other winners were UBS, Mayer Brown, PwC and 
The Bromley by Bow Centre. 

Ambassador of Korea
On 18 October, the Lord Mayor and Lady Mayoress 
had an informal lunch with the Ambassador of Korea 
and his wife. He was able to report back on his visit to 
Seoul in February when he met with Korean Ministers, 
industry leaders and investors. 

That visit identified opportunities for collaboration on 
fintech, cyber security and insurance. 

The Lord Mayor was also able to alert the 
Ambassador that the Lord Mayor Elect plans to visit 
Korea in May 2018. 

The Lady Mayoress was also able to follow up on her 
successful diplomatic spouses’ reception which she 
hosted in Mansion House on 20 September.

mailto:Jay.Patel@cityoflondon.gov.uk
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City of London School for Girls prizegiving day
The Chief Commoner attended the City of London 
School for Girls’ prizegiving day on 6 October. 
Prizes were awarded by the Lord Mayor. The 
ceremony was attended by the Chairman of the 
Board of Governors, Deputy Clare James, her 
fellow Governors, Alderman and Sheriff Tim Hailes, 
Sheriff Neil Redcliffe, the Deputy Master, Worshipful 
Company of Environmental Cleaners, the Horners’ 
Clerk, Master of the Pattenmakers, and the Master 
Glover.

Westminster Abbey Evensong with London Mayors 
Association
On 15 October, the Chief Commoner attended 
an evensong service to celebrate the Feast of the 
Dedication of Westminster Abbey with the London 
Mayors Association. The feast marks the anniversary 
of the dedication of Westminster Abbey in 1269, 
which itself took place on the anniversary of Edward 
the Confessor being moved to a new tomb in the 
Abbey after his canonisation. The Mayors of the 
London Boroughs and members of the Greater 
London Lieutenancy attended the service, which 
was conducted by the Dean of Westminster and the 
Bishop at Lambeth. Evensong was sung by the Choir 
of Westminster Abbey and readings were given 
by the Lord-Lieutenant of Greater London and the 
Lord Mayor of Westminster. The bells of Westminster 
Abbey were rung at the end of the service.

Thames fishing experiment
The Chief Commoner took part in the 45th annual 
River Thames fishing experiment run by the Port 
Health Authority on 21 October – which was also the 
anniversary of the Battle of Trafalgar.
The Chief Commoner participated along with the 
Lord Mayor (Admiral of the Port of London) and the 
Policy Chairman at Denton Wharf in Gravesend. 
As well as being a good day out and friendly 
competition, the fishing experiment helps check 
the health of the river. There are over 120 species of 
fish in the Thames, so the river is still in good health. 
Afterwards, the Chief Commoner presented the Lord 
Mayor with a fish-shaped trophy.

Jeffrey Long Thames walk
On 23 October, the Chief Commoner met Jeffrey 
Long MBE, an 86 year old Parachute Regiment 
veteran who is walking 86 miles along the Thames 
Path to raise money for the Royal British Legion and 
the Support Our Paras charity. He started his walk 
on 21 October at the Thames Barrier and is due to 
finish at Tilehurst, Berkshire, on 31 October. This is his 
third consecutive ‘birthday walk’, having previously 
walked 84 miles along Hadrian’s Wall and 85 miles 
along the Leeds and Liverpool Canal. The Chief 
wished him well on the rest of his walk. Details for 
sponsorship can be found on Jeffrey Long’s Just 
Giving page.

Contact Peter Cannon on ext. 1758

CHIEF COMMONER

The Chief Commoner with 
Dame Felicity Lott at the 
Guildhall School of Music & 
Drama annual dinner.

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/jeffrey-long1
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/jeffrey-long1
mailto:peter.cannon@cityoflondon.gov.uk
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CHAIRMAN OF  POLICY & RESOURCES
Liberal Democrat Party Conference
The Policy Chairman and a number of Members 
attended the Liberal Democrat party conference 
in Bournemouth. On 18 September, the Policy 
Chairman hosted a roundtable with the Social 
Market Foundation on ‘What is the future for the 
City after Brexit?’ Business and political guests 
including Lord Wrigglesworth and Baroness Kramer 
expressed concern that the Government was too 
complacent about the Brexit process and there was 
a misalignment between the political negotiation 
timetable and the business decision timetable. That 
evening, the Policy Chairman hosted a dinner with a 
number of politicians and business representatives, 
including Tom Brake MP, Sutton borough leader Ruth 
Dombey and Lord Newby. Caroline Pidgeon AM 
spoke on the challenges facing London in Brexit, 
housing and infrastructure. The Policy Chairman 
also met Howard Sykes, the leader of the Local 
Government Association’s Liberal Democrat group.

Conservative Party Conference
From 1-3 October, the Policy Chairman along with 
other Members attended the Conservative party 
conference in Manchester. On 2 October, the Policy 
Chairman hosted a breakfast roundtable on The 
City Post-Brexit with the Institute of Economic Affairs, 
attended by a number of MPs and businesses. 
Liz Truss MP, Chief Secretary to the Treasury, 
emphasised the importance of financial services 
in Brexit negotiations. That afternoon, the Policy 
Chairman spoke on a panel with, Theresa Villiers MP 
and Stephen Crabb MP on ‘Will Brexit make the UK 
less attractive to the skilled people our economy 
needs?’at a fringe held by the City Corporation with 
Localis. In the evening, the Policy Chairman hosted a 
dinner with 60 political and business guests including 
eight MPs. Andrew Jones MP, Exchequer Secretary 
to the Treasury, spoke on the future of London. The 
Policy Chairman also had meetings with Jeremy 
Quin MP and John Penrose MP.

Contact Peter Cannon on ext. 1758

Facefront Inclusive Theatre, Enfield visit
On 5 October, the Policy Chairman visited the Face 
Front Inclusive Theatre in Enfield – a project that 
the City Bridge Trust gives £99,000 over three years 
towards the salary of a full-time Artistic Director 
and associated running costs in order to provide 
multi-accessible theatre and workshops for young 
disabled children in transition and to develop the 
skills of disabled artists. She was accompanied by 
Cllr Doug Taylor, Leader of Enfield Council and both 
individuals got fully involved in the workshops.

Contact Emma Sawers on ext. 1413

US Chamber of Commerce Delegation
In September the Policy Chairman hosted a 
breakfast for the US Chamber of Commerce’s cyber 
security focused delegation and British American 
Business. The breakfast was an opportunity to 
engage with senior investors from the US cyber 

security community, continue to raise the City of 
London’s profile on cyber security and also make 
useful connections ahead of the policy visit to the US 
in November.

Contact Lisa Taylor on ext. 3643
Labour Party Conference
At the Labour Party Conference in Brighton, the City 
of London Corporation held a private roundtable 
and drinks reception. The private roundtable, in 
partnership with the Fabians, examined key Brexit 
and financial services issues. The guest speakers were 
Sir Keir Starmer MP, Shadow Secretary of State for 
Exiting the European Union and Seema Malhotra MP, 
of the Exiting the European Union Select Committee. 
The Association of British Insurers, PwC, the 
Investment Association and a number of others were 
represented around the table. The Policy Chairman 
Catherine McGuinness stressed the urgency of 
securing transitional arrangements, as firms in the 
financial services sector were implementing their 
contingency plans right now. These concerns were 
echoed around the table, as many emphasised the 
need for greater clarity and urgency on what deal 
would be agreed. 

SNP Conference
The City Corporation held a roundtable in 
partnership with Holyrood Magazine. The guest 
speakers were Mike Russell MSP, Minister for UK 
Negotiations on Scotland’s Place in Europe and 
Keith Brown MSP, Cabinet Secretary for Economy, 
Jobs and Fair Work. Around the table were 
representatives from the likes of the London Stock 
Exchange Group, Scottish Council for Development 
and Industry and Aberdeen Standards Investments. 
Both Russell and Brown spoke about the Scottish 
Government in the Brexit debate. Russell called 
the referendum “chaotic and unnecessary” while 
Brown expressed his concerns about the possibility 
of no deal but that the Scottish Government was 
still looking to build its presence in major European 
centres. Speaking for the City Corporation, 
Catherine McGuinness talked about the “Three Ts” 
– trade, talent and transition, the most important of 
those securing transitional arrangements as soon as 
is feasible. 

Contact Colton Richards on ext. 1357

Meeting with the Financial Conduct Authority
On 4 October the Policy Chairman and the 
Director of Economic Development met with 
Chris Woolard, Executive Director of Strategy and 
Competition at the Financial Conduct Authority 
(FCA). They agreed that there was good potential 
for a strong relationship between the FCA and 
the City Corporation, focusing on shared priorities. 
In particular, they discussed FinTech, including 
the FCA’s Regulatory Sandbox and cooperation 
agreements with overseas regulators. They also 
discussed the increasing connections some 
universities are forging with the FinTech sector. 

Contact Dan Turnbull

mailto:peter.cannon@cityoflondon.gov.uk
mailto:emma.sawers@cityoflondon.gov.uk
mailto:lisa.taylor@cityoflondon.gov.uk
mailto:colton.richards@cityoflondon.gov.uk
mailto:daniel.turnbull@cityoflondon.gov.uk


Brexit - Financial Regulation and Supervision
Policy Chairman Catherine McGuinness appeared 
before a Lords Committee to answer questions 
on the future of financial services regulation post-
Brexit. She was joined on the panel by International 
Regulatory Strategy Group (IRSG) Chairman Mark 
Hoban and Rachel Kent, a Partner at Hogan Lovells. 
When asked what the sector’s key priorities were 
post Brexit, Hoban said that firms were interested 
in ensuring the UK remained well regulated and a 
desirable place to do business. The Policy Chairman 
emphasised the need for “certainty, stability and 
proportionality” in the regulatory environment. She 
referred to the IRSG’s intention to publish a report 
before the end of the year on regulatory coherence 
post-Brexit. The Policy Chairman said that the scale 
of the impact of Brexit on the sector depended on 
the terms of the deal that was struck. She stressed 
the importance of an early announcement on 
transition to provide business with certainty and to 
avoid premature decisions on relocation. Pressed 
by the Committee on when an announcement 
should be made, McGuinness said that the next few 
weeks were “critical” in preventing some businesses 
activating their contingency plans. Turning to what 
a future deal might look like for financial services, 
Rachel Kent said that a bespoke agreement would 
be the best outcome for the UK and the EU. Mutual 
access would avoid relocation costs and other costs 
being passed to consumers. The panel stressed the 
significance of London as a global financial centre 
with a comprehensive ecosystem. To conclude the 
session, Baroness Neville-Rolfe (Con) asked whether 
Brexit would reduce the scope for the UK to innovate 
or continue to be the hub for growing sectors such as 
FinTech. McGuinness noted that the UK was a world 
leader in innovation and would still have the ability 
to shape global regulations following Brexit. Kent 
agreed and said she took “massive pride” that the 
UK was the leading FinTech sector globally because 
of the “right touch, not light touch” approach to 
regulation. 

Online Fraud
City Police Commissioner Ian Dyson joined Home 
Office Permanent Secretary Philip Rutnam to 
respond to the Public Accounts Committee’s 
questions on online fraud. In opening exchanges 
with Committee Chairman Meg Hillier (Lab), 
Rutnam stressed that this was an area of crime 
that the Home Office was taking very seriously, not 
just because of the economic losses but because 
of the emotional impact on consumers and the 
reputational risk for the UK as a place to do business. 
He accepted criticism that there had been a lack 
of transparency in the work of the Joint Fraud 
Taskforce but said this was now being addressed. 
Asked why there was a gap between the number 
of incidences of fraud and the number of cases 
reported, Commissioner Dyson explained that many 
victims felt a sense of shame that they had been 
duped and chose not to report the fraud and, when 

refunded by their bank, often did not feel a need 
to then report it. He also said there had been some 
issues with reporting through Action Fraud but a new 
reporting system due to be delivered by the end of 
the year would have much greater functionality. 
Geoffrey Clifton-Brown (Con) welcomed the work of 
the City Police in this area but questioned what more 
could be done to ensure it was a focus for other 
forces. Commissioner Dyson explained that the British 
Policing model is based on local accountability 
and it was for Police and Crime Commissioners to 
set their force priorities. However, he said, although 
only a relatively small number of forces listed 
fraud as a priority, a much larger number listed 
protecting vulnerable people as a key objective. The 
Commissioner also explained that the City Police are 
conducting peer reviews of other forces to assess 
their capability to deal with fraud cases and Her 
Majesty’s Inspectorate of Constabulary were also 
due to inspect Forces on fraud work. 

London and Brexit 
The London Assembly’s EU Exit Working Group 
took evidence from the Mayor of London on his 
work on Brexit. The Mayor told the Group that he 
was “impressed” by Brexit Secretary David Davis’ 
willingness to engage with him. Asked about his 
current priorities for discussion with Davis, he told the 
Group that detail was needed on any transitional 
deal by “quarter 1 of next year at the latest” to 
give businesses certainty and prevent them from 
initiating contingency plans. Fragmentation of 
London’s businesses as a result of ‘no deal’ would 
be “lose-lose” for the UK and EU, he argued, with 
New York and Singapore more likely than European 
cities to benefit from relocations. Despite this, he 
said, London’s underlying strengths would ensure it 
remained “the greatest city in the world” after Brexit. 
Asked about the opportunities posed by Brexit for 
further devolution, Khan agreed that there was “a 
serious discussion to be had” about a future deal. 
He warned, however, that care would also need 
to be taken to ensure that Brexit did not result “in a 
loss of control over powers and resources.” Asked 
about the regional visa proposals advanced by 
the City Corporation and the London Chamber 
of Commerce and Industry, Khan praised the 
“excellent work,” but argued that what was needed 
was “a national immigration system that understands 
our needs.” 

Contact James Edwards on ext. 1202
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Corporate Plan - Members’ Breakfast
On the 7 November, Andrew Carter, Director of Community and Children’s Services and Kate Smith, Head 
of Corporate Strategy and Performance (CSP), will be hosting a Members’ Breakfast session from 08:30-
10:00. This is on behalf of the Corporate Strategy and Performance Team to gather further Member input 
on the draft Corporate Plan 2018-23. It will also be an opportunity to help the City of London Corporation 
determine how to use the sum of its parts to fulfil its proposed vision of a vibrant and thriving City, supporting 
a sustainable and diverse London, within a globally-successful UK.  The CSP Team are keen to gather 
Member views on the ways in which success can be defined and measured for this Plan, and how the City 
Corporation can ensure that the Corporate Strategy is understood and supported internally and externally. 
The meeting will take place in the Members’ Private Dining room, with breakfast available from 8.30am. If 
you can attend this breakfast, please email corporate.plan@cityoflondon.gov.uk to book your place.

City Bridge Trust Chairman’s Dinner
On the evening of 12 October, the Trust held its annual Chairman’s dinner in the Guildhall Livery Hall and 
Crypts. The event was attended by a range of guests, including recipients of grant awards from the Trust 
and direct beneficiaries of their services. The main speaker of the evening was Matthew Ryder QC, Deputy 
Mayor of London for Social Integration, Social Mobility and Community Engagement. The Deputy Mayor 
commended the work of the City Bridge Trust and spoke about the Mayoral strategies for making London a 
better place to live and work by tackling inequalities.
Bridge to Work Launch
The Trust formally launched its Bridge to Work programme supporting young disabled Londoners into 
employment at an event held at Speaker’s House on the 19 October. The event was attended by the 
charity partners involved in delivering the programme, which include Action on Disability, Inclusion London, 
National Autistic Society, and Muscular Dystrophy UK, along with private sector employers interested in 
taking part in the scheme which will break down the barriers to employment for disabled people through 
practical support and guidance for both employers and those seeking work. Also announced at the event 
was a £350,000 bursary scheme to be operated on behalf of the Trust by Leonard Cheshire Disability. This 
will award bursaries of up to £4,000 per person to small and medium sized companies and charities across 
London to provide paid work experience to young disabled Londoners.

City Bridge Trust Contact Martin Hall on ext. 3705

Contact John Galvin on ext. 1275

Publications
A statistical update on City of London jobs analyses data from the Office for National Statistics. It shows that 
the number of workers in the City has risen to 483,000. On 12 October the Policy Chairman gave the opening 
keynote at the launch of the City of London Corporation and KPMG publication, The Value of Fintech, which 
unpacks the term Fintech and the sector’s value to the economy. 
Responsible Business
On 19 October the Lord Mayor, welcomed senior representatives from businesses participating in the 
‘Apprenticeships in the City’ programme. The event covered the benefits of apprenticeships to diversity 
agendas and plugging skills gaps, and outlined considerations for smaller firms ensuring the levy works for 
them. On 4 October the Lord Mayor Elect introduced 60 Leaders of Tomorrow, the next generation of City 
business leaders, to ‘The Business of Trust’ – our new programme of work challenging City businesses to raise 
their game in taking forward, and communicating, more trustworthy actions.  
European and International Engagement
From 8 to 11 October, the Lord Mayor visited Ireland and Northern Ireland accompanied by the Policy 
Chairman, and other senior City Corporation representatives. The aim of the visit was to send a confident 
message about the strength and resilience of the City, underline the importance of continued access to 
the City for high-growth EU27 economies post-Brexit, and exchange views on post-Brexit arrangements for 
EU financial services. The Policy Chairman hosted the Brussels Office Reception on 9 October, and gave 
an introductory speech underlining the need for a strong future EU-UK relationship, and early agreement of 
transitional arrangements. 

UK Financial and Professional Services Contact Isabelle Almeida on ext. 3587

Equality and Inclusion Annual Report Contact Moushumi Bhadra on ext 1324

The City of London Corporation’s Equality and Inclusion Annual Report for 2016-17 sets out how the City 
Corporation met its obligations around equality and inclusion in service delivery and in employment under 
the Public Sector Equality Duty during 2016-17. The report demonstrates the huge range and breadth of work 
that takes place across the organisation to ensure that it provides effective and customer-focused services 
both in the Square Mile and more widely across the capital. It is also committed to ensuring that the City 
Corporation is a diverse and inclusive place to work. This is visible in the establishment and encouragement 
of the six Staff Diversity Networks. Members are required to demonstrate due regard to the Public Sector 
Equality Duty by assessing equality and inclusion considerations when making decisions in Committee. A 
short presentation on the Public Sector Equality Duty and some guidance are available for your information. 

mailto:corporate.plan@cityoflondon.gov.uk
https://www.london.gov.uk/people/mayoral/matthew-ryder
https://www.london.gov.uk/people/mayoral/matthew-ryder
https://actionondisability.org.uk/
https://www.inclusionlondon.org.uk/
http://www.autism.org.uk/
http://www.musculardystrophyuk.org/
https://www.leonardcheshire.org/
mailto:Martin.Hall@cityoflondon.gov.uk
mailto:John.Galvin@cityoflondon.gov.uk
https://www.cityoflondon.gov.uk/business/economic-research-and-information/research-publications/Pages/value-of-fintech.aspx
https://www.cityoflondon.gov.uk/business/supporting-local-communities/Pages/Apprenticeships-in-the-City.aspx
mailto:moushumi.bhadra%40cityoflondon.gov.uk?subject=
http://colnet/Departments/Community%20and%20Childrens%20Services/Documents/Equality%20and%20Inclusion/Equality%20and%20Inclusion%20in%20the%20City%20of%20London%20Corporation%202016%20-%2017%20final.pdf
http://colnet/Departments/Community%20and%20Childrens%20Services/Pages/Equality%20and%20Inclusion/public-sector-equality-duty.aspx
http://colnet/Departments/Community%2520and%2520Childrens%2520Services/_layouts/PowerPoint.aspx%3FPowerPointView%3DReadingView%26PresentationId%3D/Departments/Community%2520and%2520Childrens%2520Services/Documents/Equality%2520and%2520Inclusion/Public%2520Sector%2520Equality%2520slides%2520for%2520Members.pptx%26Source%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Fcolnet%252FDepartments%252FCommunity%252520and%252520Childrens%252520Services%252FDocuments%252FForms%252FAllItems%252Easpx%253FRootFolder%253D%25252FDepartments%25252FCommunity%252520and%252520Childrens%252520Services%25252FDocuments%25252FEquality%252520and%252520Inclusion%2526FolderCTID%253D0x0120005068F4115D8F5A4FAD4E6A99EDCA427C%26DefaultItemOpen%3D1
http://colnet/Departments/Community%2520and%2520Childrens%2520Services/Documents/Equality%2520and%2520Inclusion/Public%2520Sector%2520Equality%2520Duty%2520guidance%2520for%2520Members.pdf
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Gigabit WiFi Network Launch Contact Steven Bage on ext. 1910

UK’s fastest free Wi-Fi network, now live across the Square Mile! 
The City of London Corporation’s  new, world leading gigabit Wi-Fi network is now live across the Square 
Mile offering individual users speeds of 50-100+ megabits per second, something never been seen before in 
London. The network is advertised as “O2 Wi-Fi” and requires a one-time login.  At these upgraded speeds, 
users can download a film (700 megabytes) in less than two minutes whereas a standard broadband line (10 
megabits per second) would download the same film in around 12 minutes.Over 120 access points are now 
live across the City with a further 30 access points coming forward between October and November. A map 
of locations can be found below. Download the City of London Wi-Fi Network map 2017 (296 KB) 
Users are asked to provide feedback, comments or service issues to wireless-concession@ctil.co.uk

City of London Police
The Commissioner appeared before the House of Commons Public Accounts Committee to give evidence 
in their enquiry into online fraud on 18 October. A man who assaulted a City Police officer by throwing acid 
at him was jailed for seven years, while a waitress who worked at Dion bar at St Paul’s churchyard was 
jailed after being found guilty of selling cocaine.  National Hate Crime Awareness week was marked with 
an appeal for witnesses after England’s oldest synagogue was targeted with Nazi graffiti. In the economic 
crime sphere, the insurance fraud enforcement department finalised three significant cases, with custodial 
sentences handed down to a man who attempted to make a fraudulent £80,000 medical claim and the ring 
leader of a ‘cash for crash’ attempt in Wales. A woman who was filmed for reality TV performing a bungee 
jump while claiming to be incapacitated with a back injury was also sentenced.  A member of RBS staff was 
sentenced to 26 months in prison after using his position to defraud the company of close to £400,000.

Contact Theresa Thangue

New Intranet Contact Yassar Abbas on ext. 3467

As part of the IT Transformation Programme a business case to move to Microsoft Office 365 was produced 
by the IT Division and signed off by Members. This includes amongst other things the migration and 
redevelopment of the City of London Corporations intranet. The new intranet is being developed using 
SharePoint Online to deliver an enhanced user experience, whilst at the same time ensuring compatibility 
with Windows 10 and Office 365. It will be launched by the end of January, and will be accessible to all City 
of London Staff who have an Office 365 license, including those based within our institutional departments 
such as the Barbican Centre. The new intranet will be focused on providing easy access to the information 
and self-service tools, which Members and staff need. There will be an improved search function, easier 
navigation and layout, a better mobile experience, and tools to support collaboration. The new navigation 
and layout will in the long term help to deliver an intranet that is much easier to use than now. You can find 
out more about the new intranet and see images of what it will look like on the current intranet.

City of London Corporation Trading Standards Service and City of London Police visited 20 premises in a 
day of action that focused on premises in the Square Mile offering high risk ’investment’ products. There 
have been concerns right across the world about the growth in binary options trading. Trading Standards 
have been carrying out work to ensure that rogue binary options traders aren’t exploiting the reputation 
of the City. Analysis carried out by Action Fraud shows that since 2012, victims have reported losing £60m 
to binary option fraud. However, this is probably just the tip of the iceberg with under reporting of this type 
of crime. The day of action was an opportunity to engage with this specialist sector and give reassurance 
that fraudulent businesses will not be tolerated. One business that was due to be inspected disappeared 
overnight, despite having just paid a considerable amount of rent money for their office rental. The day of 
action received widespread media attention and Trading Standards Manager Steve Playle was interviewed 
for BBC Radio 4 and there were a number of press articles in the financial press including the Financial Times.

Trading Standards 

Heart of the City Contact Shaz Suleyman on ext. 3848

Heart of the City, a charity funded by the City of London Corporation and City Bridge Trust, is offering 60 
FREE places on their Newcomers programme for London based SMEs that want to develop corporate social 
responsibility (CSR) initiatives. The Newcomers programme (Jan-Dec 2018) provides organisations with the 
tools, knowledge and access to its network of supporters which will help members develop a formal CSR 
strategy and a culture of responsible behaviour. Applications to join the Newcomers Programme close on 1 
December and businesses can register their interest to apply via the Heart of the City website. 

Air Quality Newsletter Contact Beth Humphrey on ext.1190

The City Air Quality Team will be publishing a regular newsletter containing updates on action taken by the 
team to improve air quality. To subscribe to the newsletter, which will be circulated by email, please contact 
the team at cityair@cityoflondon.gov.uk. Additionally, if you have any articles or news relevant to Air Quality 
that you would like to include in the newsletters, the team would be very pleased to hear from you.

Contact Steve Playle on ext. 3132

mailto:Steven.Bage%40cityoflondon.gov.uk?subject=
https://www.cityoflondon.gov.uk/business/commercial-property/utilities-and-infrastructure-/Documents/city-of-london-wi-fi-network-map.pdf
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https://theheartofthecity.com/getinvolved/newcomers-programme/
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mailto:beth.humphrey@cityoflondon.gov.uk
mailto:cityair@cityoflondon.gov.uk


City Schools Athletics Day
The City Corporation hosted the inaugural City 
Schools Athletics Meet at Parliament Hill Athletics 
Track. The event focused on running races, with year 
10 students competing in the 100m, 200m, 400m, 
800m and 1500m distances, as well as the 4x100m 
and 4x400m relays. It was a very successful event, 
with positive feedback from students and staff. The 
City of London Academy Southwark won the event. 

Contact Jeanne Barnard on ext. 1864

City of London Freemen’s School
Celebrating Imaginative Learning 
Freemen’s set up the Free Minds programme to 
support their students to learn for learning’s sake. 
With the move away from AS qualifications and a 
return to linear A levels, the Freemen’s Leadership 
Team wanted to create a programme of study that 
would inspire their students to learn for the sake of 
learning and engage their whole minds in a wide 
range of subjects. Additionally, they wanted to take 
advantage of the hitherto untapped academic 
strengths of their teaching staff who between 
them hold over 100 different degrees. Free Minds 
is structured around the small seminar/tutorial 
format which leads to a different engagement with 
both teacher and content. The point is to prepare 
students for the environment and grading system 
that many of them will experience at University. 
Courses are deliberately varied too, ranging 
from Dickens’ Women to more current topics such 
as The EU and the Referendum. It is early days for 
Free Minds; the programme will grow and develop 
as time goes on. Just short of 80% of Freemen’s 
year 12 students took up over 25 courses and the 
feedback has been promising. Most interesting of all 
will be to watch what impact this programme has 

on the university applications for the first year of Free 
Minds graduates. Read the full article featured in 
Conference and Common Room here.

Contact Sophie Parkin at 01372 822447 

City of London School for Girls
English Schools Cross Country
Both the junior girls’ and the inter girls’ cross country 
squads took podium places at the first round of the 
English Schools Cross Country Cup. The round took 
place on 11 October at Alleyn’s School. The course 
was fast and flat, something the squads are used to 
after training on the Barbican High Walks and at Mile 
End Stadium. After finishing in first and second place, 
both teams will now compete in the Regional Finals.
Gender Equality Conference
On 26 September, City of London School for Girls 
hosted a free student conference on Gender 
Equality and welcomed almost 100 students from 
other schools. Guest speakers were Laura Bates, 
the founder of the award-winning Everyday Sexism 
Project; Hanna Retallack, a PhD student at the 
UCL Institute of Education and English teacher at 
Blackheath High School; Matilda Marcus, a Year 11 
student at Blackheath High and a keen member of 
the school’s feminism society; Ray Berg, Managing 
Partner at Osborne Clarke LLP, where he has 
introduced a wide range of initiatives focused on 
diversity; and Saina Hydara, a feminist activist. Each 
of the speakers talked passionately about the work 
they are doing to encourage gender equality and 
the challenges faced. There were some fantastic 
questions from the student audience during a Q 
and A session at the end of the conference, and 
members of the school’s Feminist Society are already 
thinking about a follow-up event.

Contact Sam Robson on ext. 5549 

Open Spaces Contact Roush Islam on ext. 3517 

City of London Academies and Schools

West Ham Park 
Did you know that the first ever FA Cup goal was scored in, what is now West Ham Park, in November 1871 by 
Clapham Rover’s Jarvis Kenrick. As a tribute, and to coincide with the 2017/18 FA Cup first round, West Ham 
Park is hosting a match between the two clubs from that notable game of 1871, Upton Park Football Club and 
Clapham Rovers. Kick-off is 5 November at 1.15pm. Upton Park Football Club who organised the day, are keen 
to start an amateur youth side so will be working with football coaches ‘The Soccer Hub’ to run a skills test for 
boys aged under 13. The prize for the winner is a pair of FA cup final tickets. The park are hoping for a large 
crowd on the day with social media interest from professional players, old and new, and sports radio station, 
talkSPORT. 
Epping Forest
Record numbers attended the annual Centenary Walk in Epping Forest on 17 September (throughout 
the entire 12 miles of the Forest). A successful bush craft session on animal tracks and signs was held on 9 
September, and a baby bush craft event on 12 September, all received excellent feedback. Two deer walks 
took place to experience the rutting season on 24 September and 8 October and the ever-popular pumpkin 
carving event will take place on 27 October. 
City Gardens 
The churchyard of St Ann Blackfriars, church entry located off Carter Lane, has undergone a transformation 
by Friends of City Gardens, thanks to volunteers from local businesses and the support of City of London 
Corporation. The aim of the project was to improve the appeal of the churchyard to visitors and local residents 
with new planting as well as enhancing the biodiversity value of the space. Once paving improvements had 
taken place volunteers helped clear the churchyard of its original planting and imported new soil vital for the 
new planting scheme to thrive. Volunteers will continue to be involved in the maintenance of this revitalised 
space. 
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Contact Neil Davies on ext. 3327   City of London Academies and Schools
City of London Academy Islington 
Presentation Dinner at Grocers’ Hall
City of London Academy Islington (COLAI) 
received an invitation for two of their students to 
attend the Presentation Dinner, hosted by the Lord 
Mayor Elect Mr Charles Bowman, at Grocers’ Hall 
on 16 October. COLAI chose to send Head Boy 
Michael Adegboyega and Head Girl Lana-May 
Mills in recognition of their excellent leadership of 
the student body over the last academic year. 
Lana-May said “It was a privilege to attend such a 
prestigious event.”  Michael commented that “I feel 
very grateful for the experiences I have had as Head 
Boy and leading the Academy’s student council 
at COLAI.” Both Lana-May and Michael are in the 
process of applying for university and are hoping to 
secure top grades in their A Level studies.
Charity Week 
In the week commencing 16 October, COLAI 
hosted a full week of charity events to raise money 
in support of a range of charities chosen by the 
students of each House. Events included bake 
sales, raffles, a Halloween Disco, a FIFA football 
tournament, a staff versus sixth form basketball 
match and ‘I’m a teacher, get me out of here!”, 
where members of staff were sponsored to eat 
some rather gruesome-looking creepy crawlies, 
including water beetles and tarantulas, in front of an 
enthusiastic audience of students in the Academy’s 
atrium. The Academy raised over £1600 for their 
chosen charities. Mr David Smith, Assistant Principal, 
co-ordinated the week’s events with the support of 
the Heads of House. He said “I am really proud of 
the hard work of staff and students in organising the 
many events that took place this week. We have 
raised a record sum and this is a reflection of the 
generous nature of our staff and students.” 

Contact Noha Khawam on ext.4582 

City of London School
Charity committee raise over £78,000 for Centrepoint
City Boys have presented a cheque to homelessness 
charity Centrepoint for just over £78,000. The 
incredible total is a testament to the hard work 
and dedication of boys, staff and parents at City 
of London School (CLS). Charity epitomises the 
ethos of CLS, empowering pupils to play a vital 
role in improving society. This amount has been 
raised through various activities throughout the 
year, including a sleep out, 48-hour row, bucket 
collections, mufti days, busking and tombolas. 
Through the hard work of the pupils, money and 
awareness have been raised for Centrepoint, 
helping to give young homeless people a positive 
and independent future away from the streets. 
The charity appeal at CLS will continue to flourish 
and African health charity Amref has just been 
announced as the charity for 2017-18. 
Prize Giving 
City of London School’s annual Prize Day took 
place on 6 October. Prizes were awarded by The 
Lord Mayor Alderman Dr. Andrew Parmley, who 
presented the prizes to boys who had achieved 
outstanding exam results and excelled in all areas 
of school life. The Lord Mayor spoke of the School’s 
role within the wider educational family of the 
City of London Corporation and he thanked all 
those involved in the School’s successes this year: 
the pupils, the Staff, the parents and the Livery 
Companies whose financial support ensures that 
City retains in cultural diversity. He concluded with 
the words of Benjamin Franklin: “An investment in 
knowledge pays the best interest.”

Contact Georgina Berry on 0203 680 6414
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Guildhall School of Music & Drama
Menotti’s opera The Consul
Opening on 30 October, the School’s 
award-winning opera department presents Menotti’s 
extraordinarily topical opera, The Consul, for four 
performances. Conducted by Timothy Redmond and 
directed by Stephen Medcalf, it follows a political 
dissident on the run from the secret police, based on 
the stories Menotti heard, news reports and personal 
encounters with refugees fleeing Europe after WWII. 
Book tickets here. 

Waddesdon Imaginarium
Magnificent objects from Waddesdon Manor’s 
collections of furniture, ceramics and paintings have 
been transformed into detailed animations by video 
design students from the Guildhall School to create 
a unique 10-minute light and sound performance for 
Waddesdon’s annual Christmas experience. It will 
be projected onto the front of the Buckinghamshire 
country house eight times each evening between 11 
November - 2 January. Book tickets here. 

Guildhall Symphony Orchestra
The Guildhall Symphony Orchestra is conducted by 
both Esa-Pekka Salonen and Adrian Leaper on 22 
November. During the first half, Salonen leads them in 
one of his own compositions, La Variations, as part of 
the Barbican’s Esa-Pekka Salonen Composer Focus 
whilst later Leaper takes the baton for Mahler’s 5th 
Symphony. Book tickets here.

Noël Coward’s Post-Mortem
This play, opening on Thursday 23 November, tells the 
story of a young soldier dying in the trenches who 
has visions of visiting his surviving family and friends 
still enjoying their wealthy decadent lives in the early 
thirties. Welcoming director Lucy Bailey and designer 
William Dudley to the creative team, this production 
explores video to uncover the darker, more serious 
side of Coward. Book tickets here.

Contact Rebecca Driver, Rebecca Driver Media 
Relations 020 7247 1894

Contact Jo Hutchinson, Guildhall School of Music & 
Drama 020 7382 6130
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London Symphony Orchestra (LSO)
Following the success of This is Rattle, the Orchestra is now in full swing with its regular set of activities and 
performances. London Symphony Orchestra (LSO) Discovery takes over the spaces at LSO St Luke’s every 
Monday during term time, with weekly activities for community groups and public workshops. The LSO 
Community Choir, Discovery Choirs and Gamelan Group rehearse every week in the lead up to end-of-term 
performances with participants aged eight to 88 from across the local community making LSO St Luke’s a 
hive of creativity for people of all abilities. At the same time, the Digital Technology Group works with young 
musicians and composers/writers aged 12 to 20 on any genre they want to explore in the digital sphere. 
LSO Create meets monthly on Mondays too – a workshop group for adults with learning disabilities and 
their supporters – as does the regular Early Years workshop for babies and under fives. Half term provides an 
opportunity to do something special, and for the second time this year the building has been taken over by 
Make Music Day when young people with learning disabilities aged 10 to 25 can bring their siblings along 
and play along with LSO musicians, try out percussion instruments, do some song writing, plus more. On the 
concert platform, Semyon Bychkov conducted Britten’s Violin Concerto (performed by Janine Jansen) 
followed by Mahler’s Fifth Symphony; The Times commented ‘this was an immaculately disciplined, brilliantly 
animated reading’. We were also delighted to welcome back Bernard Haitink for three concerts with works 
which are also being performed in Madrid.

Contact Edward Appleyard on 020 7382 2521
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Ninagawa Company - Macbeth
In the Theatre, the Barbican reprised the late Yukio Ninagawa’s famed, “cherry-blossom” Macbeth. Ahead 
of its opening, The Guardian interviewed many of the director’s collaborators in Japan, while The Daily 
Telegraph and TheatreVOICE spoke to theatre producer and impresario Thelma Holt about her working 
relationship with the director. The production received glowing reviews including a five-star review from The 
Stage, and four-star reviews from The Guardian, The Daily Telegraph, Financial Times and City A.M.
Transcender series
Firmly established in the Barbican’s contemporary music programme since its inception in 2009, the annual 
Transcender series returned with four concerts. Featuring a mix of transcendental and hypnotic music 
from across the globe, the series juxtaposes traditional devotional music and more recent contemporary 
styles, and this year featured musicians from Japan, India, Iran, the Netherlands, Greece, Syria, Ethiopia, 
Russia, UK and the US. Different Trains 1947, an audio-visual collaborative response to the declaration of 
Indian Independence, was the subject of features in The Guardian and BBC Radio 4’s The World Tonight, and 
Susheela Raman was interviewed on BBC Radio 4 Front Row and in The Guardian ahead of her Transcender 
performance.
New foyer installations
The Barbican’s series of foyer commissions continued with the opening of two new installations; HIBRIDOS, 
The Spirits of Brazil, a site-specific film installation by independent French filmmakers Vincent Moon and Priscilla 
Telmon exploring present day spiritual groups in Brazil, and The Fairlop Oak, an 11 metre high sculpture by artist 
Gayle Chong Kwan that rises through three floors of the Barbican foyers. Part of The People’s Forest project, 
the installation was the subject of a TV news feature on London Live in its opening week. 

Barbican Centre Contact John Kelly on ext. 2389

The family history website Ancestry.co.uk helped LMA 
to mark the 950th anniversary of the City of London 
Corporation’s extensive archives and to reflect on its 
on-going work with LMA to digitise its family history 
sources with their first ever Facebook Live event on 
19 September featuring LMA director, Geoff Pick and 
Sir Tony Robinson to discuss London’s history. You can 
watch the live stream here. 

Pride of place in the City of London Heritage Gallery 
until 14 December is taken by the City Corporation’s 
Grant of the Shrievalty of London and Middlesex, 
1199, the first conveyance on record with the 
words “to have and to hold”. Also on display are 
documents about the Great Storm of 1987 and a 
highly decorative Freedom resolution relating to Sir 
Robert Peel.

LMA’s current exhibition, A Life on the London Stage 
runs until 6 December (free, open during normal 
office hours). The exhibition uncovers the lives of 
performers on the London stage, from the days of 
Elizabethan theatre to the 20th century. Original 
records that document the successes of some of 
London’s most celebrated performers are displayed 
alongside workhouse records, court registers and 
other sources. From Shakespeare’s forgotten brother 
to Charlie Chaplin and the stars of Music Hall, Life 
on the London Stage delves into the archives to 
present a fascinating record of the lives of London’s 
entertainers.

Contact Geoff Pick on ext. 3833London Metropolitan Archives
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Key Links City of London Website
Colnet

Communication Strategy
YouTube

Twitter
Christs Hospital

For all enquiries contact MembersBriefing@cityoflondon.gov.uk 
or telephone the Communications Office on 020 7332 3467

• Lord Mayor Dr Andrew Parmley was interviewed 
on BBC Radio 4 Today Programme during his trip 
to Ireland and Northern Ireland. ITV News, Business 
& Finance, Derry Daily, Independent, Derry Now, 
Irish News and This is Money also covered the Lord 
Mayor’s trip.

• Charles Bowman was elected as Lord Mayor 
in September and will begin his role on 10 
November. There was extensive media coverage 
including City AM, Financial News, BBC News, the 
Daily Mail, Economia, This is Money, IFA Magazine, 
and Tages Anzeiger, Süddeutsche [in German], as 
well as the front page of City Matters.

• Lord Mayor Dr Andrew Parmley’s speech at 
the annual City Banquet, where he called 
for the Government to provide more clarity 
for business on the issue of a transitional deal, 
generated national and international media 
coverage. These included The Financial Times, The 
Independent, The Guardian, Financial News, Daily 
Mail, Wall Street Journal (£), Reuters, City AM, City 
Wire, and Europa Press [in Spanish]. 

•	 City AM, London Loves Business and City Matters 
ran columns from the Lord Mayor speaking about 
responsible business in the City and the Lord 
Mayor’s Dragon Awards. Further coverage of the 
event appeared in BBC Radio London, Financial 
News (£),  Sunday Times (£), Premier News, SME 
Magazine and The Islington Gazette.

• Policy Chairman Catherine McGuinness was 
quoted in Reuters, City AM, Financial News (£), 
Crowdfund Insider and P2P Finance News on the 
The Value of FinTech report, which calls on the 
Government and fintech to work together on a 
strategy to ensure the UK remains a global hub 
after Brexit. The report was commissioned by the 
City of London Corporation and produced by 
KPMG. 

• Jon Averns, the City of London Corporation’s 
Port Health & Public Protection Director, was 
interviewed live on BBC News, BBC Politics and 
BBC World News on how Brexit could affect trade 
at UK ports.

• The City of London Corporation’s new ultra-fast 
WiFi launched this month and was reported 
by Computer Weekly, Finextra, Land Mobile, 
UK Authority, Mobile Europe, IS Preview. Policy 
Chairman Catherine McGuinness wrote a column 
on its significance for business and cyber security 
in City AM.

• Following an announcement that the City of 
London is to open a new flagship court in the 
Fleet Street area, Policy Chairman Catherine 
McGuinness was quoted in the FT (£), Times (£), 
Guardian, Daily Telegraph, Evening Standard, 
City AM,  Times & Star, IT Pro, Information Age, 
Infosecurity Magazine, Financial News (£), Law 
Society Gazette, Estates Gazette, Computer 
Business Review, Law 360, Police Professional, 
North West Evening Mail, Mondaq, PCR Online, 
The Times (£) and Legal Week. The new court will 
replace all current City court services except for 
the Old Bailey. 

• The Barbican Centre announced that the New 
York-based architects, Diller Scofidio + Renfro, 
have been appointed as the team to develop 
a concept design for the proposed Centre for 
Music. The proposed new centre will be built on 
the current site of the Museum of London. The 
story was covered in The Guardian, Evening 
Standard, New York Times, Financial Times [£], 
Classical Music, The Times [£], Architechts’ Journal 
[£], Building Design, Architectural Record, Apollo 
Magazine, Arch Daily, Dezeen and The Strad. 

• Alison Gowman, Chairman of City Bridge Trust, 
was interviewed on London Live about the 
Trust’s social investment readiness programme, a 
scheme in partnership with UBS. The initiative has 
awarded 16 grants totalling around £600,000 to 
charitable organisations looking to step into social 
investment. 

•	 London Live reported from Guildhall for the Blood 
Rite theatrical performance which took place 
last week. They conducted live interviews with 
Head of Cultural and Visitor Development, Nick 
Bodger (i), Video Designer, Dan Shorten (ii), and 
spokespeople from the performance company 
(iii). Further coverage was on BBC London News.

•	 Islington Gazette and Islington Tribune praised the 
work by City of London Academies Trust following 
a recent Ofsted inspection. Andrew McMurtrie, the 
Trust’s chairman, was quoted.

• Jeremy Dagley, Head of Conservation at Epping 
Forest, wrote in The Guardian on Epping Forest, 
its history, special microclimates and the Forest 
Charter.

In the News Contact Henry Tanner on ext. 1835
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